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 1945 
The unoffi cial predecessor of the ITC, the European 
Central Inland Transport Organization (ECITO) is 
established. It is one of the three “E-Organizations” 
that were created by the Allies to address emergency 
problems and to help restore European production and 
trade in the aftermath of WWII.

 1945 
The International Air Transport Association (IATA) is set 
up. It succeeds the International Air Traffi c Association 
that was founded in The Hague in 1919.

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), a 
UN specialized agency, is established to manage the 
administration and governance of the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention).

The Central Commission for Navigation on the Rhine is 
reconstituted.

 1949 
Geneva Convention on Road Traffi c

Protocol on Road Signs and Signals

An ITC Expert Group is formed to study a uniform 
system of accountancy for mainline railway systems.

Twenty new ITC Resolutions solidify the Committees 
role as the main intergovernmental inland transport 
forum in Europe.

Under the auspices of the UNECE, the TIR (Transports 
Internationaux Routiers, International Road Trans-
port) transit system was developed in order to help 
revitalize the economies of post war Europe. The TIR           
Agreement was concluded in 1949.

 1948 
ITC Working Party on the Transport of Perishable 
Foodstuffs

ITC sets the basis for its activities by adopting 48 
Resolutions, addressing all inland transport modes and 
all pertaining issues in post WWII Europe.

 1947 
The Transport Division of UNECE is established.

Establishment and fi rst session of the Inland Transport 
Committee (ITC).    

ITC inherits the tasks of ECITO.

First session of the ad-hoc working party of the ITC on 
road transport.

The ITC adopts its fi rst 12 Resolutions, addressing 
railway rolling stock, road transport, inland waterway 
transport and transport statistics.

 1946 

 1949 
Interfrigo is established, as a cooperative company, to 
manage highly-specialized rolling stock for the trans-
portation of refrigerated goods on European railways.

 1947 

The fi rst diesel locomotives enter main line operation 
on the Southern Pacifi c Railroad.

 First tubeless tyre

 1946 

A new Bridge over the Vistula river in Warsaw, Poland, 
is erected.

 1949 
Nineteen Eighty-Four published, a dystopian novel by 
English author George Orwell.

 1948 

First LP Vinyil record

The fi rst commercial instant fi lm camera, later to be 
generically known as the “polaroid”, is unveiled.

Invention of the First Transistor, by William Shockley, 
John Bardeen and Walter Brattain.

 1947 

Kon-tiki raft with its Norwegian crew journeys across 
the Pacifi c, demonstrating that prehistoric peoples 
could have travelled from South America to Oceania.

Chuck Yeager became the fi rst pilot to break the 
sound barrier during level fl ight flying the X-1 at Mach 
1.07 at an altitude of 45,000 ft (13,700 m).

 1946 

ENIAC: The first   electronic, large scale, gener-
al-purpose computer is activated at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

 1949 
Germany is divided up into two Republics - the Federal 
Republic of Germany (BDR) and the German Demo-
cratic Republic (DDR).

The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, COME-
CON (1949-1991)  is established under the leadership 
of the Soviet Union as  the  Eastern Bloc’s reply to the 
formation of the Organization for European Economic 
Co-operation in non-communist Europe.

The Council of Europe is inaugurated.

NATO established. The North Atlantic Treaty is signed 
and the Organization is set up with headquarters in 
London (moved to Paris in 1952, and fi nally to its 
current location, Brussels, in 1966).

 1948 
The Universal Declaration on Human Rights is adopted 
by the UN General Assembly.

The Organization for European Economic Co-operation 
(OEEC) is formed to administer USA and Canadian aid 
to Europe.

United Nations Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide is adopted by 
the UN General Assembly.

Marshall Plan - American economic aid programme to 
several European countries affected by World War II.

Proclamation of the Israeli Declaration of Indepen-
dence. David Ben-Gurion, the head of the Jewish 
Agency, declared “the establishment of a Jewish state 
in Eretz-Israel, to be known as the State of Israel”.

 1947 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
- UNECE - is established.
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 1946 
Start of the Cold War - a state of political and military 
tension after World War II between powers of the 
Western and the Eastern Blocs. Historians indicate 
Winston Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” speech in 1946 and 
the announcement of the Truman Doctrine in 1947 as 
references to its start.

 1945 

End of World War II

Charter creating the United Nations Organisation, 
successor to the League of Nations.
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 1948 
International Road Transport Union (IRU) is founded 
in Geneva.

Porsche 356

The International Road Federation (IRF) is estabished 
in Washington DC.

The Danube Commission is (re-)established by the 
Belgrade Convention.

SOLAS Convention for the safety of life at sea, third 
version

The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
establishes the UN Transport and Communications 
Commission.
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 1954 
Convention Concerning Customs Facilities for Touring 
and its Additional Protocol relating to the importation 
of tourist publicity documents and material, are done 
in New York.

Customs Convention on the Temporary Importation of 
Private Road Vehicles, is signed in New York.

ITC adopts 23 Resolutions, including on principles of 
international rate-fi xing, rational routing of rail traffi c, 
and on temporary importation of pleasure craft.

General Agreement on Economic Regulations for 
International Road Transport

 1953 
Working Party on Construction of Vehicles (Road), the 
predecessor to today’s WP.29, held its fi rst session.

Thirty new Resolutions are adopted by the ITC, includ-
ing on collection of charges from air travellers during 
the course of their journeys, and on opening hours of 
customs offi ces.

 1952 
ITC adopts 24 new Resolutions, including on competi-
tion between European maritime ports, containers, and 
the fi nancing of main international traffi c arteries.

International Convention to Facilitate the Crossing of 
Frontiers for Passengers and Baggage carried by Rail

International Convention to Facilitate the Crossing of 
Frontiers for Goods Carried by Rail

 1951 
Working Party on Inter-Modal Transport is established.

ITC adopts 16 Resolutions concerning transport of dan-
gerous goods, perishable foodstuffs, main international 
traffi c arteries and customs questions.

 1950 
The Working Party on Rail develops 32 Resolutions, 
and 3 Conventions on safety and border crossing 
facilitation between 1950-54.

ITC adopts 10 Resolutions concerning tourism, doc-
umentation of transport, general transport policy and 
coordination of inland transport.

European Agreement supplementing the 1949 Con-
vention on Road Traffi c and the 1949 Protocol on Road 
Signs and Signals

Declaration on the Construction of Main International 
Traffi c Arteries, signed at Geneva.

European Agreement on the Application of Article 23 
of the 1949 Convention on Road Traffi c concerning 
the Dimensions and Weights of Vehicles Permitted to 
Travel on Certain Roads of the Contracting Parties

First Annual Bulletin of Transport Statistics for Europe, 
1949, Vol. I

 1954  1953 
The European Conference of Ministers of Transport 
(ECMT) was established by a protocol signed in 
Brussls by 19 countries. 

Passenger car bogie exchange is equiped at Brest sta-
tion (Belarus), enabling direct passenger movement by 
changing track gauge of 1520 mm with the European 
standard of 1435 mm.

ECOSOC establishes a Committee of Experts on the 
Transport of Dangerous Goods.

 1952 

Radial tyres invented

 1951 
The fi rst patent for an automotive airbag system design 
is issued in Germany.

 1950 

Containers were introduced  by American entrepreneur 
Malcom McLean who initially applied containerization 
to land transport, but saw the opportunity of using 
container shipping as an alternative to acute road 
congestion in the early 1950s before the construction 
of the fi rst Interstate highways.

 1954 

The European Organization for Nuclear Research 
(CERN) is established.

The fi rst practical photovoltaic cell was publicly demon-
strated at Bell Laboratories.

The fi rst Nuclear Power Plant - Atomic Power Station 1 
Obninsk opens near Moscow.

First successful kidney transplant between two living 
patients is performed in Boston.

 1953 

The double-helix structure of the DNA molecule is 
discovered.

Samuel Beckett’s “Waiting for Godot” premiers in Paris.

Casino Royal, the fi rst James Bond novel is published 
by Ian Flemming.

 1952 

Bar code patented

 1951 

First coloured TV broadcasts in the USA

The video tape recorder (VTR) is invented.

 1950 

In the fi fties television became the dominant media.

First Formula 1 race is held at Silverstone, UK.

The fi rst credit card (Diners)

 1954 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average closes at an all time 
high, surpassing for the fi rst time peak levels of before 
the start of the Great Depression in 1929.

The Bilderberg Conference and fi rst meeting of the 
Bilderberg group

 1953 
The Nordic Council is inaugurated - establishing a com-
mon labor market and free movement across borders 
of participating countries without passports.

 1952 
Bonn-Paris Convention ends the allied occupation of 
West Germany.

The Customs Cooperation Council, the predecessor 
to todays World Customs Organization (WCO), is 
established.

The European Coal and Steel Community is estab-
lished by the Treaty of Paris (MONTANUNION).  

The “great smog” of London pushes British lawmakers 
to develop the 1956 and 1968 Clean Air Acts.

 1951 
ILO Convention concerning Equal Remuneration for 
Man and Women Workers for Work of Equal Value is 
drafted.

The United Nations Refugee Convention. Signed by 
144 State parties, it defi nes the term ‘refugee’ and 
outlines the rights of the displaced, as well as the legal 
obligations of States to protect them.

1950 
Robert Schuman, the French Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, presents a proposal for the creation of a 
pan-European organization. The proposal , known as 
the “Schuman Declaration” is considered to be the start 
of the European integration process towards the EU as 
it is today.

The European Convention on Human Rights is drafted 
by the Council of Europe.
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 1959 
The UN ECOSOC Transport and Communications 
Commission is terminated. Its functions are absorbed 
by ECOSOC, UN specialized agencies and by UN 
Regional Commissions, including the UNECE ITC.

Five new ITC Resolutions, including on the application 
of the 1958 Agreement, and on signs and signals for 
level crossings without gates or with half-gates.

Customs Convention on the International Transport of 
Goods under Cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Convention)

ITC Resolution No. 200 recommending harmonization 
of national legislation applicable to domestic transport 
of dangerous goods by road and rail with ADR and 
RID.

 1958 
First Census of Motor Traffi c on Main International 
Traffi c Arteries, (E/ECE/TRANS/CENSUS/1958) (E/F)

Agreement Concerning the Adoption of Uniform 
Conditions of Approval and Reciprocal Recognition of 
Approval for Motor Vehicle Equipment and Parts (“1958 
Agreement”)

ITC Resolutions adopted on dangerous goods trans-
port in pressure tanks, and on pallet pool.

Customs Convention concerning Spare Parts Used for 
Repairing Europe Wagons

 1957 
European Agreement on Road Markings

Resolution No. 1 of the Inland Water Transport Working 
Group SC.3 on the unifi cation of signs, signals and 
buoys on inland waterways - predecessor of CEVNI 
(European Code for Inland Waterways)  and SIGNI 
(Signs and Signals on Inland Waterways)

ITC Resolution No. 193 on International Transport of 
Perishable Foodstuffs by Land

European agreement concerning the international car-
riage of dangerous goods by road (ADR) and protocol 
of signature is done at Geneva.

 1956 
Customs Convention on the Temporary Importation for 
Private Use of Aircraft and Pleasure Boats

Customs Convention on the Temporary Importation of 
Commercial Road Vehicles

Convention on the Contract for the International 
Carriage of Goods by Road (CMR)

Establishment of Sub-Committee of ITC on Inland 
Water Transport SC.3.

Convention on the Taxation of Road Vehicles for 
Private use in International Traffi c

Convention on the Taxation of Road Vehicles engaged 
in International Passenger Transport

Convention on the Taxation of Road Vehicles engaged 
in International Goods Transport

Customs Convention on Containers

 1955 
First session of the Working Party on Transport of 
Dangerous Goods

ITC adopts fi ve new Resolutions, including on transport 
of bulky equipment, and on taxation of road vehicles for 
private use in international traffi c.

 1959 

Opening of the St. Laurence seaway between Canada 
and the United States of America, linking the Great 
Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean.

Swedish engineer Nils Bohlin’s three-point seat belt 
design introduced by Volvo as a standard item in the 
122 model.

CLEPA, the European Association of Automotive 
Suppliers,  is founded.

 1958 

The Boeing 707, entered in service and revolutionized 
civil aviation. It has also marked the end of transocean-
ic passenger liner ships. 

The fi rst year that the total number of passengers car-
ried by air exceeds the number of passengers carried 
by sea in transatlantic service.

 1957 
Art. 75 of the Treaty of Rome, establishing the EEC, 
includes provisions for Common Transport Policy. 

Start of the construction of a railway loading and 
distribution centre with car bogie exchange in Zahony 
Hungary, close to the Soviet Union border.

