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Economic Commission for Europe 
Inland Transport Committee 
Working Party on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 
Joint Meeting of the RID Committee of Experts and the 
Working Party on the Transport of Dangerous Goods     16 December 2019 
Bern, 16–20 March 2020 
Item 9 of the provisional agenda 
Any other business 

  Request for consultative status by the European Recycling 
Industries’Confederation (EuRIC) 

  Note by the secretariat 

  The secretariat has received a request for consultative status from EURIC as reproduced 
hereafter 



Romain Hubert

From: Julia Blees <jblees@euric-aisbl.eu>
Sent: 17 September 2019 18:19
To: Romain Hubert
Cc: Rosa Garcia Couto; Laurence Berthet; Conrad Jochen
Subject: RE: Working Party on the Transport of Dangerous Goods / Observer Status 
Attachments: Consultative status_EuRIC.pdf; EURIC Tableau de bord du 17.09.2019 à 07.43.53.pdf; EuRICAisbl-

MB.pdf; Données de l'entité enregistrée _ BCE Public Search.pdf; 
EuRIC_Position_Norwegian_Proposal_.pdf; EuRIC-Position_Basel_Convention_R-Codes.pdf; 
EuRICStatementontheOECDimplementation (5).pdf

Importance: High

Dear Mr. Hubert,  

We would like to again express our interest in obtaining consultative status to the RID/ADR/AND Joint Meeting of 
Experts and therefore, I am pleased to share with you the documents in order to request such status.  

You will find in attachment: 
 The document summarising the information under a), b), c), d), f) and g) below
 Most recent financial statement
 Copy of EuRIC Statutes
 Copy of certificate of registration
 Some EuRIC position papers related to waste shipments

Please do let me know whether you need additional information! 

I look forward to your reply and would like to thank you again for your support in this process.  

Best regards, 
Julia  

Julia Blees 
Policy Officer, European Recycling Industries' Confederation (EuRIC) 
+32 489 09 08 95 | jblees@euric-aisbl.eu
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/
Boulevard Auguste Reyers 80, 1030 Brussels

This e-mail and any attachments are intended solely for the intended recipient(s). This e-mail is confidential and may also be 
legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient(s), please notify us immediately and delete this message from your 
system without first printing or copying it.

 If you print this email, please recycle it. Paper is renewable, recyclable and the natural support of ideas. 
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EuRIC request for consultative status to the RID/ADR/ADN  

Joint Meeting of Experts 

 

We would like to express our interest in obtaining consultative status to the RID/ADR/AND Joint 

Meeting of Experts.  

EuRIC, the European Recycling Industries’ Confederation, is the Confederation representing the 

interests of the European recycling industries. EuRIC brings together European and National 

recycling Associations from 21 EU and EFTA countries as listed below: 

 

Country Name of Association  

Austria  Bundesgremium (WKÖ) 

Belgium Coberec 

Bulgaria  BAR 

Czech Republic  SVDS 

Finland  Kuusakoski Oy 

Finland  Finnish Scrap Dealers Association 

Finland  Lassila & Tikanoja 

France FEDEREC 

Germany  BDSV 

Germany  BVSE 

Germany VDM 

Greece  SEPAN 

Hungary HOSZ 

Italy Assofermet 

Italy AIRA 

Italy UNIRIMA 

Italy FISE-UNICIRCULAR 

Netherlands FNOI 

Netherlands MRF 

Norway Norsk Returmetall 

Poland IGMNIR 

Poland IPHGZ 

Portugal APOGER 

Slovakia ANSDS 

Spain FER 

Spain REPACAR 

Sweden SRI 

Switzerland VSMR 
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UK  BMRA 

UK  The Recycling Association 

Romania NAPEFERM 

Romania OPP REMAT 

Serbia Steel Impex DOO 
(Indicative list not including Partners or Sponsors representing other streams such as tyre 

recycling). 

Through our Members we represent companies involved in the collection, processing, recycling, 

transport and trade of a variety of recyclables (metals, paper, plastics, glass, tyres and beyond) 

across Europe.  

EuRIC’s primary mission is to act as interface between the industry and the European Union or 

other governing bodies, to serve as a platform for information and to promote the open, 

constructive and fact-based dialogue with all the stakeholders in the value chain.  

