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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is a great pleasure for me to open the 2011 Inland Transport Security 
Discussion Forum.  On behalf of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe, I would like to welcome all of you at the Palais 
des Nations – the European headquarters of the United Nations.  I am 
very pleased to see in this room so many representatives of national 
governments, international organizations and the private sector.   
 
This year’s Forum is organized in partnership with the Transported Asset 
Protection Association (TAPA).  TAPA members come from hundreds of 
companies, many of which are the world’s leading consumer brands 
producers, logistics and transport providers and insurers.  While the 
UNECE is predominantly a forum for governments, participation and 
contribution by the private sector is valuable and appreciated.   
 
Security falls into the government’s domain, but it engages and affects 
individuals and businesses on a daily basis.  The UNECE believes that 
more can be and should be done to enhance inland transport security.  To 
do so, the UNECE is ready to continue providing a forum for national 
governments as well as a link between governments and businesses with 
a view of making supply chains more secure for everyone.  I wish to 
thank TAPA for partnering with the UNECE in organizing this event. 
 

********************************* 
 
As I understand, for most of you, this is the first visit to the Palais des 
Nations or United Nations.  Let me say a few words about the UNECE. 
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The UNECE was set up in 1947 and is one of five regional commissions 
of the United Nations.  Its major aim is to promote pan-European 
economic integration.  During the Cold War, the UNECE was virtually 
the only place in the world where the East and West met and discussed 
regional and economic cooperation on a regular basis.   
 
Today, the UNECE brings together 56 members from Europe, the former 
Soviet Union, North America and Israel.  All these countries cooperate 
under the aegis of UNECE on economic and sectoral issues such as 
economic cooperation and integration, sustainable energy, environment, 
timber, trade and transport.  The UNECE also provides analysis, policy 
advice, recommendations and technical assistance to governments.  
 
Most importantly, the UNECE develops and sets out conventions, norms 
and standards to facilitate international cooperation within and outside the 
UNECE region.  In the area of international inland transport, the UNECE 
can be proudly called “a global center of multilateral agreements”.  The 
UNECE manages 57 international conventions and agreements on 
transport infrastructure, traffic, signs and signals, border crossing, 
dangerous goods and road safety.   
 
International transport is about connecting or “building bridges across the 
world”.  For the UNECE, “building bridges” is about developing and 
administering the relevant international legal instruments.  For over six 
decades, the UNECE has been successful at it.   
 

********************************* 
 
Inland transport faces many types of security risks. Mishandling or theft 
of dangerous substances during transport; illegal border crossing of 
persons and goods; attacks on truck drivers; threats to critical transport 
infrastructure such as tunnels and bridges, vehicle theft and subsequent 
use as car-bombs are only a few examples.   
 
The UNECE’s approach to inland security - as always - relies on close co-
operation with national authorities in the relevant areas such as transport, 
intelligence, security, customs and border services. The objective is also 
clear: to improve the security of transport systems by reducing the likelihood 
of transport being a target or used as a vehicle for terrorism/crime. The way it 
is done, is by developing or modifying legal instruments administered here 
and by making the UNECE platform available to national authorities to 
exchange information and co-ordinate actions.  
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Following the 9/11 terrorist attack in New York City, the UNECE Transport 
Division was mandated to review its own work in order to identify whether 
and where new security provisions would be applicable or needed.  All 
areas were carefully analyzed including the transport of dangerous goods, 
vehicle regulations, infrastructure agreements and border crossings.  A 
number of recommendations identified during the review have been 
incorporated into the texts of legal instruments.   
 
In spite of the increased awareness and greater efforts, inland transport 
continues to be the weakest link in the supply chain.  Relative to other 
modes of transport,  inland transport security has not received the attention it 
deserves.   Compared with ports and airports, inland transport appears to 
be under-protected.  No international entity exists for inland transport 
security.   As a result, integrated approach to inland transport security is 
lacking.  There remain important unanswered questions about the division of 
responsibilities between the public and private sectors.   The UNECE 
believes something should be done about that and it is therefore very 
satisfying to see so much interest here today. 
 
In closing , the UNECE stands ready to do its share to promote international 
co-operation in enhancing inland transport security, to raise awareness and to 
encourage the effective implementation of existing security agreements.  The 
UNECE is also available as a forum for exchange of information and good 
practices, as witnessed by today’s forum. 
 
I would like to use this opportunity to thank TAPA again for its interest in 
promoting inland transport security work at the UNECE.  I also wish to 
thank the speakers, who have come from a number of countries and 
organizations, and who will share with us their current thinking and the 
future plans. Finally, I thank all of you for your participation, and for 
taking time out of your busy schedules to travel here today to join the 
discussion. 
 
I thank you all and I wish you every success today. 

 