 1955 
The European Civil Aviation Conference is founded. 
The intergovernmental organisation seeks to harmo-
nise civil aviation policies and practices and promote 
understanding on policy matters between its member 
countries and other parts of the world.

Conclusion of the Bratislava Agreement by Directors 
of the Danube Shipping Companies to regulate market 
conditions (cartel).

The Tupolev Tu-104 was a twin-engine medium-range 
narrow-body turbojet-powered Soviet airliner and the 
world’s fi rst successful jet airliner. The Tu-104 was 
the sole jetliner operating in the world between 1956      
and 1958.

 1959 
The fi rst fl oat glass factory - engineer Pilkington revolu-
tionizes glass manufacturing.

Signal 30 - One of the fi rst road safety fi lms, having 
a high impact in the USA. Produced by Highway 
Safety Films Inc., and sponsored by the Ohio State           
Highway Patrol.

La Dolce Vita by Fellini

 1958 
USA President Dwight D. Eisenhower established the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

The fi rst clinical implantation into a human of a fully 
implantable pacemaker  at the Karolinska Institute, 
Sweden, using a device designed by Rune Elmqvist 
and surgeon Åke Senning.

Gugenheim Museum designed by Frank Lloyd Wright 
opens in New York.

Campaign for nuclear disarmament in the UK launches 
the now familiar and widely used peace symbol.

 1957 
West Side Story - by Arthur Laurents, Leonard 
Bernstein,  Stephen Sondheim and Jerome Robbins - 
premiers on Broadway.

The Fortran (previously FORTRAN) computer-pro-
gramming language is developed by IBM for scientifi c 
and engineering applications.

Atomium at the Universal Exhibition in Brussels

 1956 

The hovercraft is  invented.

First Eurovision song contest is broadcast from Luga-
no, Switzerland.

 1955 
The Salk polio vaccine approved by the US FDA.

First home micro-wave model

The birth of rock and roll (Elvis, Little Richard Chuck 
Berry)

Patent for “Velcro” a fabric that is inspired by burrs that 
stick to dog’s fur.

McDonalds fast food restaurant is founded.

 1959 
The Antarctic Treaty is signed, setting the continent as 
a scientifi c preserve, establishing freedom of scientifi c 
investigation and banning military activities on the 
continent.

 1958 
ILO Convention concerning Discrimination in Respect 
of Employment and Occupation is signed. It requires 
states to enable legislation which prohibits all discrim-
ination and exclusion based on gender, color, religion, 
national and social origin.

Explorer 1 was the fi rst satellite of the United States.

 1957 
Laika was a Soviet space dog who became one of the 
fi rst animals in space, and the fi rst animal to orbit the 
Earth. 

Treaty of Rome signed to create the European Eco-
nomic Community (EEC).

The European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) 
is set up.

The Soviet Sputnik is launched. It was the fi rst suc-
cessfully launched artifi cial Earth satellite, remaining   
in orbit for 92 days. 

 1956 

The Suez Canal crisis

 1955 
Warsaw Treaty Organisation   (1955-91) on Friendship, 
Cooperation and Mutual Assistance - a mutual defence 
organisation among eight  countries in Central and  
Eastern Europe - is established.

Rosa Parks is arrested for refusing to give up her seast 
on a bus to a white person, and the national civil rights  
movement begins.

 1956 
The fi rst commercially successful container ship, the 
Ideal-X

The set up of the Mosel Commission (MC) in accor-
dance with the 1956 Convention between France, 
Germany and Luxembourg on the canalization of the 
Mosel river.

25 European states sign the treaty to set up EUROFI-
MA, European Company for the Financing of Railroad 
Rolling Stock  with Headquarters in Basel, Switzerland.

The USA Federal-Aid Highway Act is signed by 
President Eisenhower. 25 billion dollars were allocated 
for the construction of a 41,000 mile Interstate Highway 
System.

The First Submarine Transatlantic Telephone Cable 
System (TAT-1) laid between Oban, Scotland and 
Clarenville, Newfoundland.

Publication of the United Nations: Recommendations 
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods
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 1964 
ITC adopts four Resolutions, including on the Carriage 
of Dangerous Goods on Inland Waterways (pending 
the adoption of an ADN), and on Ropeway Installations 
Open to the Public.

 1963  1962 
Agreement on Special Equipment for the Transport 
of Perishable Foodstuffs and on the Use of such 
Equipment for the International transport of some of 
those Foodstuffs (ATP) (Never entered into force and 
replaced by a second version in 1970.)

Vehicle Regulation no. 3, on retro-refl ecting devices is 
adopted.

Census of Motor Traffi c on Main International Traffi c 
Arteries, 1960 

The European Code for Inland  Waterways  (CEVNI) is 
established following approval by the ITC Sub-Commit-
tee on Inland Water  Transport.

 1961 

CMR enters into force on 02 July.

 1964 

Tokaido Shinkansen (Bullet Train) Tokyo to Osaka line 
inauguration. Maximum speed at the time was 210 
km/h.

Instead of reconstructing the Elisabeth bridge  
destroyed during World War II, a new bridge was built 
across the Danube in Budapest.

 1963 
Customs Convention on the ATA carnet for the tempo-
rary admission of goods - in the framework of WCO

Electrifi ed section Minsk - Olekhnovichi was put into 
operation on December 7. This event laid foundation of 
the electrifi cation of railway lines throughout Belarus.

 1962 
In order to develop the automobile industry, the South 
Korean government announces an “Automobile 
Industry Promotion Policy” and the Automobile Industry 
Protection Act. Today the country ranks fi fth in the 
world in automobile unit production and automobile 
export volume.

 1961 
First industrial robot is installed on a General Motors 
assembly line in New Jersey.

First Transatlantic Transmission of a Television Signal 
via Satellite - Andover Earth Station Telstar satellite.

 1960 
ITC Resolutions on standardization of cardboard 
packaging in the international transport of perishable 
foodstuffs, and on wooden packaging for fruits and 
vegetables in international transport and trade

First vehicle regulations under the 1958 agreement, 
Regulations Nos. 1 and 2 on headlamps, are adopted.

Convention relating to the Unifi cation of Certain Rules 
concerning Collisions in Inland Navigation

European Convention on Customs Treatment of Pallets 
Used in International Transport

 1960 

 1964 
The European Space Research Organization, prede-
cessor to the European Space Agency, is established.

NASA’s Mariner 4 space probe successfully approach-
es Mars and becomes the fi rst spacecraft to take 
images of a planet from deep space.

 1963 

The fi rst album of the Beatles

Wheels of Tragedy - another pioneering road safety 
fi lm that had a high impact in the USA. Produced by 
Highway Safety Films Inc., and sponsored by the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol.

 1962 

Rock band The Rolling Stones formed.

Computer mouse

The fi rst visible-spectrum (red) LED was developed  by 
Nick Holonyak, Jr.

 1961 

Black and Decker releases the fi rst cordless tools.

 1960 
The Pacifi c Ocean Mariana Trench, the bottom of 
which is at 10,911 meters the deepest known part of 
the worlds oceans, is reached for the fi rst time in a 
submarine.

Theodore Maiman developed the fi rst working laser.

The female birth-control contraceptive, the pill, was 
released in the United States after Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) approval.

Inauguration of Brasilia designed by Lucio Costa      
and Oscar Niemeyer. In response to rapid motorization 
growth, one of the most important elements taken into 
account in its planning stages was the cities transport 
infrastructure.

 1964 
US President Lyndon Johnson signs the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 into law. The Act outlaws discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, gender and national 
origin.

The United Nations Conference on Trade and De-
velopment (UNCTAD) is established as a permanent 
intergovernmental organization.

 1963 
Jon Fitzgerald Kennedy, President of the USA, is 
assassinated in Dallas, Texas.

“I Have a Dream” - Famous speech delivered to 
250,000 people in front of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington D.C. (USA) by Martin Luther King Jr.

 1962 
Cuban missile crisis, the closest that the two Cold War 
superpowers came to confrontation escalating to full 
scale nuclear war.

 1961 

Vostok 1: Sovient cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin becomes 
the fi rst human in space.

The Non-Aligned Movement is founded at the 1961 
in Belgrade at the Conference of Heads of State or 
Governments of the founding countries. Today the 
movement has 120 members.

 1960 
OPEC - The Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries is founded.

The Convention on the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) was  signed 
in December 1960 and the OECD offi cially superseded 
the OEEC in September 1961.

European Free Trade Association (EFTA) is estab-
lished.
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 1966 

National Highway Traffi c Safety Act in the USA

Sir Hugh Cairns’ initiative for a legislation on protective 
headgear by motorcyclists at workplace and in motor 
sports worldwide.

Initiative for Transrapid, German high-speed monoriail 
using magnetic levitation.

US President Lyndon Johnson signs the bill to set up 
Federal Department of Transportation (DOT), elevating 
transport to a cabinet-level post. Prior to its creation, 
the Under Secretary of Commerce for Transportation 
administered the functions now associated with the 
DOT.

 1969 
New Regulations under the 1958 Agreement are 
adopted, addressing motorcycle noise levels (R9), 
electromagnetic compatibility (R10), door locks (R11) 
and  the protection of the driver against the steering 
mechanism in the event of impact (R12). 

European programme of basic (census-type) statistics 
of inland transport (ST/ECE/TRANS/2) (E/F)

ITC Resolution No. 212 on Formalities for the Control 
of Live Animals and Foodstuffs recommends provision 
of services at frontier posts.

ITC Resolution No. 213 on the International Standard 
Industrial Classifi cation of all Economic Activities (ISIC) 
(Transport sector)

 1968 
ITC Resolution No. 211 on Customs Provisions for cer-
tain Transport Operations by Containers recommends 
that the provisions of the TIR Convention be applied 
to containers being carried for part of the journey by 
other transport modes without being loaded on a road 
vehicle.

Entry into force of ADR

The Vienna Conventions on Road Traffi c and on 
Road Signs and Signals are a breakthrough in global 
regulations for road transport: standardized traffi c 
conditions and road signs. The UNECE ITC provides 
the secretariat to the Conventions.

 1967 
Census of Motor Traffi c on Main International Traffi c 
Arteries, 1965 (E/ECE/TRANS/CENSUS/1965) (E/F)

Four new Regulations (nos. 5, 6, 7 and 8) under the 
1958 Agreement, concerning light equipment for 
vehicles, are adopted.

 1966 
ITC Resolution No. 209 on Transport of Dangerous 
Goods by Road recommending Governments to work 
towards harmonizing codes for the transport of danger-
ous goods, on the basis of the UN Recommendations 
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods by road, rail, 
inland waterways and sea.

Convention on the Measurement of Inland Navigation 
Vessels

 1965 
ITC Group of Rapporteurs on Intercontinental Transport 
by Containers is established (in 1979 it became the 
ITC Group of Experts on Combined Transport).

Convention on the Registration of Inland Navigation 
Vessels

 1969 

Maiden fl ight of Boeing 747. First fl own commercially 
in 1970, the 747 held the passenger capacity record 
for 37 years. The four-engine 747 uses a double deck 
confi guration for part of its length.

First fl ight of Concorde. It entered service in 1976 and 
continued fl ying for the next 27 years. Concorde was 
jointly developed and manufactured by Aérospatiale 
and the British Aircraft Corporation. Air France and 
British Airways  were the only airlines to purchase and 
fl y Concorde.

 1968 

Allen Breed invented a “sensor and safety system” , 
the world’s fi rst electromechanical automotive airbag 
system.

Tupolev Tu-154 jet passenger aircraft has its fi rst fl ight. 
With a cruising speed of 975 kilometres per hour, it was 
one of the fastest and most robust civilian aircrafts, 
widely used in Russia’s Arctic regions, operating from 
unpaved airfi elds with only basic facilities. 

The Tupolev Tu-144 was the world’s fi rst commercial 
supersonic transport aircraft (SST). It is one of only  
two SSTs to enter commercial service, the other being 
the Anglo-French Concorde. The design was a product 
of the Soviet Union’s Alexei Tupolev design bureau.

 1967  1965 

Inauguration of the Mont Blanc tunnel by presidents Gi-
useppe Saragat (Italy) and Charles de Gaulle (France).

 1969 
Smoke detector for home-use

The Woodstock Festival

Automated teller machine (ATM)

The Advanced Research Projects Agency Network 
(ARPANET) was an early packet switching network 
and the fi rst network to implement the protocol suite 
TCP/IP.