The governing body of EuRIC, our Board, is compromised of the Presidents and Vice-Presidents 

of our different branches for different waste streams and headed by a President and by three 

Vice-Presidents (below in bold). The different EuRIC Branches are:  

➢ European Ferrous Recycling Branch (EFR); 

➢ Non-Ferrous Recycling Branch (EUROMETREC); 

➢ Paper Recycling Branch (ERPA); 

➢ Plastic Recycling Branch (EPRB).  

 

Name of Board Member Affiliated Association / Company Country of 
Nationality 

Cinzia Verzzosi ASSORFERMET Italy 
Jean-Phillipe Carpentier FEDEREC  France 
Alicia Garcia-Franco FER Spain  
Thomas Braun bvse Germany 
Susie Burrage  BMRA United Kingdom  
Ion Olaeta Bolinaga Group Otua Spain  
Hans van de Nes Sortiva  Netherlands 
Peter Hodecek  Scholz GmbH Austria  
Howard Bluck BMRA United Kingdom  
Thomas Papageorgiou ANAMET Greece  
Andreas Otto Melosch Export GmbH Germany 
Piritta Laurila Finnish Scrapdealers Association  Finland  
Sebastien Ricard  Paprec France 
Daniel Houska  SVDS  Czech Republic 
Paul Mayhew MBA Polymers UK Ltd United Kingdom  
Sophie Sicard  Paprec France  

 

EuRIC has a strong interest in the goals and objectives of the Joint Meeting since our Members 

recycle but also transport a large variety of wastes, some of which are dangerous. Here, for 

example the fact that the criteria for hazardous waste differ from the criteria for dangerous goods 

is problematic for our Members when transporting certain wastes. It is therefore immensely 

important to us to participate to the discussions and to support ensuring that the dangerous  
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goods provisions are harmonized as closely as possible to simplify the transports our Members 

are carrying out.  

EuRIC participates to various working groups on different levels and takes part in different 

activities. For example:  

 

➢ Observer to the Basel and Stockholm Conventions  

➢ Observer of the Expert Working Group on the review of the Annexes 

➢ Circular Plastics Alliance of the European Commission 

➢ Ecodesign stakeholder consultation forum of the European Commission 

➢ CEN / CENELEC (WEEE / ErP / Paper / Plastics, etc.)  

➢ Market Access Advisory Committee (MAAC) 

➢ JRC / IPPC Bureau (TWG) 

➢ Regular experts at TAIEX, High Level Conference, Circular Economy Mission, G7 

Environment 

➢ OECD (BIAC Associate Expert)  

➢ Etc.  

 

We thank you in advance for your kind consideration and stand ready to provide further 

information you may need.  
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Données de l'entité enregistrée

Généralités

Numéro d'entreprise: 0598.755.363

Statut: Actif

Situation juridique: Situation normale
Depuis le 13 janvier 2015

Date de début: 13 janvier 2015

Dénomination: EUROPEAN RECYCLING INDUSTRIES'CONFEDERATION
Dénomination en français, depuis le 13 janvier 2015

Abréviation: EURIC
Dénomination en français, depuis le 13 janvier 2015

Adresse du siège:
Boulevard Auguste Reyers 80 
1030 Schaerbeek 
Depuis le 16 novembre 2016

Numéro de téléphone: Pas de données reprises dans la BCE.

Numéro de fax: Pas de données reprises dans la BCE.

E-mail: Pas de données reprises dans la BCE.

Adresse web: Pas de données reprises dans la BCE.

Type d'entité: Personne morale

Forme légale: Association internationale sans but lucratif 
Depuis le 13 janvier 2015

Nombre d'unités d'établissement (UE): 1  Données et Activités par UE

 
 

Fonctions

Il y a 8 titulaires de fonctions légales pour cette entité. Montrez les titulaires des fonctions.

 
 

Compétences professionnelles et connaissances de gestion de base

Pas de données reprises dans la BCE.

 
 

Qualités

Employeur ONSS
Depuis le 1 avril 2015

Assujetti à la TVA
Depuis le 1 mai 2017

 
 

Autorisations

Pas de données reprises dans la BCE.

