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Regul ati on No. 26

UNI FORM PROVI SI ONS CONCERNI NG THE APPROVAL OF VEHI CLES W TH REGARD TO THEI R

1.2

2. 1.

2. 2.

2. 3.

2.4

2.5.

EXTERNAL PROJECTI ONS

SCOPE AND PURPCOSE

This Regul ation applies to external projections of passenger cars.
It does not apply to exterior rear view mrrors or to accessories
such as radio aerials and |uggage racks.

The purpose of this Regulation is to reduce the risk or seriousness
of bodily injury to a person hit by the bodywork or brushing
against it in the event of a collision

DEFI NI TI ONS
For the purposes of this Regulation
"Approval of a vehicle” neans the approval of a vehicle type with

regard to its external projections;
“Vehicle type" means a category of notor vehicles which do not
differ in such essential respects as, shape or materials of the

external surface;

"External surface" neans the structural unit constituting the
outside of the vehicle and including the bonnet, the |lid of the
| uggage conpartnent, the doors, the wings, and the visible

st rengt heni ng conponents;

"Floor line” means the line determ ned as follows:

Successively position round a vehicle cone with a vertical axis and
with a half angle of 30° in such a way that it contacts constantly
and as | ow as possible the external surface of the bodywork. The
floor line is the geonetric trace of these points of contact. In
determning the floor line neither the jacking points, exhaust pipes
or wheels will be taken into consideration. The gaps of the whee
arches are assunmed to be filled in by an imaginary surface formng a
snmoot h continuation of the surrounding external surface;

"Radi us of curvature” neans the approximate extent of the round as
distinct froma precise geonetrical form
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APPLI CATI ON FOR APPROVAL

The application for approval of a vehicle type with regard to its
external projections shall be submtted by the vehicle manufacturer
or by his duly accredited representative.

It shall be acconpani ed by the followi ng docunents in triplicate:
Phot ographs of the front, rear and side parts of the vehicle;

Drawi ngs with di nensions of the bunpers and, where appropriate,
Drawi ngs of certain external projections and if applicable draw ngs
of certain sections of the external surface referred to in 6.9.1
The followi ng shall be submtted to the technical service
responsi bl e for conducting the approval tests:

Either a vehicle representative of the vehicle type to be approved
or the part or parts of the vehicle regarded as essential for the
checks and tests prescribed by this Regul ation

At the request of the aforesaid technical-service, certain
conmponents and certain sanples of the nmaterials used.

APPROVAL

If the vehicle type submtted for approval pursuant to this

Regul ation nmeets the requirenents of paragraphs 5. and 6. bel ow,
approval of that vehicle type shall be granted.

An approval nunber shall be assigned to each type approved. The sane
Contracting Party may not assign the same nunber to the sanme vehicle
type equi pped with other types of external projections or to another
vehicl e type

Noti ce of approval or of refusal of approval of a vehicle type
pursuant to this Regulation shall be comunicated to the Parties to
the Agreenment applying this Regulation by neans of a form conformn ng
to the nodel in annex 1 of this Regulation and of drawings, with

di mensi ons, and photographs as referred to in paragraphs 3.2.1. to
3.2.3. above (supplied by the applicant for approval) in a format

not exceeding A 4 (210 x 297 mm), or folded to this fornmat, and on
an appropriate scale.

There shall be affixed, conspicuously and in a readily accessible

pl ace specified on the approval form to every vehicle conformng to
a vehicle type approved under this Regulation, an internationa
approval nmark consisting of:
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4.4. 1. A circle surrounding the letter "E" followed by the distinguishing
nunber of the country which has granted approval; 1/

4.4. 2. The nunber of this Regulation, followed by the letter "R', a dash
and t he approval nunber below the circle.

4. 5. The approval mark shall be clearly |egible and be indelible.

4. 6. Annex 2 to this Regulation gives an exanple of the arrangenent of
t he approval nark.

5. GENERAL SPECI FI CATI ONS

5. 1. The provisions of this Regulation shall not apply to those parts of

the external surface which, with the vehicle in the |laden condition
with all doors, w ndows and access lids etc., in the closed
position, are either

5.1. 1. at a height of nore than 2 netres, or

5.1.2. bel ow the floor line, or

5.1.3. | ocated so that, in static conditions, they cannot be contacted by a
sphere 100 mmin di aneter.