 1968 

Stanley Kubrick’s “2001: A Space Odyssey” had its 
world premiere on 2 April at the Uptown Theatre in 
Washington, D.C. 

 1967 

Habitat 67, an experiment in apartment living, became 
the permanent symbol of Expo 67 after it closed.

Dr. Christiaan Neethling Barnard, a South African 
cardiac surgeon, performed the world’s first successful 
human-to-human heart transplant.

 1966 

Venera 3 Soviet space probe crashes on Venus 
becoming the fi rst spacecraft to reach another planet’s 
surface.

 1965 
Gordon Moore describes the exponential growth trend 
in computing power which will become known as 
Moore’s law.

 1969 
SALT I negotiations start in Helsinki.

Apollo 11 was the spacefl ight that landed the fi rst 
humans on the Moon.

Willie Brandt starts the implementation of “Neue 
Ostpolitik”.

 1968 
Anti-establishment protests erupt world-wide, with a 
variety of agendas, predominantly guided by opposition 
to incumbent regimes and bureaucracies.

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons. Opened for signature in 1968, the treaty entered 
into force in 1970.

Customs Union of the European Community achieved.

 1967 
Treaty of Tlatelolco prohibiting Nuclear Weapons in 
Latin America and the Caribbean is drafted in Mexico 
City. It is embodied in the Agency for the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The Treaty on the Principles Governing Activities of 
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 
including the Moon and other Celestial Bodies, is 
opened for signature.

 1966 
The United Nations General Assembly adopts the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights.

 1965 

Cosmonaut Alexey Leonov, leaving his spacecraft 
Voskhod 2 for 12 minutes, becomes the fi rst person to 
“walk” in space.
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 1974 
Vehicle Regulation No. 29  (approval of vehicles with 
regard to the protection of the occupants of the cab of 
a commercial vehicle)

ADR amended by a Protocol amending article 14 (3).

ITC Resolution No. 220 on Prevention of the abuse of 
Customs Transit systems by drug smuggler

 1973 
Protocol on Road Markings, additional to the European 
Agreement Supplementing the 1968 Convention on 
Road Signs and Signals

The Convention on the Contract for the International 
Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by Road (CVR) 
is concluded.

Convention relating to the Limitation of the Liability of 
Owners of Inland Navigation Vessels (CLN), done at 
Geneva.

 1972 
The new, rervised, Customs Convention on Containers 
was signed in Geneva.

Vehicle Regulation No. 26, on external protection

ITC Resolution No. 219 on Transport by Road of 
packages of Dangerous Goods to Airports for Dispatch 
by air and vice versa

 1971 
European Agreement Supplementing the 1968 Con-
vention on Road Signs and Signals 

European Agreement Supplementing the 1968 Con-
vention on Road Traffi c

Vehicle Regulation No. 22, for protective helmets and 
visors

Vehicle Regulation No. 24, on emissions of diesel 
powered vehicles

Vehicle Regulation No. 25, for head restraints 

Pending entry into force of the ATP, ITC adopts Reso-
lution No. 218 recommending Reciprocal Recognition 
of Certifi cates of Conformity for Insulated, Refrigerated, 
Mechanically Refrigerated or Heated Equipment used 
for the International Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs 
by Land

First session of the Joint Meeting of the OCIT RID 
Safety Committee and of the ITC Working Party on the 
Transport of Dangerous Goods

 1970 
ITC adopts Resolution No. 216 recommending simpli-
fi cation of documents required in connection with the 
international movement of containers.

New Vehicle Regulations adopted under the 1958 
Agreement: 1st regulation on breaks (R13); Safety 
belt anchors (R14); 1st regulation on emissions (R15); 
Safety belts (R16); Seats and head-restraints (R17).

Agreement on the International Carriage of Perishable 
Foodstuffs and on the Special Equipment to be Used 
for such Carriage (ATP ) done at Geneva.

The European Agreement concerning the Work of 
Crews of Vehicles engaged in International Road 
Transport (AETR) (enters into force in 1976)

 1974 

Warsaw, Poland, replaces the 1946 Vistula bridge with 
a modern road transport infrastructure system.

 1972 

Volkswagen Beatle sales exceed those of the Ford 
Model-T .

General Motors Electro-Motive division introduces com-
puter control systems in its line of diesel locomotives.

First full-powered, full-size hybrid vehicle (by Victor 
Wouk)

 1970 
Penn Central, the dominant railroad company in the 
North-eastern United States, becomes bankrupt (the 
largest ever US corporate bankruptcy to that time) and 
marks the end of long-haul private sector passenger 
train services in the US.

The fi rst commercial designs of airbags.

First e-mail transmissions

 1974 
Hermann Hesse’s novel Steppenwolf fi lm adaptation 
released.

The funerary army of the fi rst Emperor of China, Qin 
Shi Huang, from approximately the late third century 
BCE, is discovered.

 1973 

Sydney Opera House by Jorn Utzon

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) used in medicine.

Birth of Genetic engineering - In 1973 Herbert Boyer 
and Stanley Cohen created the fi rst transgenic organ-
ism by inserting antibiotic resistance genes into the 
plasmid of an E. coli bacterium.

 1972 
Bobby Fischer defeats Boris Spaskiy in “The Chess 
Match of the Century” in Reykjavik.

US swimmer Mark Spitz wins 7 gold medals at the 
Munich Olympic Games.

Electronic ignition - Crysler

Lloyd Cross developed the integral hologram by 
combining white-light transmission holography with 
conventional cinematography to produce moving 
3-dimensional images. 

“The Limits to Growth”, commissioned by the Club      
of Rome, is published.

 1971 

The earliest fl oppy disks, invented at IBM, which 
were 8 inches wide and long, became commercially 
available.

 1970 

“Fibre-optic” that transmits light for telecommunication 
successfully developed by Corning Glass Works.

 1974 

Isabel Martínez de Perón becomes the fi rst woman 
President of Argentina and the fi rst woman non-mon-
arch head of state in the Western hemisphere.

The World Food Conference (FAO) is held in Rome 
in the wake of the devastating famine in Bangladesh 
during the preceding two years.

 1973 
Oil crisis

The fi rst EU enlargement: the United Kingdom, the 
Republic of Ireland and Denmark enter the European 
Economic Community.

 1972 
SALT I treaty is signed by Soviet leader Leonyid 
Breznev and US President Richard Nixon.

The United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment (Stockholm, Sweden) and its “Stockholm 
Declaration” marked the emergence of international en-
vironmental law. The conference led to the creation of 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Tragedy strikes at the Munich Olympics. Eleven 
Israeli Olympic team members are taken hostage and 
murdered by terrorists. 

 1971 
US dollar is devaluated for the second time in history.

Decimal day, the United Kingdom and Ireland decimal-
ize their currencies.

 1970 
Norway announces that it has rich oil depostis off its 
North Sea coast.

 1973 
Cell phone - the fi rst handheld mobile cellphone is 
demonstrated by Motorola in New York City.

Federal Express offi cially begins its operations, 
challenging established postal service operations and 
revolutionizing the industry.

MARPOL: The International Convention for the 
prevention of pollution from ships was adopted at the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO).

The start of production of catalytic converters.

Skylab, the fi rst US space station is launched.

The First Bosphorus Bridge in Istanbul is completed, 
offering the fi rst land transport connection between 
Southeast Europe and Asia Minor.

Adoption of the Convention Concerning Navigation on 
Bodensee (Lake Constance), a lake bordering Austria, 
Germany and Switzerland.

 1971 

The fi rst Auto Train operated under the control of the 
Auto-Train Corporation.

The fi rst radar for use with road traffi c is introduced.

First vehicle crash dummy (Hybrid I model)
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 1979 
European Agreement Supplementing the 1968 Con-
vention on Road Signs and Signals enters into force.

The fi rst session of the Group of Experts on Combined 
Transport was held on 10-13 September at the Palais 
des Nations in Geneva.

Vehicle Regulation No. 40, on motorcycle emissions

 1978 
The Protocol to the Convention on the Contract for the 
International Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by 
Road (CVR) is concluded.

RE.1 Consolidated Resolution on Road Traffi c fi rst 
published (under SC.1).

Protocol to the Convention relating to the Limitation 
of the Liability of Owners of Inland Navigation Vessels 
(CLN)

Revised TIR Convention comes into force.

The Protocol to the Convention on the Contract for 
the International Carriage of Goods by Road (CMR) is 
concluded.

Census of Motor Traffi c on Main International Traffi c 
Arteries, 1975 (E/ECE/TRANS/CENSUS/1975) (E/F)

Protocol to the Convention on the Contract for the 
International Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by 
Inland Waterways (CVN)

 1977 
The Trans-European North-South Motorway project 
(TEM) is established with a goal to ensure seamless 
connections throughout Europe, including access to 
markets.

Entry into force of 1968 Convention on Road Traffi c.

Under 1968 Convention on Road Traffi c, updates on 
Annexes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 enter into force.

 1976 
Proceedings of the Second Seminar on the Role 
of Transportation in Urban Planning, Development 
and Environment, Washington D.C. (USA). (TRANS/
SEM.1/4-HBP/SEM.12/4-ENV/SEM.5/4) 

ITC resolution No.223 abandoning the idea of an ADN 
Agreement and conferring the status of recommen-
dations to the European Provisions concerning the 
International Carriage of Dangerous Goods on Inland 
Waterways.

Convention on the contract for the international car-
riage of passengers and luggage by inland waterway 
(CVN)

 1975 
The European Agreement on Main International Traffi c 
Arteries (AGR) is concluded and opens for signature.

Vehicle Regulations Nos. 32 and 33, on rear-end and 
head-on collision

Vehicle Regulation No. 34, on fi re risks

Revised TIR Convention signed.

Adoption of SC.3 Resolution No.17 with the Rec-
ommendations on technical requirements for inland 
navigation vessels to facilitate the passage of the 
vessels from one river basin to another and to improve 
the safety of navigation, the protection of human life 
and the protection of environment.

Adoption of SC.3 Resolution No. 16 on Additions and 
Amendments to SC.3 Resolution No. 1 and extension 
of its scope: creation of Signs and Signals on Inland 
Waterways (SIGNI).

Agreement on the Minimum Requirements for Issue 
and Validity of Driving Permits (APC)

 1979 

High speed TGV trains introduced in France. The fi rst 
TGV trains travel at an average speed of 213 km/h and 
a top speed of 300 km/h.

The Maxi Taxi service is introduced in Trinidad and 
Tobago to improve public commuting services.

Adoption of the Second Additional Protocol to the 
Mahneim Act, according to which vessels that do 
not belong to the Rhine Navigation are only allowed 
to carry goods and passengers between two points 
situated on the Rhine and subject to conditions set by 
the CCNR or relevant bilateral agreements.

 1978 
The longest tunnel in New Zealand (8896m), the 
Kaimai Rail Tunnel on the East Coast Main Trunk 
Railway opened.

The Los Alfaques disaster was a road accident and 
tanker explosion which occurred near Tarragona, in 
Spain. The tanker truck was loaded with 23 tons of 
highly fl ammable liquefi ed propylene.

 1977 

The world’s fi rst personal computer, the Commodore 
PET

The fi nal run of the Orient Express between Paris and 
Istanbul

Horrible rail accident in Australia: At Granville, a suburb 
of Sydney, New South Wales, a commuter train derails 
and hits a bridge causing it to collapse on top of the 
train.

 1976 

Opening of Belgrade-Bar railway through the Balkans, 
476 km long, with 254 tunnels totalling 114 km  and 
over 435 bridges including Mala Rijeka viaduct, 198 m 
above ground level.

Adoption of the Agreement between the Federal 
Council of Switzerland and the French Government 
concerning navigation on Lake Geneva.

“Bison Futé” is probably the fi rst campaign that 
centralizes, at national level (France), information on 
road traffi c by card publishing (600,000 for summer 
1976), indication of alternative routes (3500 km), and 
the description of rest areas on motorways (18). The 
information is relayed by the media (64  newspapers). 
Thanks to “Bison Futé” there is a 30% decrease in 
congestion/obstruction  compared to the previous year.

 1975 

Bicycle helmet “Bell Biker”, a polystyrene lined hard 
shell, was fi rst released (the dominant form of helmet 
up to the 1970s was the leather “hairnet”).

The fi rst congestion charging system introduced: 
Singapore Area Licensing Scheme

British Rail’s Advanced Passenger Train achieves 245 
km/h.

The European Skippers Organisation (ESO) is 
founded. ESO looks after the interests of the European 
private inland shipping entrepreneurs, and to make 
sure that their voices are clearly heard by the European 
Commission.