 
 

Activités TVA Code Nacebel version 2008(1)

TVA 2008  94.110  -  Activités des organisations patronales et économiques
Depuis le 28 mars 2017

 
 

Activités ONSS Code Nacebel version 2008(1)

ONSS2008  94.110 -  Activités des organisations patronales et économiques
Depuis le 1 avril 2015

 
 

Données financières

Date de fin de l'année comptable 31 décembre

 

https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/zoeknummerform.html
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/new.html
https://economie.fgov.be/fr/themes/entreprises/banque-carrefour-des/services-pour-tous/banque-carrefour-des-0
https://economie.fgov.be/fr/themes/entreprises/banque-carrefour-des
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/disclaimer.html
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/glossarium.html
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/zoeknummerform.html?lang=nl&nummer=0598755363&actionLu=Recherche
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/zoeknummerform.html?lang=de&nummer=0598755363&actionLu=Recherche
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/zoeknummerform.html?lang=en&nummer=0598755363&actionLu=Recherche
http://www.belgium.be/fr
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/zoeknummerform.html
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/zoeknaamfonetischform.html
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/zoekactiviteitform.html
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/zoektoelatingform.html
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/zoekadresform.html
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/toonvestigingps.html?ondernemingsnummer=598755363
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/naceToelichting.html?nace.code=94110
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbopub/naceToelichting.html?nace.code=94110
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Liens entre entités

Pas de données reprises dans la BCE.

 
 

Liens externes

Publications Moniteur belge  
Publications comptes annuels BNB  
Répertoire des employeurs  

(1)Le 1/1/2008, la classification CE des codes Nacebel a été modifiée. Public search affiche tant les activités existantes d'après
l'ancien code Nacebel 2003, valable jusqu'au 31/12/2007, que le nouveau code (et définition) 2008, valable depuis le 1/1/2008. Il
s'agit donc d'une conversion purement administrative, et non d'un changement d'activités de l'entité ou de l'unité
d'établissement.

  Retour

SPF Economie, PME, Classes moyennes et Energie.
Situation dans la banque de données BCE au 13/09/2019

Version: 7.0.1-3054-16/07/2019

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_tsv/tsv_rech.pl?language=fr&btw=0598755363&liste=Liste
http://cri.nbb.be/bc9/web/catalog?lang=F&companyNr=0598755363
https://www.socialsecurity.be/app014/wrep/rep_gp.do?language=fr&REP_KEY_VALUE=0598755363&ACCESS_TYPE=0&ACTION=1&REP_KEY_TYPE=12&REP_LIMIT_DATE=
javascript:history.go(-1)


ACTIF
Actifs immobilisés

Frais d'établissement
Immobilisations incorporelles
Immobilisations corporelles
Immobilisations financières

Actifs circulants
Créances à plus d'un an
Stocks et commandes en cours d'exécution
Créances à un an au plus
Placements de trésorie
Valeurs disponibles
Comptes de régularisation

PASSIF
Capitaux propres

Capital
Primes d'émission
Plus-values de réévaluation
Réserves

Provisions et impôts différés

Bénéfice ou perte reportée

Subsides en capital

Provisions pour risques et charges
Impôts différés

Dettes
Dettes à plus d'un an
Dettes à un an au plus
Comptes de régularisation

Code

20/58

20/28
20
21
22/27
28
29/58
29
3
40/41
50/53
54/58
490/1
10/49
10/15
10
11
12
13
140 ou 141

15
16
160/5
168
17/49
170/9
42/48
492/3

Comptes de bilan
Rep 2018--Clô 2018

187.536,33 

1.677,51 
   
   
   

1.677,51 
185.858,82 

   
   
   
   

184.211,08 
1.647,74 

187.536,33 
182.701,19 

   
   
   
   

182.701,19 

   
   
   
   

4.835,14 
   
   

4.835,14 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Report provisoire + solde 6 et 7 149999              

Tableau de bord
EuRIC  AISBL Page : 1

31/12/2018
EUR

. / . . . / . . 



Tableau de bord
EuRIC  AISBL Page : 2

31/12/2018
EUR

Code
Comptes de résultat

Rep 2018--Clô 2018

Produits d'exploitation
Marchandises
Biens et services divers

Marge brute d'exploitation
Rémunérations, charges sociales et pensions
Amortissements
Réductions de valeur sur stocks
Provisions pour risques et charges
Frais divers

Autres charges d'exploitation

Bénéfice ou perte d'exploitation
Produits financiers
Produits exceptionnels

Autres produits
Charges financières
Charges exceptionnelles

Autres charges
Bénéfice ou perte de l'exercice avant impôt

70/74
60
61

70/61
62
630
631/4
635/7
640/649
62/649

70/64

75
76
75/76

65
66
65/66

70/66

476.877,51 
   

219.468,22 

257.409,29 
249.477,71 

   
   
   
   

249.477,71 

7.931,58 

52,01 
   

52,01 

147,68 
   

147,68 

7.835,91 

   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
   
   

   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
   
   

   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
   
   

Prélèvements sur les impôts différés
Transferts aux impôts différés

Impôts sur le résultat
Bénéfice ou perte de l'exercice après impôt

78
68
67/77

70/67

   
   
   

7.835,91 

   
   
   

   
   
   

   
   
   

Approvisionnement 60/61 219.468,22          

. / . . . / . . 