5. 2. The external surface of vehicles shall not exhibit, directed

outwards, any pointed or sharp parts or any projections of such
shape, dinensions, direction or hardness as to be likely to increase
the risk or seriousness of bodily injury to a person hit by the
external surface or brushing against it in the event of a collision
5.3. The external surface of vehicles shall not exhibit, directed
outwards, any part likely to catch on pedestrians, cyclists or notor

cyclists.
5. 4. Subj ect to the provisions of paragraphs 5.5., 6.1.3., 6.3., 6.4.2.
6.7.1., 6.8.1., 6.10., below, no protruding part of the externa

surface shall have a radius of curvature less than 2.5 mm

5. 5. Protruding parts of the external surface, nade of a material of
har dness not exceeding 60 shore A, may have a radius of curvature
|l ess than 2.5 mm

1/ One for the Federal Republic of Germany, 2 for France, 3 for
Italy, 4 for the Netherlands, 5 for Sweden, 6 for Belgium 7 for Hungary, 8
for Czechoslovakia, 9 for Spain, 10 for Yugoslavia, 11 for the United Ki ngdom
12 for Austria, 13 for Luxenbourg. Subsequent nunbers shall be assigned to
other countries in the chronological order in which they ratify the Agreenent
concerning the Adoption of Uniform Conditions of Approval and Reciproca
Recogni ti on of Approval for Mtor Vehicle Equi pnent and Parts, or in which
they accede to that Agreenment, and the nunbers thus assigned shall be
communi cated by the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the Contracting
Parties to the Agreenent.
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6. 1.
6.1.1.
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6. 3. 2.

6. 4.
6.4. 1.

PARTI CULAR SPECI FI CATI ONS

O nanents

Added ornanments which project nore than 10 mmfromtheir support
shal |l retract, become detached or bend over under a force of 10
daN exerted at their nost salient point in any direction in a

pl ane approximately parallel to the surface on which they are
mount ed. These provisions shall not apply to ornanents on radi ator
grilles, to which only the general requirenents of paragraph 5.
shal | apply.

Protective strips or shielding on the external surface shall not
be subject to the requirenents of paragraph 6.1.1. above; however,
they shall be firmy secured to the vehicle.

If the added ornanents are less than 5 mthick, the requirenment of
a 2.5 mm m ni nrum radi us of curvature shall not apply, but the
outward facing angles of such ornanents shall be bl unted.
Headl i ght s

Projecting visors and rins shall be permitted on headlights,
provided that their projection, as neasured in relation to the
external transparent surface of the headlight does not exceed 30
mm and their radius of curvature is at least 2.5 nmthroughout.
Retracting headlights shall neet the provisions of paragraph
6.2.1. above in both the operative and retracted positions.
Gilles and gaps

The requirenents of paragraph 5.4. shall not apply to gaps between
fixed or novable elenents including those fornming part of air
intake or outlet grilles and radiator grilles, provided that the
di stance between consecutive el ements does not exceed 40 mm For

gaps of between 40 mmand 25 mmthe radii of curvature shall be of
1 mmor nore. However, if the distance between two consecutive
elements is equal to or less than 25 mm the radii of curvature of
external faces of the elements shall not be less than 0.5 nm

The junction of the front with the side faces of each el enent
formng a grille or gap shall be blunted.

W ndscreen w pers

The wi ndscreen-w per fittings shall be such that the wi per shaft
is furnished with a protective casing which has a radi us of
curvature neeting the requirenents of paragraph 5.4. above and a
surface of not |ess than 150 nm
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Par agraph 5.4. shall not apply to the wi per blades or to any
supporting nenbers. However, these units shall be so nade as to
have no sharp angles, or pointed or cutting parts of a non-
functional nature.

Bunper s

The ends of the bunpers shall be turned in towards the externa
surface in order to reduce the risk of fouling.

The conponents of the bunper shall be so designed that all rigid
surfaces facing outwards have a m ni nrumradius of curvature of
5 mm

Handl es, hi nges and push-buttons of doors, |uggage conpartnents
and flaps; tank openings and covers

The projection shall not exceed 40 nmmin the case |ateral door
handl es and 30 nmin all other cases.

If lateral door handles turn to operate, they shall neet the

foll owi ng requi renents:

The open end of the handl e nust be directed towards the rear and
the handl e so arranged that it turns parallel to the plane of the
door and does not pivot outwards;

The end of the handl e nust be turned back towards the door and
fitted into a recess.

Wheel nuts, hub caps and wheel discs

The requirenents of paragraph 5.4. shall not apply.

The wheel nuts, hub caps and wheel discs shall not exhibit any

fi n-shaped projections.

When the vehicle is travelling in a straight line, no part of the
wheel s other than the tyres, situated above the horizontal plane
passing through their axis of rotation shall project beyond the
vertical projection, in a horizontal plane of the external surface
or structure. However, if functional requirenents so warrant,
wheel discs which cover wheel and hub nuts may project beyond the
vertical projection of the external surface or structure on
condition that the radius of curvature of the surface of the

projecting part is not less than 30 nmand that the projection
beyond the vertical projection of the external surface or
structure in no case exceeds 30 mMm

Sheet - net al edges

Sheet - et al edges, such as gutter edges and the rails of sliding
doors, shall not be permitted unless they are fol ded back or are
fitted with a shield neeting the requirenments of this Regul ation
which are applicable to it.
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Body- panel s
Fol ds in body panels nmay have a radius of curvature of |ess than

2.5 mmprovided that it is not |ess than one-tenth of the height
"H' of the projection, neasured in accordance with the nethod
described in annex 3.