 1979 
Philips publicly demonstrate a prototype of an optical 
digital audio disc - CD-ROM - at a press conference in 
Eindhoven, Netherlands.

The eradication of the smallpox virus is certifi ed.

 1978 
Artifi cial insulin is invented.

In-vitro fertilization

First GPS, but not yet for civilian use.

Sony’s fi rst prototype portable cassette player “Walk-
man” built by engineer Nobutoshi Kihara

 1977 
Star Wars by George Lucas released in cinemas.

Rubik’s Cube invented

Centre Georges Pompidou inaugurated. It was de-
signed in the style of high-tech architecture.

 1976 

NASA releases the famous ‘Face on Mars’ photograph, 
taken by Viking 1.

Apple Computer Company was established by Steve 
Jobs, Steve Wozniak and Ronald Wayne to sell the 
Apple I personal computer kit.

 1975 
Bill Gates and Paul Allen form a company at this time 
called Micro Soft in Albuquerque, New Mexico, to 
develop and sell BASIC interpreter software for the 
Altair 8800.

 1979 
The fi rst direct elections for the European Parlia-
ment are held, allowing citizens of nine European 
Community member states to elect 410 Members of 
the European Parliament. It was the fi rst international 
election in history.

SALT II agreement between the USA and the USSR is 
signed in Vienna.

 1978 
The Camp David Accords were signed by Egyptian 
President Anwar El Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin. The two framework agreements 
were signed at the White House, and were witnessed 
by USA President Jimmy Carter.

Polish born John Paul II becomes fi rst non-Italian Pope 
in nearly half a millennium.

Italian President Aldo Moro is assassinated by 
terrorists.

 1977 
The “Weather Warfare” Treaty is opened for signature. 
It is an international convention aiming to prohibit the 
military or other hostile use of environmental modifi ca-
tion techniques having widespread, long-lasting and 
severe effects.

First manned fl ight of USA space shuttle called 
Enterprise

 1976  1975 
The Group of Six G6, the predecessor to the current 
G7(8), is formed at a conference hosted by France.

The Helsinki Accords are signed at the Conference for 
European Security and Cooperation, today the OSCE, 
by nearly all European countries and by the USA and 
Canada. 

Apollo-Soyuz Test Project: An American Apollo and a 
Soviet Soyuz spacecraft dock with each other in orbit 
marking the fi rst such link-up between spacecraft from 
the two nations.
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 1984 
Methodological aspects concerning an intermodal 
evaluation of policy measures affecting international 
transport (GE36/8/10.10.1984)

Revision of CEVNI

 1983 
SC.1 Consolidated Resolution on the Facilitation of 
International Road Transport (R.E.4) . It aims to secure 
the greatest possible simplifi cation and harmonization 
of road transport regulations and procedures in Europe, 
a road transport regime which is coherent, fl exible, 
simple and designed to promote coordination among 
the various means of transport.

Training requirements for drivers of tank-vehicles 
carrying dangerous goods introduced in ADR.

Vehicle Regulation No. 53, on lighting installation for 
powered two-wheelers

Vehicle Regulation No. 54, on tyres for commercial 
vehicles

Vehicle Regulation No. 55, on mechanical coupling 
components

 1982 
International Convention on the Harmonization of Fron-
tier Controls of Goods signed (entry into force in 1985).

Vehicle Regulation No. 48, for lighting and light-signal-
ling devices

Vehicle Regulation No. 49, on diesel engine emissions

Vehicle Regulation No. 51, on four-wheeler sound 
emissions

 1981 
SC.1  Resolution on the identifi cation and signing of 
the E-Roads, to eliminate divergences

Vehicle Regulation No. 43, on safety glazing 

Vehicle Regulation No. 44, for child restraints 

Recommendations on Technical Requirements for 
Inland Navigation Vessels (Annex to SC.3 Resolution 
No. 17 revised) 

Adoption of SC.3 Resolution No.21 with recommen-
dations for the control of water pollution by inland 
navigation vessels.

 1980 
WP.30 adopts Resolution No. 41 on the application of 
certain provisions of the technical annexes to the TIR 
Convention and the use of the model of the TIR carnet.

Regulation No. 41 (Noise emissions of motor cycles)

Publication of an economic study on  the Danube-Od-
er-Elbe connection (updated in  1992).

 1984 

The fi rst commercial maglev transport system was 
simply called “MAGLEV” and offi cially opened in 1984 
near Birmingham, England. Maglev (derived from 
magnetic levitation), is a system of transportation that 
uses magnetic levitation to suspend, guide and propel 
vehicles from magnets.

Diesel particulate fi lters have been in use in automo-
biles since 1984 and on non-road machines since 
1980.

 1983 
The fi rst concept of Intelligent Transport Systems ap-
peared during mid 1980s when a new discipline, called 
Telematics, appeared on the market as a synergy of 
two existing disciplines: Telecommunications and Infor-
matics. The fi rst applications of telematics systems to 
road transport were identifi ed as Advanced Transport 
Telematics (ATT). 

 1982 

China Railway opens Zhicheng–Liuzhou railway, 885 
km in length with 396 tunnels totalling 172 km and 476 
bridges totalling 52 km.

 1981 

First TGV high speed rail service between Paris and 
Lyon shortening the travel time to 2 hours 40 minutes, 
and from 1983 to 2 hours.

 1980 

The St. Gotthard Tunnel opens in Switzerland as the 
longest highway tunnel in the world: 16,32 km from 
Goschenen to Airolo.

In the Bihar train disaster, a passenger train carrying 
800 or more passengers between Mansi and Saharsa, 
India derailed and plunged into the Bagmati river while 
it was crossing a bridge, estimates of the death toll 
range from 500 to 800. 

The M1 Magistral Route Nr.1, (Olimpijka) is a main 
road crossing Belarus. It forms a part of European 
route E30 and is the most important road link in the 
country. The road was built for the Moscow Olympic 
Games in 1980. 

Terrorist bombing at the railway station in Bologna, 
Italy, 85 people killed and more than 200 wounded.

 1984 
Tetris video game, designed by Alexey Pajitnov, is 
launched in the Soviet Union.

DNA  fi ngerprinting

 1983 

Pioneer 10 is the fi rst man-made object to leave the 
solar system.

 1982 

GPS made available for civilian use.

The migration of the ARPANET to TCP/IP is offi cially 
completed (this is considered to be the beginning of the 
true Internet).

Kary Mullis invents the polymerase chain reaction, a 
key discovery in molecular biology.

 1981 

IBM launches Personal Computer.

 1980 

John Lennon murdered in New York City.

 1984 
The United Nations Convention Against Torture and 
other Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
is adopted by the General Assembly and opened for 
signature. It has been signed by 160 countries to date.

The Winter Olympics are held in Sarajevo, the capital 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina and at the time a republic 
of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. These 
were the fi rst winter Olympic Games that were held in 
a socialist state.

 1983  1982 
The United Nations proclaims September 21st as 
International Peace Day. It is observed every year on 
this date.

The population of China exceeds 1 billion people, 
marking a milestone in single country population.

 1981 
AIDS fi rst clinically observed in the United States.

The second EU enlargement: accession of Greece

 1980 
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 1989 
WP.24 organizes the Global Seminar on the Impact of 
Increasing Dimensions of Loading Units in Combined 
Transport. Governments and the industry to reviewed 
the consequences of a possible introduction of larger 
than present ISO container standards for inland 
transport.

Convention on Civil Liability for Damage caused during 
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road, Rail and Inland 
Navigation Vessels (CRTD), of 10 October 1989

 1988 
Expert Group on Transport Trends and Policy is con-
verted into WP.5 on Transport Trends and Economics.

General trends regarding national transport policies 
(WP5/1/26.09.1988)

Working Party on Road Traffi c Safety (WP.1) estab-
lished.

Harmonization of frontier controls in rail transport 
(SC2/169/42 Session/23.11.1988)

TIR Handbook

Vehicle Regulation No. 73 (Lateral protection devices) 

Vehicle Regulation No. 75 (Tyres for powered 
two-wheelers) 

E-Road traffi c census repeated

Vehicle Regulation No. 79 (Steering equipment)

 1987 
Resolution No.46 of the Group of Experts on Customs 
Questions Affecting Transport, concerning measures to 
ensure the continued compliance of containers with the 
standards for transport of goods under customs seals.

The Annual Bulletin of Transport Statistics for Europe 
(ABTS)  computerized for the fi rst time.

Vehicle Regulation No.67 on Liquefi ed Petroleum Gas 
(LPG)

The importance of Logistics in the Economy - Concept 
of Transport Chains (GE 36/14/07.10.1987)

 1986 
Action programme concerning delays in journey times 
in combined rail/road transport (SC2/164/40 Session, 
05.11.1986)

The concept of Transport Chains / Questions related to 
the status of the transport centres in the Mediterranean 
(GE36/12/08.10.1986)

Compendium of Existing Regulations on Anchors 
Applied on European Inland Waterways (TRANS/
SC3/117) (E/F/R)

 1989 

German ICE trains - The fi rst ICE  (Inter City Express) 
trains were the trainsets of ICE 1 (power cars: Class 
401), which came into service in 1989. The fi rst regu-
larly scheduled ICE trains ran from 1991.

Hungary organizes an All-European Transport Con-
ference at Ministerial Level in Budapest. The opening 
statement by the host country indicates for the fi rst 
time, in front of an international auditorium, its intention 
to introduce a multi-party system and market economy.

 1988 

The fi rst post-panamax containership was introduced, 
an indication of the will to further expand economies of 
scale in maritime container shipping.

Opening of the Seikan Tunnel beneath the Tsugaru 
Strait connecting the islands of Honshū and Hokkaidō 
(53.85 km) as part of the Kaikyo Line of Hokkaido 
Railway Company.

First EU Aviation Liberalization Package

 1987 

World speed record for a diesel locomotive set by 
British Rail’s High Speed Train (HST), which reached a 
speed of 238 km/h.

 1986 

The United Kingdom and France announce plans to 
construct the Channel Tunnel. Construction starts in 
1988.

 1985 
Transport statistics: a census of traffi c on E-Roads and 
a census of traffi c on other non-urban roads according 
to the recommended method (ECE/TRANS/53 (annex 
3), ITC thirty-seventh session, Resolution 232)

Analysis of traffi c fl ows with a view to applying an 
intermodal approach (GE36/10/28.11.1985)

European Agreement on Main International Railway 
Lines (AGC), done at Geneva.

Adoption of SC.3 Resolution No. 25 on the Guidelines 
for Passenger Vessels also suited for carrying disabled 
persons.

 1985 
Microsoft Corporation releases the fi rst version of 
Windows, Windows 1.0.

Intergovernmental Organisation for International 
Carriage by Rail (OTIF) is established. It is an intergov-
ernmental organisation that governs international rail 
transport. As of 2015, 50 European, African, and Near 
Eastern states are members.

China Railway opens the world’s longest railway bridge 
at this date, carrying the Heze–Xinxiang line over the 
Yellow River (10.3 km).

20 December: EEC regulation 3821/85 made 
tachographs mandatory throughout the EEC as of 
September 29, 1986.

 1989 
The global concentration of carbon dioxide in Earth’s 
atmosphere reaches 350 ppm (parts per million) by 
volume.

 1988 
Stephen Hawking’s “A Brief History of Time” published 
- the book is commercial success and brings topics 
related to the research and understanding of the 
Universe into the mainstream.

 1987 

The ‘Mitochondrial Eve’ hypothesis is proposed based 
on DNA research.

 1986 
The fi rst surrogate pregnancy of an unrelated child. 
“Baby M” is born in the USA.

 1985 

First Live Aid concert

 1989 
9 November, Fall of the Berlin Wall

In a meeting off the coast of Malta, U.S. President 
George H. W. Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev release statements indicating that the Cold War 
between their nations may be coming to an end.

Political transition in Central and Eastern Europe 
(Czechoslovakia):The Velvet Revolution began some-
what spontaneously in November with a student march. 
At the same time the Civic Forum was established as 
a collection of spokespeople of the democratic  move-
ment led by Vaclav Havel. 

Political transition in Central and Eastern Europe 
(Poland): the Solidarity with Lech Walesa, a socio-po-
litical movement lead by workers and trade unionists, 
successfully transferred power away from communist 
government through a series of round table dealings.

Political transition in Central and Eastern Europe 
(Romania): on 25 December Nicolae Ceauşescu, 
General Secretary of the Romanian Communist Party 
from 1965 to 1989 and the country’s head of state from 
1967 to 1989,  was executed. 

Hungary opens the borders with Austria for GDR 
refugees.