Tableau de bord
EuRIC  AISBL Page : 3

31/12/2018
EUR

Ratios liés à l'exploitation
Ration N°1 : Marge brute sur ventes

(+70/64 (ou +64/70)+630+631/4+635/7) / (+70) * 100
Ratio N°2 : Taux de valeur ajoutée

(+70/61 (ou +61/70)) / (+70/61 (ou +61/70)+60/61) * 100
Ratio N°3 :  Frais de personnel / Valeur ajoutée

(+62) / (+70/61 ou (+61/70)) * 100
Ratio N°4 : Charges non-décaissées / Valeur ajoutée

(+630+631/4+635/7) / (+70/61 (ou +61/70)) * 100
Ratio N°5 : Coût des dettes / Valeur ajoutée

(-65) / (+70/61 (ou +61/70)) * 100

Ratio de rentabilité
Ratio N°6 : Rentabilité nette des capitaux propres

(+70/67 (ou +67/70)) / (+10+11+12+13+140(ou+141)+15) * 100

Ratios liés à la structure financière

Ratio N°7 : Liquidité au sens large 
(+3+40/41+50/53+54/58+490/1) / (+42/48+492/3)

Ratio N° 8 : Liquidité au sens strict

Ratio N°10 : Solvabilité

(+40/41+50/53+54/58) / (42/48)

(+44) / (+60/61) * 365

(10/15) / (+10/49) * 100

1,66

53,98

96,92

   

-0,06

4,29

38,44

   

97,42

Ratio N°9 : Nombre de jours de crédit fournisseur

Ratios
Rep 2018--Clô 2018

. / . . . / . . 
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EuRIC is pleased to share amendments to the proposals made by Norway to amend Annexes II, VIII and 
IX of the Basel Convention which would impact the classification of plastic waste under the Basel 
Convention with the declared objective to curb marine litter. 
 
Scope 
EuRIC supports the amendments of the Annexes of the Basel Convention made by Norway, especially 
the objective to curb marine litter. These amendments will contribute to improve controls on plastic 
waste exports and prevent exports of plastic waste to countries lacking adequate infrastructures and 
overall, strengthen the environmentally sound management of waste. 
 
However, EuRIC supports the solution proposed by the European Commission on the position to be 
taken on behalf of the European Union (EU) at the 14th Conference of the Parties to the Basel 
Convention to: 

1. Keep the current system applicable for all plastic waste shipments within the EU and the 
EEA unchanged by using the possibility provided by Article 11 of the Basel Convention*. It is 
legally sound since i) the European waste shipment regime is based on a system of 
environmentally sound management compatible with the Basel Convention and ii) it is more 
adapted to the objectives of the Norwegian proposal to combat marine litter. 

2. EuRIC is in favor of extending the derogation from article 11 countries to OECD Member 
countries** to facilitate plastics waste shipment for recovery and recycling in countries sharing 
harmonized framework conditions. 

3. Apply the proposal made by Norway solely to plastic waste shipments from EU and EEA 
countries to non-EU / non-EEA countries, which would be more tailored to the objective of 
curbing marine litter. 

 
In addition, since some of the proposals made by Norway are not sufficiently clear, EuRIC provides 
practical amendments and comments to reduce the scope for diverging interpretations and support 
legal certainty which are instrumental both for competent authorities and operators arranging waste 
shipments to countries where the proposals made by Norway would apply if endorsed by the Parties 
to the Basel Convention. 
 
Annex II – Categories of wastes requiring special consideration 
 

Current version Norwegian proposal EuRIC’s proposal 
N/A Proposal for a new entry: 

Annex II 
Y 48 Plastic waste not covered 
by entry AXXXX of Annex VIII or 
B3010 of Annex IX 

A newly created Y48 entry must 
be classified as non-hazardous 
waste subject to notification, as 
it is the case for entry Y46.  