Lateral air or rain deflectors

Lateral deflectors shall have a radius of curvature of at |east
1 nmm on edges capabl e of being directed outwards.

Jacki ng brackets

The jacking bracket shall not project nore than a distance of
10 mm beyond the vertical projection of the floor Iine lying
directly above it.

MODI FI CATI ON OF THE VEH CLE TYPE

The adm nistrative departnment which has granted approval of the
vehicle type shall be notified of any nodification of the vehicle
type. That departnment may then:

Ei ther consider that the nodifications nade are unlikely to have
an appreciabl e adverse effect;

O require a further report fromthe technical service conducting
tests.

Confirmation of approval, with a description of the nodifications,
or refusal of approval shall be comunicated by the procedure laid
down in paragraph 4.3. above to the Parties to the Agreenent

appl ying this Regul ation.

CONFORM TY OF PRODUCTI ON

Every vehicl e bearing an approval mark as prescribed under this
Regul ation shall conform with regard to its external projections,
to the vehicle type approved.

In order to verify conformity as prescribed in paragraph 8.1
above, a sufficient nunber of random checks shall be perforned on
serially produced vehicles bearing the approval mark required by
this Regul ation.

PENALTI ES FOR NON- CONFORM TY OF PRODUCTI ON

The approval granted in respect of a vehicle type pursuant to this
Regul ation may be withdrawn if the requirenment laid down in
paragraph 8. 1. above is not conplied wth.
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If a Party to the Agreenent applying this Regul ation w thdraws an
approval it has previously granted, it shall forthwith notify to
other Contracting Parties applying this Regulation thereof by
means of a copy of the approval formbearing at the end, in large
|l etters, the signed and dated annotati on “ APPROVAL W THDRAWN'.

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF TECHNI CAL SERVI CES CONDUCTI NG APPROVAL
TESTS AND OF ADM NI STRATI VE DEPARTMENTS

The Parties to the Agreenent applying this Regulation shal
comrunicate to the United Nations Secretariat the nanmes and
addresses of the technical services conducting approval tests and
of the administrative departnments, which grant approval and to
which forns certifying approval or refusal or wthdrawal of
approval, issued in other countries, are to be sent.
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(Maxi mum format: A 4(210 x 297 mm))

Appr oval

P wbhe

o o

© ©

11.
12.
13.
14.
10.

Narme of the Adm nistration

Conmruni cati on concerning the approval (or refusal or
wi t hdrawal of approval) of a vehicle type with regard to
its external projections, pursuant to Regulation No. 26

No. e e .
Trade nanme or mark of the notor vehicle
Vehicl e type e

Manuf acturer's name and address .

I f applicable, nanme and address of manufacturer's representative
Vehicle submtted for approval on .

Techni cal service responsible for conducting approval tests

Date of report issued by that service

Nunber of report issued by that service

Approval granted/refused 1/

Position of approval mark on the vehicle

Pl ace

Dat e

Si gnature e e e e s

The foll owi ng docunents bearing the approval nunber shown above, are
annexed to this comunication:

phot ographs of the front, rear and side part of the vehicle;

drawi ngs, with dinensions, of the bunpers and where appropriate,
drawi ngs of certain external projections.

1/ Strike out what does not apply.
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Annex 2

ARRANGEMENT OF THE APPROVAL MARK

I 26 R-2439

M ni mum

di nensi ons 12 5.6

(mllinmetres)

The above approval mark affixed to a vehicle shows that, pursuant to
Regul ation No. 26, the vehicle type concerned has, with regard to externa
proj ections, been approved in the Netherlands (E4) under approval No. 2439



E/ ECE/ 324 }

E/ ECE/ TRANS/ 505 | Rev. 1/ Add. 25
Regul ation No. 26

Annex 3

Page 1

Annex 3
METHOD FOR DETERM NI NG THE HElI GHT OF EXTERNAL SURFACE PRQIECTI ONS

The height H of a projection is determ ned graphically by reference to
the circunference of a 165 nmdianmeter circle, internally tangential
to the external outline of the external surface at the section to be
checked.

His the maxi num val ue of the distance, neasured along a straight |ine
passi ng through the centre of the 165 mm di aneter circle between the
circunference of the aforesaid circle and the external contour of the
projection (see Fig.1).

In cases where it is not possible for a 100 mm dianeter circle to
contact externally part of the external outline of the external
surface at the section under consideration, the surface outline in
this area will be assuned to be that forned by the circunference of
the 100 mm di aneter circle between its tangent points with the
external outline (see Fig.2).

Drawi ngs of the necessary sections through the external surface shal
be provided by the manufacturer to allow the height of the projections
referred to above to be neasured.
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