 1988 

Perestroika, the Soviet Union economic restructuring 
programme starts.

Political transition in Central and Eastern Europe 
(Hungary): 1987-88 were the years of peaceful political 
transition in Hungary. In May 1988, fi rst secretary of the 
Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party, Janos Kadar was 
disposed of leadership. In a referendum on 26 Novem-
ber 1988 Hungarians confi rmed their wish for change.

 1987 

The World Commission on Environment and Devel-
opment, also known as the Brundtland Commission, 
publishes its report, Our Common Future.

The Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement

 1986 
Assassination of Olaf Palme, Prime Minister of Sweden.

The Single European Act (SEA), the fi rst major revision 
of the 1957 Treaty of Rome, is signed. The Act set 
the European Community an objective of establishing 
a Single Market by 31 December 1992, and codifi ed 
European Political Cooperation. It came into effect on 
1 July 1987.

The third EU enlargement: accession of Portugal and 
Spain.

Soviet space station Mir is launched. It was operational 
in low Earth orbit until 2001.

 1985 
The European Economic Community publishes its 
White Paper on Liberalization of the Internal Market. 
It identifi es 300 measures to be addressed in order to 
complete a single market.

The Schengen agreement is signed. Europe’s bor-
der-less Schengen Area (as of 1995) functions like a 
single state for international travel with border controls 
for persons travelling in and out of the area, but with no 
internal border controls.
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 1994 
Convention on Customs Treatment of Pool Containers 
Used in International Transport is concluded.

The alcohol/tobacco TIR Carnet with a higher 
guarantee (USD 200.000) was introduced in the TIR 
Convention.

Publication: Working Party on Construction of Vehicles 
- its role in the international perspective

Glossary for Transport Statistics (UNECE, Eurostat, 
ECTM)

 1993 
Convention on Road Traffi c 1968 - amendments 
entering into force in 1993: Amendment on Road 
safety education, coherent system of signals and road 
markings, general rules on drivers such as safety belts, 
mandatory and extra care to vulnerable road-users 
such as pedestrians and cyclist and particularly chil-
dren; provisions on speed and distance for all domestic 
roads; entering level crossings; driver behaviour and 
pedestrians; special regulation for tunnels indicated by 
special road signs; lamp use rules; rules of lighting of 
other vehicles and of certain road users such as animal 
drawn vehicles; technical requirements and inspection 
of vehicles.

1993 Consolidated version of Convention on Road 
Traffi c: 1993 Amendment of European Agreement 
supplementing 1968 Convention on Road Traffi c 
enters into force: Defi nitions, Obligations of Contracting 
Parties, Instructions given by authorized offi cials, 
General rules, Drivers, Flocks and herds, position of 
carriageway, overtaking and movement of traffi c in 
lines, passing of oncoming traffi c, speed and distance 
between vehicles, general requirements governing 
manoeuvres, special regulations relating to regular 
public-transport service vehicles, intersections and 
obligations to give way, rules applicable to pedestrians, 
behaviour of drivers towards pedestrians, standing and 
parking, motorway and similar roads, special rules ap-
plicable to cyclists, social rules applicable to residential 
areas, behaviour in case of accident.

Protocol amending article 1 (a), article 14 (1) and 
article 14 (3) (b) of the European Agreement of 30 
September 1957 concerning the International Carriage 
of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR)

 1992 
WP.24 prepared ITC Res. No. 241 after the second 
Global Seminar on the Impact of Increasing Dimen-
sions of Loading Units in Combined Transport. It 
concluded that no consensus on globally accepted 
dimensional standards for containers, applicable for 
inland transport, could be achieved between govern-
ments and the maritime container industry. As a result, 
ISO did not proceed with the standardization of a new 
series of containers.

ITC adopts the fundamental principles of offi cial statis-
tics in the UNECE region.

Four new ITC Resolutions, including on the Second 
road safety week in the UNECE region.

Adoption (jointly with ECMT) of SC.3 Resolution No. 30 
on Classifi cation of European Inland Waterways (IWW) 
introducing new classifi cation of IWW to account for 
new transportation techniques (push-towing, sea-river 
navigation, container and ro-ro transport etc.).

Adoption of SC.3  Resolution No. 31, Recommenda-
tions on Minimum Requirements for the Issuance of 
Boat master’s Licenses in Inland Navigation with a 
view to their Reciprocal Recognition for International 
Traffi c.

Adoption of SC.3 Resolution No. 32 on Ship’s certifi -
cate.

The Trans-European Railway project (TER) is estab-
lished with a goal to develop a coherent and effi cient 
international railway and combined transport system in 
accordance with the UNECE Pan-European infrastruc-
ture agreements.

ADR training requirements extended to drivers of 
vehicles carrying explosives.

 1991 
Adoption of the European Agreement on Important 
International Combined Transport Lines and Related 
Installations (AGTC) - entry into force: 1993

An “Inter-secretariat Working Group on Transport 
Statistics” established by UNECE/ITC, OECD/ECMT 
and Eurostat.

 1990 
Glossary of terms in combined transport published 
-  it had been prepared by an Inter-secretariat working 
group (European Commission, OECD/ECMT and 
UNECE/ITC).

The TIR Transit System publication

Europe’s Railway of the ‘90s - A white paper 

Vehicle Regulation No. 84 (1st regulation on fuel 
consumption)

Vehicle Regulation No. 87 (Daytime running lamps) 

ITC Resolution No. 235 - Road Safety Campaign in the 
ECE Region

 1990 
During mid 1990s the ATT systems and projects in-
creased in number and complexity. As a result, the ATT 
concept evolved into Road Transport Traffi c Telematics 
(RTTT), where not only technology but also the effects 
of its application on traffi c and travelling were taken 
into account.

The second EU Aviation Liberalization Package

 1991 
The fi rst ministerial conference on Inland Waterway 
Transport, Budapest

The fi rst Pan-European Transport Conference is held 
in Prague, at the ministerial level, resulting in the 
adoption of a Declaration, sponsored by the European 
Commission, ECMT and UNECE, on an “all European 
transport policy”.

The European Transport Workers’ Federation (ETF) 
is pan-European trade union organisation. The ETF 
represents more than 3.5 million transport workers 
from more than 230 transport unions and 41 European 
countries.

The Graz based  European Association for Accident 
Research and Accident  Analysis (EVU) is a pan-Euro-
pean association of experts in the fi eld of road accident 
research and reconstruction.

 1992 
Opening of the Rhine-Main-Danube canal marking the 
creation of a Trans-European inland waterway stretch-
ing from the North Sea to the Black Sea.

Annual number of TIR Carnets exceed one million.

 1993 

Inauguration of the Eurotunnel/Channel tunnel between 
France and the United Kingdom.

EU: Third Aviation Liberalization package

The Berlin U-Bahn reopens direct connections across 
the line that was formed by the Berlin Wall, reuniting 
the city’s rapid transit system.

The British Railway act of 1993 sets in motion the 
privatization of the UK’s railways.

 1994 
The European Federation of Inland Ports (EFIP) is 
the voice of nearly 200 inland ports in 18 European 
countries, promoting the role of European inland ports 
as intermodal nodal points in the transport and logistic 
chain, combining inland waterway with rail, road, and 
maritime transport.

“The Vienna Paper” (Conference of Ministers of Trans-
port of Central European Countries, in Brijuni, Croatia), 
prepared by Austria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Slovakia and Slovenia, represents a program 
of traffi c infrastructure construction for those countries. 
102 rail, road and inland waterway transport projects 
were submitted. 

The second Pan-European Transport Conference, 
held in Crete, Greece, endorsed the “Progress Report 
Towards Indicated Guidelines for further Development 
of Pan-European Transport Infrastructure”; the report 
was largely based on the Prague Declaration.

Directive 94/55/EC requires member states of the 
European Union to apply the requirements of the 
ADR UN Treaty extended for international transport of 
dangerous goods by road to domestic traffi c.

 1994 
The IBM Simon, a touchscreen mobile phone and 
personal digital assistant, is considered the fi rst smart-
phone that was brought to market.

 1993 
The MP3 (Portable Digital Audio) fi le format was 
published. This sound format later became the most 
common standard for music on PCs and digital audio 
players.

 1992 
The edict of the Roman Catholic Inquisition of 1633 
against Galileo Galilei is fi nally lifted.

First confi rmed detection of extrasolar planets with an-
nouncement of the discovery of several terrestrial-mass 
planets orbiting the pulsar PSR B1257+12.

 1991 
The fi rst web page goes live on August 6, 1991. It 
was dedicated to information on the World Wide Web 
project. It ran on a NeXT computer at the European 
Organization for Nuclear Research, CERN.

 1990 

The Hubble Space Telescope (HST) is a space tele-
scope that was launched into low Earth orbit, marking 
the most signifi cant advance in astronomy since 
Galileo’s telescope.

 1994 
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), an international environmental 
treaty negotiated at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 
(1992), entered into force. Its objective is to “stabilize 
greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at 
a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic 
interference with the climate system”.

 1993 

The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
passes the legislative houses in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico.

 1992 
The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 
(Agenda 21) was a document produced at the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
(Earth Summit). Agenda 21 consists of 27 principles 
to guide countries in sustainable development.                 
It was signed by over 170 countries.

Treaty of Maastricht creates the Single European 
Market.

The Czechoslovakia Federal Assembly votes to split 
the country into the Czech Republic and Slovakia as 
of 1993.

 1991 
The United States and the Soviet Union sign the 
START I treaty limiting strategic nuclear weapons.

Break-up of the Soviet Union and the formation of The 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).

Last COMECON summit, during which dissolution of 
the organization was agreed, took place in Budapest, 
Hungary.

The Visegrad Group was formed in Visegrad, Hungary 
at a meeting of the heads of state of Hungary, Czecho-
slovakia and Poland. The work of the Group refl ects 
efforts of the four countries (Hungary, Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia) to work together within 
the transition and European integration process.

Break-up of SFR Yugoslavia

 1990 
East Germany and West Germany reunify. The Ger-
man Democratic Republic joined the Federal Republic 
of Germany to form the reunited nation of Germany, 
and Berlin reunited into a single city. The unifi cation 
process, offi cially referred to as German unity (Ger-
man: Deutsche Einheit), is celebrated on 3 October 
(German Unity Day).

Inauguration of the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD).
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 1996 
International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associ-
ations launches its annual Young International Freight 
Fowarder of the Year Award programme.

The restoration of the railway link between Hungary 
and Slovenia is agreed. In the 1980s rail tracks were 
removed between Zalalövő and Bajánsenye (Hungary). 
In 2001 a rail link was inaugurated between the two 
countries, the fi rst time after 60 years of rail construc-
tion in Hungary.

The International Motor Vehicle Inspection Commit-
tee (CITA), international non-profi t association, is 
established.

CULTURE, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

 1999 
Overhaul of the TIR system on the basis of extensive 
amendments to strengthen control over the TIR system.

TIR Executive Board (TIRExB) was established to 
monitor the application of the TIR Convention and 
functioning of the guarantee system.

Entry into force of the AGN.

Reception Facilities for the Transfer of Waste Gener-
ated on Board Ships on European Inland Waterways 
(TRANS/SC.3/150) (E/F/R)

 1998 
International TIR Databank of Persons Authorized to 
Utilize TIR Carnets - User Instructions for Data Entry 
Mask (on CD-ROM) (E/F)

The 1998 Agreement - Global technical regulations 
for wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts which 
can be fi tted and/or be used on wheeled vehicles - is 
concluded.

Vehicle Regulations No. 106 on pneumatic tyres for 
agricultural vehicles and their trailers, and No. 107 on 
final construction of buses and coaches.

Adoption of SC.3 Resolution No.40 on the International 
Certifi cate of Competency for pleasure craft.

Adoption of  SC.3 Resolution  No.41 on pleasure Craft 
Used Exclusively for Pleasure Navigation.

Publication of the fi rst edition of the Inventory of Main 
Standards and Parameters of the Waterway Network 
(Blue Book).

ITC Resolution No. 246 on the Third Road Safety 
Week in the UNECE Region

The fi rst session of the United Nations Special Pro-
gramme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA)  
Working Group on Transport took place in Almaty. 

 1997 
WP.1 establishes a group of representatives from 
France, Germany, Poland and Switzerland to examine 
documents transmitted by ECMT and defi ne actions to 
be taken under priorities such as: signs for round-
abouts, use of car phones, behaviour of motorists at 
pedestrian crossings, siting of traffi c signs, defi nition of 
moped and motorcycle, and variable traffi c signs.

