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Tanks
		Clarification on using tanks after the deadline specified for the next test or inspection
[bookmark: _Hlk27131928]		Proposal transmitted by the International Union of Wagon Keepers (UIP) and the International Union of Railways (UIC)[footnoteRef:2]*, [footnoteRef:3]**  [2: 	*		In accordance with the programme of work of the Inland Transport Committee for 2018-2019, (ECE/TRANS/WP.15/237, annex V, (9.2)).]  [3: 	**	Circulated by the Intergovernmental Organisation for International Carriage by Rail (OTIF) under the symbol OTIF/RID/RC/2020/12.] 

		Introduction
1.	As Poland has already noted in document ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.1/2019/19 from the Joint Meeting in Spring 2019, the operation of tanks whose intermediate inspection has expired is not properly dealt with in the regulations. However, the Joint Meeting did not adopt an improved text.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	At the same time, it will be noted that, unlike Poland’s interpretation, refilling within the 3-month period referred to would also currently be permissible.
3.	In order to achieve clarification and consensus in the working group on tanks, it is proposed make the rules on operation in Chapter 4.3 more specific and to refer to these rules in Chapter 6.8.



		Proposal
4.3.2.3.7	Amend to read as follows (new text is shown in bold and deleted text is crossed 		out):
“4.3.2.3.7	Tank-wagons, demountable tanks, battery-wagons (RID)/fixed tanks (tank-vehicles), demountable tanks, battery-vehicles (ADR), tank-containers, tank swap bodies and MEGCs may not be filled, or offered or accepted for carriage after the deadline date specified for the next test or inspection required by 6.8.2.4.2, 6.8.2.4.3, 6.8.3.4.6 and 6.8.3.4.12 has expired.
However, tank-wagons, demountable tanks, battery-wagons (RID)/fixed tanks (tank-vehicles), demountable tanks, battery-vehicles (ADR), tank-containers, tank swap bodies and MEGCs filled prior to the date of expiry of the last periodic specified for the next inspection may be carried:
(a)	for a period not to exceed one month after the expiry of these deadlines the date specified, if the inspection due is a periodic inspection in accordance with 6.8.2.4.2;
(b)	unless otherwise approved by the competent authority, for a period not to exceed three months after the expiry of these deadlines of the date specified, if the inspection due is a periodic inspection in accordance with 6.8.2.4.2, in order to allow the return of dangerous goods for proper disposal or recycling. Reference to this exemption shall be mentioned in the transport document;
(c)	for a period not to exceed three months after the date specified, if the inspection due is an intermediate inspection in accordance with 6.8.2.4.3.”
4.	In order to harmonise the texts concerning inspections in 6.8.2.4 and to link to this specific stipulation in 4.3.2.3.7, a footnote to 6.8.2.4.2, 6.8.2.4.3 and 6.8.3.4.6 should be introduced.
“*	For the rules on limiting the period of use of tanks after the specified date, see 4.3.2.3.7.”
5.	In order to achieve further clarification, an alternative footnote would be useful:
“*	Tanks may not be filled after the expiry of the date specified for the next test or inspection due. For the rules on limiting the period of use of such tanks, see 4.3.2.3.7. After the expiry of these periods allowed for use, tanks shall successfully undergo the respective periodic or intermediate test or inspection that is due, before further operation or return to service.”
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