97/836/EC: Council Decision on accession by the 
European Community to the Agreement of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe

Standardized UNECE Vocabulary for Radio-Connec-
tions (ECE/TRANS/NONE/97/92) 5-language booklet 
E/F/R/German/Dutch

The 1997 Agreement -  Concerning the Adoption of 
Uniform Conditions for Periodical Technical Inspections 
of Wheeled Vehicles  - is concluded.

Adoption of the Protocol on Combined Transport on 
Inland Waterways to the European Agreement on 
Important International Combined Transport Lines and 
Related Installations (AGTC).

 1996 
ITC/WP.24-ILO-IMO. The ITC, with ILO and IMO, 
develops a comprehensive guidelines for the safe 
stowage and securing of cargo in intermodal loading 
units.

ADR training requirement extended to drivers of 
vehicles carrying all kinds of dangerous goods in 
packaged form.

Vehicle Regulation for Electrical Vehicles (EV)

Adoption of the European Agreement on Main Inland 
Waterways of International Importance (AGN).

Adoption of SC.3 Resolution No.35 on Standardized 
UNECE vocabulary for radio connections in inland 
navigation.

Publication of the White Paper on Trends in and Devel-
opment of Inland Navigation.

 1995 
Contracting Parties adopted a Recommendation on 
control system for TIR Carnets to reduce the risks for 
the guarantee system and embarked on a serious re-
view process to introduce more governmental controls 
into the TIR system and to avoid future crises.

The 1958 Agreement is revised, allowing non-ECE 
members to participate, accede and apply UN Vehicle 
Regulations.

 1995 
Establishment of the Mekong River Commission, as 
the culmination of cooperation efforts of South-East 
Asian initiated in 1957 for the purpose of capitalizing 
the potential of the river to be a major transport, trade 
and communication artery for the region.

1994-97. Privatization of British Rail. Ownership of 
track and infrastructure passed to Railtrack in 1994 
(replaced by Network Rail in 2002), with passenger 
operations franchised afterwards to 25 individual pri-
vate-sector operators and freight services sold outright.

 1997 
The third Pan-European Transport Conference is 
held in Helsinki. Conclusion: The nine Pan-Euro-
pean transport corridors in the CEE region and the 
guidelines adopted for the development of the EU 
Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) constitute 
a valid basis for coherent infrastructure development at 
Pan-European level.

Toyota Prius. Although in 1900 Ferdinand Porsche 
developed the Lohner-Porsche Mixte Hybrid, the 
fi rst gasoline-electric hybrid automobile in the world, 
hybrid-electric vehicles did not become widely available 
untill the Toyota Prius entered the market.

Publication of the 10th revised edition of the United 
Nations Recommendations on the Transport of Danger-
ous Goods, reformatted as “Model Regulations”.

 1998 

Belgian High Speed Line 1 (HSL 1) put into service, 
reducing the travel time between Brussel - Paris to 
1h25 and between Brussels - London to 2h36.

Norway’s fi rst high-speed railway opens,  between Oslo 
S via Oslo Airport, Gardermoen to Eidsvoll.

Singapore introduces Electronic Road Pricing.

VW Lupo - the fi rst 3L car

 1999 
In late 1990s the concept of Telematics evolved into 
ICT and Road Transoport and Traffi c Telematics 
(RTTT) evolved into Intelligent Transport Systems 
(ITS), an umbrella concept for a range of technologies 
applied to transport infrastructures, vehicles and users.

International Convention on the simplifi cation and 
harmonization of Customs procedures (Revised Kyoto 
Convention) signed at WCO.

Fire in the Mont Blanc Tunnel kills 39 people, closing 
the tunnel for nearly 3 years.

Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS)

IRU Academy is launched. It offers specialized cours-
es, including the Certifi cate of Professional Compe-
tence for Drivers (CPC).

The Maxi Taxi School Transport Service is initiated 
in Trinidad and Tobago. It secures 34.000 seats for 
school children daily commutes.

 1999 
David Bowie’s Hours becomes the fi rst complete music 
album by a major artist available to download over the 
Internet in advance of the physical release.

 1998 

The International Space Station (ISS)

 1997 

Deep Blue defeats Garry Kasparov. It was the fi rst time 
that a computer defeated a chess grand master in a 
match.

 1996 
Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) crisis, 
commonly known as the mad cow disease, lead to the 
European Union banning exports of British beef with 
effect from March; the ban was fi nally lifted in 2006.

Dolly (5 July 1996 – 14 February 2003) was a female 
domestic sheep, and the fi rst mammal to be cloned 
from an adult somatic cell, using the process of nuclear 
transfer.

 1995 

Cosmonaut Valeri Polyakov returns after setting a 
record for 438 days in outer space.

 1999 
Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland became Mem-
bers of the NATO.

NATO bombards the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, 
with the intention to stop further escalation of ethnic 
confl icts.

 1998 

The EURO currency is  introduced to world fi nancial 
markets, under the European Economic and Monetary 
Union, as an accounting currency replacing the ECU.

 1997 
The Kyoto Protocol is an international treaty which 
extends the 1992 UNFCCC. It commits State Parties to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It entered into force 
in 2005. There are currently 192 parties to the Protocol.

The transfer of sovereignty over Hong Kong from the 
United Kingdom to the People’s Republic of China, 
ending 156 years of British colonial governance.

 1996 
The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty is 
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. It 
bans nuclear explosions for both civilian and military 
purposes in all environments. 

The Commonwealth of Belarus and Russia is formed. 
The basis of the Union was strengthened on 2 April 
1997, with the signing of the “Treaty on the Union 
between Belarus and Russia” also changing its name 
to the Union of Belarus and Russia.

 1995 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) is established to 
replace the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT).

The Schengen Agreement, easing cross-border travel, 
goes into effect in several European countries.

The fourth EU enlargement: Austria, Finland and 
Sweden join the EU
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 2004 
ITC Resolution No. 253 on A Global Role for UNECE 
Working Party on Road Traffi c Safety (WP.1)

SC.3 Resolution No. 52, European recreational inland 
navigation network

SC.3 Resolution No. 57, Guidelines and Recommenda-
tions for River Information Services (RIS)

SC.3 Resolution No. 58, Guidelines and Criteria for 
Vessel Traffi c Services on Inland Waterways

 2003 
The Working Party on Combined Transport was 
renamed Working Party on Intermodal Transport and 
Logistics. In 2004 it became part of the Joint ECMT/
UNECE Working Party/Group on Intermodal Transport 
and Logistics, meeting twice a year. Following termina-
tion of the ECMT Working Group in 2006, the Working 
Party was renamed again, in 2007, as Working Party 
on Intermodal Transport and Logistics.

Set of Guidelines for Socio-Economic Cost Benefi t 
Analysis of Transport Infrastructure Project Appraisal 
(Sales No. 03.II.E.22) (E/R)

Combined Census of Motor Traffi c and Inventory of 
Standards and Parameters on Main International Traffi c 
Arteries in Europe in 2000 - CD-ROM (E) 

ITC Resolution No. 251 on Fourth Road Safety Week 
in the UNECE Region

Vehicle Regulation No. 114, on replacement airbag 
systems

 2002 
Adoption by the UNECE Inland Transport Committee of 
the Plan of Actions for implementation of the decisions 
taken by the Rotterdam Conference.

The Transport, Health and Environment Pan-European 
Programme (THE PEP) launched with the secretariat 
support by UNECE Transport Division, UNECE Envi-
ronment Division and WHO Europe.

Extensive technical amendments to the TIR Conven-
tion adopted.

Annual number of TIR Carnets exceeded 3 million.

eTIR project on computerization of the TIR procedure 
launched.

ITC Resolution No. 249 on Safety in Road Tunnels as 
a response to the Mont-Blanc tunnel fi re of 1999.

 2001 
International Combined Transport Lines and Related 
Installations (AGTC)

Entry into force of the “restructured” ADR and inclusion 
of provisions for “Dangerous Goods Safety Advisors”.

Amendment of the European Agreement supple-
menting 1968 Convention On Road Traffi c enters into 
force: Obligations of the contracting party, Transitional 
provision, Technical requirements and inspections of 
vehicles.

Vehicle Regulation No. 110, on LNG and CNG vehicles

Vehicle Regulation Nos. 112 and 113, for LED head-
lamps

Publication: World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle 
Regulations (WP.29) – How It Works, How to Join It

SC.3 Resolution No. 48, Recommendation on Elec-
tronic Chart Display and Information System for Inland 
Navigation

 2000 
Working Party on Construction of Vehicles was 
transformed into the World Forum for Harmonization of 
Vehicle Regulations WP.29.

European Agreement concerning the International 
Carriage of dangerous Goods by Inland Waterway 
(ADN) is concluded.

 2004 
The International Sava River Basin Commission is 
established to implement the Framework Agreement on 
the Sava River Basin between Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, Croatia, Serbia and Slovenia.

Railway trade unions protest against the plan for 
restructuring of Polish National Railways. Regional ser-
vices were to be split into 16 companies and transfered 
to the jurisdiction of regional governments.  In 2005 the 
government and unions sign an agreement to suspend 
the proposed reform, but the confl ict is not resolved.

WHO-World Bank Report on Road Traffi c Injury 
Prevention

M250 Series Super Rail Cargo entered service in 
Japan, with the objective of reducing emissions and 
carrying general freight for small package forwarders.

EU second railway package

UN General Assembly resolution 58/289 “Improving 
global road safety” establishes United Nations Road 
Safety Collaboration (UNRSC) – mandates WHO and 
UN regional commissions to lead global road safety 
coordination.

The World Economic Forum introduces its Global 
Competitiveness Index with Infrastructure as one of 12 
ranking pillars.

The International Rail Transport Committee (CIT) is set 
up as a legal entity in its own right, with headquarters 
in Bern.

 2003 
Last commercial fl ight of Concorde.

Electrifi cation of the Trans-Siberian Railway, a project 
begun in 1929, is completed. 

UN General Assembly adopts two resolutions on Road 
Safety Crisis,  57/309 in May and 58/9 in November.

Introduction of security provisions in the 13th revised 
edition of the United Nations Recommendations on 
Transport of Dangerous Goods.

London Congestion Charging 

International Ministerial Conference of Landlocked De-
veloping Countries (LDCs) takes place in Almaty, with a 
special focus on transport connections, and results with 
the Almaty Programme of Action.

Reform of Russian Railways / incorporation of the 
Russian Railways as a joint stock company.

 2002 

Completion of 360 km of dual gauge track on Ban-
gladesh Railway, improving connections between the 
previously isolated east and west networks and giving 
1676 mm gauge access to Dhaka, the capital.

Start of construction of Millau Viaduct. The highest 
bridge tower in the world with the mast atop pylon    
(P2 : 343 m) and the two highest pylons in the world 
(P2 =245m and P3 =  221m). With its bridge deck at 
270m, it s the highest cable-stayed bridge in the world. 

The World Bank publishes “Cities on the move : a 
World Bank urban transport strategy review”.

The World Bank Trade & Transport Facilitation in South 
East Europe project is launched.

 2001 
Estonian rail privatization: 66% interest in Eesti Raud-
tee, the state railway of Estonia, is sold to a private 
holding company with international investors “Baltic 
Rail Services”. 

EU transport policy for 2010: time to decide

Rome, Italy, introduces  congestion charging.

Second Pan-European conference on inland waterway 
transport, Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

The Mária Valéria bridge on the Danube, joining Esz-
tergom in Hungary and Štúrovo in Slovakia, is fi nally 
reconstructed and opened. It was blown up in 1944 by 
retreating German troops.

Adoption of the Budapest Convention on the Contract 
for the Carriage of Goods by Inland Waterways (CMNI).

EU fi rst railway package

 2000 

Lærdal Tunnel (Norway): the longest road tunnel in the 
world (at the time) opens for traffi c.

The Øresund or Öresund Bridge is a combined 
twin-track railway and dual carriageway bridge-tunnel 
across the Øresund strait, connecting Malmö, Sweden 
and Copenhagen, Denmark. It is the longest road and 
rail bridge in Europe. Furthermore, the Øresund Bridge 
connects the road network of Scandinavia with those of 
Central and Western Europe.

 2004 

Facebook, a social networking service and website 
launched, bringing online social networking into the 
mainstream.

 2003 

Skype software application, allowing users to make 
voice and video calls and chats over the Internet, 
is launched, ushering in the era of internet voice 
communication. 

 2002 

A large section of the Antarctic Larsen Ice Shelf begins 
disintegrating, consuming about 3,250 km (2020 mi) 
over 35 days.

 2001 
The Budapest Open Access Initiative, a public state-
ment of principles promoting open access to scientifi c 
research literature, is launched at a conference con-
vened in Budapest by the Open Society Institute.

Wikipedia launches on the internet.

 2000 
UNESCO adopted the Universal Declaration on Cultur-
al Diversity and in 2002 the UN General Assembly (res-
olution 57/249) declared May 21 to be the World Day 
for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development.

The Human Genome Project international consortium 
announce the completion of the fi rst draft and initial 
analysis of the human genome sequence.

 2004 
Indian Ocean earthquake causes Tsunami, with an 
estimated 230,210 fatalities across the Indian Ocean 
coast, from South-East Asia to Africa, it is the fi fth 
deadliest earthquake in recorded history.

Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia 
and Slovenia join NATO.

The fi fth EU enlargement - Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Estonia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Hungary, Malta and Cyprus become members.

 2003  2002 
The World Summit on Sustainable Development, or 
UN Earth Summit 2002 takes place in Johannesburg, 
South Africa (Rio+10).

Euro coins and banknotes entered into circulation on 1 
January 2002.

The Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty, signed in 
Moscow by Russian President V. Putin and US Pres-
ident G.W. Bush, replacing the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty of 1972 and the START II Treaty of 1993, comes 
into force.

 2001 
9/11 Terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre in 
New York City and Pentagon in Washington D.C.

 2000 
United Nations Millennium Declaration  launches the 
Millennium Development Goals to be achieved by 
2015.
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 2005 
Bombardier is awarded a contract to build 361 passen-
ger cars for a new Chinese rail line to Lhasa, Tibet; due 
to the destination’s altitude the cars shall be equipped 
with special UV-fi ltering glass and a unique oxygen 
enriching system.

WCO SAFE Framework of Standards to Secure and 
Facilitate Global Trade adopted.

UN General Assembly resolution 60/5 “Improving 
global road safety” 

World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffi c Victims 
declared.

The world’s largest passenger Airbus A380, a dou-
ble-deck, wide-body, four-engine jet airliner, has its 
fi rst fl ight.

The fi rst annual Sustainable Transport Award was 
presented to Bogotá for implementing the TransMilenio 
BRT, integrating bicycle infrastructure with mass transit, 
and redefi ning and reclaiming public space for its 
citizens.

CULTURE, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

 2009 
Second ITC policy segment: Discussion on the impact 
of globalization on transport, logistics and trade 

UNECE ITC and ITC/WP.1 exhibition at the Global 
Ministerial Conference on Road Safety

UNECE.ITC.WP.6. WP.6 adopted the Statistical Hand-
book on Passenger Transport by Buses and Coaches. 

Introduction of obligation for traders to provide NCTS 
with electronic TIR data.

New annex 9 to the Harmonization Convention on rail 
transport border crossing adopted.

Adoption of the fourth revised edition of CEVNI.

 2008 
First ITC policy segment: Discussion by Ministers of 
Transport of countries in Euro-Asian region on future 
development of Euro-Asian transport links

The Additional Protocol to the CMR concerning the 
electronic consignment note (e-CMR) is signed

UNECE ITC.WP.6 adopted the Classifi cation system 
for transport statistics (NST 2007) and the Handbook 
on Statistics on Road Traffi c.

Entry into force of ADN.

WEB TOOL for monitoring the AGC Agreement is 
launched.

Publication: Joint Study on Developing Euro-Asian 
Transport Linkages

Recommendation on the use of HS code on the TIR 
Carnet adopted by the TIR Administrative Committee.

New annex 8 to the Harmonization Convention came 
into force.

 2007 
ITC activities during  the  First UN Global Road Safety 
Week

Updates to the 1968 Convention on Road Traffi c (Arti-
cle 45)  - Distinguishing sign of vehicles in International 
Traffi c

UNECE Transport Statistics Database is published 
online.

International E Road Network Map - European Agree-
ment on Main International  Traffi c Arteries (AGR)

Status update on Vehicle Signs in International Traffi c 
(contracting parties and distinguishing signs)

Vehicle Regulation No. 123, for Adaptive Front-lighting 
Systems (AFS)

Requirements applicable to the passage of vehicles 
carrying dangerous goods through road tunnels are 
introduced in ADR.

Adoption of Resolution No. 258 of the Inland Transport 
Committee on supporting further development of inland 
water transport.

 2006 
Convention on Road Traffic 1968 amendments enter 
into force: cyclists, changing direction (left turns), 
provision to mobile phones, cycle lanes, road tunnels, 
state registration in registration plate, harmonizing driv-
ing permits and transitional provisions of contracting 
parties, parking in case of emergency, distinguishing 
sign of motor vehicles and trailers.

Convention on Road Signs and Signals 1968 amend-
ments enter into force: coverage of E.7 Sign, signs at 
entrance and exit of tunnels, using blue for marking 
conditions or restrictions, visibility of temporary road 
markings, symbol red for danger or emergency.

Amendment of European Agreement supplementing 
the 1968 Convention on Road Traffic enters into force: 
drivers, speed and distance between vehicles, standing 
and parking, special rules for cyclists, moped drivers.

UNECE ITC/WP.1 hosts the fi rst International Road 
Safety Film Festival

TEM and TER master plan fi nal report

Amendment to European Agreement Supplementing 
the 1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals 
entering into force: compulsory roundabout.

Convention on International Customs Transit Proce-
dures for the Carriage of Goods by Rail under Cover of 
SMGS Consignment Notes

Annex 10 to the TIR Convention on the introduction of 
control system for TIR Carnets adopted.

ITC Resolution No. 257 Concerning the First United 
Nations Global Road Safety Week

Adoption of SC.3 Resolution No. 61, Recommenda-
tions on Harmonized Europe-Wide Technical Require-
ments for Inland Navigation Vessels.

Adoption of SC.3 Resolution No. 63, International Stan-
dards for Tracking and Tracing in Inland Waterways.

 2005 
Annex 8 to the Harmonization Convention on road 
transport border crossing

Vehicle Regulation No. 117, for Tyre rolling sound 
emissions and wet grip adhesion

Vehicle Regulation No. 118, on burning behaviour 
of materials used in the construction of vehicles (fi re 
protection)

Security provisions become applicable under RID and 
ADR.

Publication of the Inventory of existing legislative ob-
stacles towards the establishment of a harmonized and 
competitive pan-European inland navigation market, 
and proposals for solutions to overcome them.

SC.3 Resolution No. 59, Guidelines for Waterway 
Signs and Marking

SC.3 Resolution No. 60, International Standards for 
Notices to Skippers and for Electronic Ship Reporting 
in Inland Navigation

The Working Party on Intermodal Transport and 
Logistics adopted an opinion on the standardization of 
45 ft. ISO containers stressing their legal incompatibil-
ity with present road transport regulations and safety 
standards in most UNECE member countries.

 2006 
Emma Mærsk, the largest container ship is launched.

Indian Railways begins construction on a new rail 
bridge that will become the highest railroad bridge 
in the world. The bridge, crossing the Chenab River 
at 359 meters, will also include the world’s largest 
supporting arch spanning 1,315 meters.

EU White Paper “European transport policy for 2010: 
time to decide” - revised

First UN Global Road Safety Week

Third Pan-European Conference on Inland Water 
Transport, Bucharest, Romania

The Dublin Declaration of ECMT launches the Interna-
tional Transport Forum.

 2007 
Re-Nationalization of Estonian Railways: Estonia’s 
minister of economic affairs Mr. Edgar Savisaar signed 
an agreement to purchase BRS’ share of Estonian 
Railways for Kroon 2.35 billion ($US 191.1 million).

The Lötschberg Base Tunnel (LBT) opens. It is a 
34.57-kilometre railway base tunnel on the BLS AG’s 
Lötschberg line cutting through the Bernese Alps of 
Switzerland some 400 m below the old Lötschberg 
Tunnel.  

Zhongnanshan Tunnel (China): the longest two-tube 
road tunnel in the world opens for traffi c.

Stockholm, Sweden, introduces congestion charging.

EU third railway package

High speed trains travelling at 350 km/h are introduced 
in Spain.

Privatization of Hungarian Freight Rail Operator: MAV 
Cargo, the freight arm of state railway MAV, is sold to 
Rail Cargo Austria and Austro-Hungarian company 
GYSEV.

 2008 
Milan, Italy, starts trial program Ecopass, charging low 
emission standard vehicles and exempting alternative 
fuel vehicles and vehicles using conventional fuels but 
compliant with the Euro IV emission standard.

The EU Single European Sky (II) proposed by the 
European Commission is based on four pillars: perfor-
mance, single safety, new technologies and managing 
capacity on the ground.

China offi cially opens the Beijing-Tianjin Intercity Rail-
way line, the fi rst in the world regularly to host trains 
traveling up to 350 km/h.

Eiksund tunnel (Norway): The deepest undersea road 
tunnel of the world opens for traffi c.

EU Parliament Cross-border enforcement in the fi eld 
of road safety proposal for Directive -  on speeding, 
drink-driving, non-use of a seatbelt, falling to stop at a 
red traffi c light.

Directive 2008/68/EC on inland transport of dangerous 
goods requires member states of the European Union 
to apply the requirements of ADR, RID and ADN to 
domestic traffi c.

UN General Assembly resolution 62/244 “Improving 
global road safety”

 2009 

First section of Istanbul-Ankara High Speed Rail Line, 
between Ankara and Eskişehir (245-kilometre), opens. 

The First Global Ministerial Conference on Road 
Safety (Moscow), represented a historic opportunity to 
make progress on tackling a leading cause of death 
and disability. As many as 1500 participants including 
ministers, representatives of UN agencies, civil society 
organizations and private companies attended the 
meeting. The Moscow Declaration invited the UN 
General Assembly to declare a Decade of Action for 
Road Safety 2011-2020.

The railway between the Iranian cities of Kerman and 
Zahedan establishes a rail link between Europe and 
the Middle East with the Indian Subcontinent for fi rst 
time, albeit with break-of-gauge.

EU: Third maritime safety package (ERIKA I-II)

EDINNA (Education in Inland Navigation) is an educa-
tional network of inland waterway navigation schools 
and training institutes aiming at achieving structured 
cooperation and a harmonized education, training and 
certifi cation system for inland waterway personnel.

 2009 

At  the European Organization for Nuclear Research 
(CERN), the Large Hadron Collider’s (LHC) fi rst 
high-power collisions took place. CERN LHC tunnel is 
located in Switzerland and France.

 2008 

The Bahrein World Trade Centre is a 240-meter high, 
50-fl oor, tower complex located in Manama, Bahrain. 
The two towers are linked via three sky bridges, each 
holding a 225kW wind turbine, totalling to 675kW wind 
power capacity.

 2007 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) publishes its fourth assessment report, having 
concluded that global climate change is “very likely” to 
have a predominantly human cause.

 2006 

Twitter, an online social networking and microblogging 
service, revolutionizing the media industry, is launched.

 2005 
Climateprediction.net project (run from Oxford Universi-
ty) announces fi rst results indicating a long term Earth 
surface temperature increase due to global warming of 
between 2 and 11 degrees Celsius, as a consequence 
of doubling carbon dioxide levels.

 2009 
Albania and Croatia join NATO.

Slovakia adopts the Euro.

The Treaty of Lisbon comes into force, amending the 
two treaties which comprise the constitutional basis of 
the European Union (EU).

 2008 
Global fi nancial crisis

Cyprus and Malta adopt the Euro.

 2007 
Bulgaria and Romania join the European Union.

The Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lith-
uania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia join the 
Schengen border-free zone for passengers.

 2006 
Montenegro independence referendum and dissolution 
of the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro.

 2005 
Hurricane Katrina caused severe destruction along the 
entire Gulf of Mexico coast of the USA, much of it due 
to the storm surge and levee failure. Severe loss of life 
and property damage occurred in coastal areas.
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 2014 
Seventh ITC policy segment: Innovations for            
sustainable mobility

The Group of Experts on Safety at Level Crossings     
is established by UNECE ITC WP.1, SC.1 and SC.2, 
in close cooperation with relevant stakeholders, 
especially the International Level Crossing Awareness 
Day (ILCAD) initiative partners and the International    
Union of Railways (UIC).

Publication: Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation 
for Intermodal Transport

IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of 
Cargo Transport Units (CTU code)

First session of the Group of Experts on Road Signs 
and Signals 

Third revised edition of the AGN

 2013 
Sixth ITC policy segment: Making the Euro-Asian 
transport network operational

Joint Declaration on the promotion of Euro-Asian rail 
transport and activities towards unifi ed railway law

ADN requirements concerning stability of tank-vessels 
carrying dangerous goods and training of masters of 
such vessels upgraded in response to the Waldhof 
capsizing on the Rhine in 2012.

E-book: Regional Perspectives on preventing 
alcohol-related road crashes involving vulnerable road 
users

Phase III of the EATL project (2013-17),  aims at 
making the Europe-Asia overland links operational. It is 
focused on coordination and facilitation of fi nancing of 
infrastructure projects.

Publication: Inland Transport Security Discussion 
Forum Proceedings

Vehicle Regulations No. 127 on pedestrian protection, 
No. 129 on enhanced child restraints, No. 130 and 
on lane departure warning, and No. 131 on advanced 
emergency brakeing systems (AEBS)

Publication: Ad Hoc Workshop PPP Schemes and 
Railways

 2012 
Fifth ITC policy segment: Intelligent mobility - thinking 
about tomorrow’s transport

UNECE and OSCE joint publication: Handbook of Best 
Practices at Border Crossing - A Trade and Transport 
Facilitation Perspective

Publication: Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) for 
Sustainable Mobility

TEM and TER revised Master Plan - Final report

Publication: World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle 
Regulations (WP.29) – How It Works, How to Join It, 
3rd edition.

Adoption of the second revision of the Blue Book and 
deployment of the Blue Book Online Database

Rule 2 on checks of safety related vehicle pods is 
added to the 1997 Agreement.

2nd UN Global Road Safety Week

 2011 
Fourth ITC policy segment: Transport of dangerous 
goods: Global and regional dimensions

First session of Group of Experts towards Unifi ed 
Railway Law

Publication: Spectrum of Road Safety Activities - pre-
senting the UNECE Action Plan for the UN Decade of 
Action on Road Safety

Publication: Transport for Sustainable Development in 
the ECE Region

Belgrade Conference - UN Decade of Action on Road 
Safety

 2010 
Third ITC policy segment: Discussion on the inland 
water transport in the UNECE -  “Sustainable transport 
development: the case of inland water transport”

The fourth illustrated edition of the Glossary for 
Transport Statistics published jointly by UNECE, ITF 
and Eurostat.

UNECE and FIBA launch global road safety campaign 
during the 2010 FIBA World Championship in Turkey. 
Basketball stars promote the “play and drive by the 
rules” message. The campaign was developed to 
inform and encourage people around the world to  
respect the rules, on the road as well as on the court. 

UNECE ITC publication: Hinterland connections of 
seaports

The “Financing development of road and rail transport 
infrastructures” conference is held within the auspices 
of the Trans European North-South Motorways (TEM) 
project  and Trans European Railway (TER) project.

Working Party on Rail Transport Group of Experts on 
Unifi ed Railway Law issues the document “Appeal from 
Bern”, urging efforts towards harmonizing international 
railway law.

 2014 
The UN SG High-level Advisory Group on Sustainable 
Transport, tasked to provide recommendations on 
sustainable transport actionable at global, national, 
local and sector levels, publishes its concluding report 
“Mobilizing Sustainable Transport for Development”.

2nd United Nations Conference on LDCs in Vienna 
- an overview of progress made by the world’s 32 
LDCs since the adoption of the Almaty Programme of 
Action. The outcome of the conference is the Vienna 
Programme of Action.

UN General Assembly resolution 68/269 “Improving 
global road safety” 

Turkmenistan hosts a high-level conference on the 
role of transport and transit corridors. UN General As-
sembly resolutions, Nos. 69/213 and 70/197 promoting 
sustainable transport, are adopted.

The Road tunnel under the Vistula river in Gdansk, 
Poland, is constructed.

Construction starts on the New Suez Canal project 
in Egypt, to expand the capacity of the existing Suez 
Canal with a new 35 km waterway.

 2013 
Entrepreneur Elon Musk proposed the Hyperloop  
mass transit system.

EU Commission proposal for a fourth railway package, 
to be transposed by 2019.

Norway announces the Stad penninsula bypass Ship 
Tunnel project, to be launched in 2018. At 45m high 
and 36m wide, and water depth at 12 m, the tunnel will 
be able to handle ships of up to 16,000 tones.

 2012 
Rwanda, Burundi and Tanzania undertake feasibility 
study for the construction of a railway line from Isaka 
to Kigali and from Keza to Musongati via Gitega in 
Burundi, and to upgrade the existing railway line from 
Dar es Salaam to Isaka.  

EU recast of the third railway package

UN General Assembly resolution 66/260 “Improving 
global road safety”.

 2011 
Zero emissions race concludes at the Palais de 
Nations in Geneva.

More than 2 billion people used the Internet.

Inland navigation tank-vessel “Waldhof”, loaded with 
sulphuric acid, capsizes and sinks on the Rhine. Two 
crew members lose their lives and two others are 
injured. Vessel traffi c on the Rhine is fully closed for 32 
days, 450 vessels are unable to continue downstream 
for longer periods.

 2010 
The last breakthrough was made in the new rail tunnel, 
making the Gotthard (Switzerland) the scene of a 
record once again.

Volcanic ash from one of several eruptions beneath 
Eyjafjallajökull, an ice cap in Iceland, begins to disrupt 
air traffi c across northern and western Europe.

UN General Assembly resolution 64/255 “Improving 
global road safety”

Shanghai Metro overtakes London Underground as the 
world’s largest urban transit system (now serving: 420 
km with 235 stations).

Sustainable Transport Award 2010 for the implantation 
of the Linha Verde (Green Line) is awarded to the city 
of Curitiba, Brazil.

 2014 
Researchers  demonstrate proof-of-concept that the 
HIV virus can be eliminated from the DNA of human 
cell cultures.

Hubble Ultra-Deep Field image composed of, for the 
fi rst time, the full range of ultraviolet to near-infrared 
light is released.

 2013 
Researchers induce “twisted light” beams in optical 
fi bres, allowing for extremely high-bandwidth data 
transfer.

The Chinese Chang’e 3 landed on the moon, the fi rst 
Lunar landing in 37 years.

 2012 
CERN scientists announced detection of the Higgs 
boson.

Michael Phelps became the most decorated Olympian, 
winning his 22nd medal at the 2012 Summer Olympics. 
He increased his tally to 28 medals after the 2016 
Summer Olympics.

 2011 

NASA began a historic voyage to Mars with the Nov. 26 
launch of the Mars Science Laboratory, which carried a 
car-sized rover named Curiosity.

 2010 
In 2010, Dubai’s Burj Khalifa became the tallest man-
made structure ever built, standing at 828 m.

 2014 
The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) is established. 
The treaty was signed by the leaders of Belarus, 
Kazakhstan and Russia. Armenia and Kyrgyzstan 
acceded in 2015.

 2013 
The West African Ebola virus epidemic (2013–2016) 
was the most widespread outbreak of Ebola virus 
disease (EVD) in history—causing loss of life and 
socioeconomic disruption in the region.

Pope Francis of Argentina was elected as the fi rst 
Pope from the Americas.

Croatia joins the European Union, as the 28th member 
state.

 2012 
The United Nations Conference on Sustainable De-
velopment in Rio de Janeiro, Rio+20 or Earth Summit 
2012, was the third international conference on sustain-
able development aimed at reconciling the economic 
and environmental goals of the global community.

 2011 
Japan Tōhoku Earthquake and Tsunami  leads to 
more than 16 thousand casualties and causes nuclear 
accidents, meltdowns at the Fukushima Daichi nuclear 
power-plant complex.

New START, a nuclear arms reduction treaty between 
the United States and the Russian Federation, entered 
into force.

 2010 
An explosion on BP’s Deepwater Horizon offshore 
drilling rig, operating in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast 
of Louisiana, became the worst environmental disaster 
in United States history.

The Eurozone and the International Monetary Fund 
agree on a bailout package for Greece.
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 2017 

 2017 
Tenth ITC policy segment: On the occasion of the 70th 
anniversary of the Committee a Ministerial Meeting is 
organised titled: Past and Future of the UNECE Inland 
Transport Committee - Ministerial Resolution

ITC Resolution No. 264 of the Working Party on Road 
Traffi c Safety on the occasion of the seventieth anni-
versary of the Inland Transport Committee

ITC Resolution No. 256 of the Working Party on Road 
Transport on the occasion of the seventieth anniversa-
ry of the Inland Transport Committee

ITC Resolution No. 266 on International Rail Passen-
ger Traffi c on the route East-West

70th Anniversary of the UNECE Inland Transport 
Committee

 2017 

 2017  2016 
The Gotthard Railway Base opening ceremony was 
held in June 2016. This is the longest rail tunnel in    
the world at 57.09 km.

The Panama Canal Expansion project creates a new 
lane of traffi c along the Canal, doubling the waterway’s 
capacity.

The Transit Elevated Bus concept is presented in 
Qinghuangdao, China.

Global Conference on Sustainable Transport is con-
vened by UN SG in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan.

UN General Assembly resolution 70/260 “Improving 
global road safety” 

100 years of the Trans-Siberian railway

 2016 
Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory 
detects gravity waves, ripples in the fabric of space 
and time, emitted from a collision of two black holes, 
100 years after Einstein theoretically predicted their 
existence.

Boeing announces its new unmanned submarine the 
Echo Voyager. At 51-feet long, it is designed to allow 
up to six months of power before it needs to surface 
again. It can reach depths of 6,000 meters.

 2015 
Scientists announce the discovery of Homo Naledi, a 
previously unknown species of early human in South 
Africa.

NASA announced that liquid water has been found on 
Mars.

 2016 
New Urban Agenda, Quito Declaration on Sustainable 
Cities and Human Settlements for All is adopted 
at the United Nations Conference on Housing and 
Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) held in 
Quito, Ecuador.

In a referendum held in June, British voters gave their 
government a mandate to start negotiations with the 
EC on conditions for the exit of the UK from the EU - 
BREXIT.

 2015 
3rd International Conference on Financing for Develop-
ment, Addis Ababa. A UN General Assembly Resolution 
(69/313), endorsing the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, 
reaffi rms the need to address special challenges and 
needs of LDCs.

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), “Trans-
forming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”, is a set of seventeen aspirational 
“Global Goals” with 169 targets (paragraph 54 of UN 
Resolution A/RES/70/1).

Participants at the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference COP 21 negotiated the global Paris  
Agreement on preventing climate change.

Massive migration of citizens from war-torn countries of 
the Middle East to Europe.

 2016 
Ninth ITC policy segment: Innovations for sustainable 
inland transport with special attention to information 
and communication technologies

Afghanistan (2013), Pakistan (2014) and China (2016) 
join the TIR Convention.

ITC Resolution No. 263 on the Work of the Group of 
Experts towards the Unifi ed Railway Law

Publication: United Nations Motorcycle Helmets Study

Vehicle Regulation No. 136, for electric powered 
two-wheelers

 2015 
Eight ITC policy segment: Rethinking sustainable 
urban transport and mobility to meet the challenges of 
a new era

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
appoints Mr. Jean Todt, the president of the Fédération 
Internationale de l’Automobile, as his Special Envoy  
for Road Safety.

Publication: Together with UNECE on the Road to 
Safety

Publication: Transport for Sustainable Development - 
The Case of Inland Transport

Under a SAARC sub-regional initiative, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India and Nepal sign a Motor Vehicles 
Agreement on road, water and rail routs, allowing 
commercial and personal vehicles to travel among the 
four countries.

Publication: Preventing Drinking and Driving in Africa

Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation 
between UNECE and IRU in the computerization of the 
TIR procedure and the fi rst eTIR Pilot Project between 
the Iran and Turkey.

Vehicle Regulations No. 134 on hydrogen fuel vehicle 
safety, and No. 135, on pole side impact

Adoption of the fi fth revision of CEVNI and of the fourth 
revision of the International Certifi cate for Operators of 
Pleasure Craft (SC.3 Resolution No. 40).

 2015 
European Commission announces a three pillar 
(road infrastructure pricing; market access in the road 
sector; social and safety aspects) Road Transport 
Package that will  include legislative and non-legislative 
initiatives.

2nd Global High-Level Conference on Road Safety 
in Brasilia. 2200 delegates adopted the “Brasilia 
Declaration on Road Safety” agreeing on ways to halve 
road traffi c deaths by 2020 – a key milestone within 
SDG target 3.6. 

Automaker Volkswagen is alleged to have been 
involved in worldwide rigging of diesel emissions tests, 
affecting an estimated 11 million vehicles globally.

Swiss Solar Impulse solar powered airplane and 
its crew start their journey, and circumnavigate the     
globe in 16-1/2 months.
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