Justification 
The listing of mixed WEEE plastics in Annex II with a new Y48 entry, implies a duty for notifications.  
Some of the EU plastic recycling companies already have significant difficulties in obtaining the 
approval of their notifications by competent authorities due to the lack of uniform interpretation in 
many instances of such procedures across Member States and their complexity. For instance, some 
notifications for waste shipments from the same company (between parent companies / 
subsidiaries) and between two EU countries can take up to several years or are not granted at all. An 

Position Paper with amendments on the Norwegian Proposal to amend Annexes II, 
VIII and IX of the Basel Convention 
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Annex II listing of a new Y48 code under the Basel Convention would therefore absolutely require 
(a) a harmonized classification within and outside the EU and (b) that Y48 code is classified as non-
hazardous waste subject to notification, as it is the case for entry Y46 for example.   

 
Annex VIII – List A 
 

Current Version Norwegian proposal EuRIC’s proposal 
N/A Proposal for a new entry: 

AXXX Plastic waste 
Plastic waste containing or 
contaminated with Annex I 
constituents to an extent that 
they exhibit an Annex III 
characteristic (note the related 
entry on list B B3010) 

AXXX Plastic waste 
Plastic waste containing or 
contaminated with Annex I 
constituents to an extent that 
they exhibit an Annex III 
characteristic (note the related 
entry on list B B3010) 

Justification 
EuRIC strongly calls for the deletion of the proposed entry AXXX in Annex VIII to the Basel 
Convention.  
Such an entry would carry the risk that certain types of plastic waste will be classified as hazardous 
waste. This would de facto ban the recycling of plastics imported from third countries to the EU 
since none of the EU recycling facilities have permits to accept hazardous waste. This would both 
disadvantage European plastics recyclers and result in adverse environmental consequences.  

 
Annex IX – List B 
 

Current Version Norwegian proposal EuRIC’s proposal 
Annex IX 
B3010 Solid plastic waste:  
The following plastic or mixed 
plastic materials, provided they 
are not mixed with other wastes 
and are prepared to a 
specification:  
Scrap plastic of non-
halogenated polymers and co-
polymers, including but not 
limited to the following  
- ethylene  
- styrene  
- polypropylene  
- polyethylene terephthalate 
(…) 

Proposal for an amendment:  
Annex IX 
B3010 Plastic waste: 
The plastic materials listed 
below, provided they are not to 
an extent which prevents the 
recycling of the waste in an 
environmentally sound 
manner, mixed with each other, 
mixed with other wastes or 
contaminated. Consignments of 
such plastic material should be 
prepared to a specification and 
suitable for immediate 
recycling requiring only 
minimal further mechanical 
preparatory treatment 
processes, if any (note the 
related entry on list A AXXXX): 
Scrap plastic of non-
halogenated polymers and co-
polymers, including but not 
limited to the following: 
- ethylene 
- styrene 

Proposal for an amendment: 
Annex IX 
B3010 Plastic waste: 
The plastic materials listed 
below, provided they are not to 
an extent which prevents the 
recovery of the waste in an 
environmentally sound 
manner, mixed with each other, 
mixed with other wastes or 
contaminated.  
Consignments of such plastic 
material should be prepared to 
a specification. Any deviation 
from the relevant 
specification may be tolerated 
only if it shall be solved by 
means of a mechanical 
preparatory treatment 
process.  
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- polypropylene 
- polyethylene terephthalate 
(…) 

Justification 
It is important to ensure there is no discrimination made by the new entry B3010 based on the type 
of recovery used so as to prevent minimising artificially its scope.   
In addition, EuRIC supports a scope of the entry B3010 based on “specification” since plastic material 
are sold and hence shipped to customers on the basis of specifications. Standard deviations may 
occur and need to be tolerated only if preparatory mechanical treatment enables to address them. 
This objective-based would be easier to interpret than a provision based on “minimal mechanical 
preparatory treatment” disconnected from the material specification that constitutes the core of this 
new entry.  

 
* Bilateral, Multilateral and Regional Agreements and Arrangements: In accordance with Article 11 of 
the Basel Convention Parties shall notify the Secretariat of any bilateral, multilateral or regional 
agreements or arrangements which they have entered, for the purpose of controlling transboundary 
movements of hazardous wastes and other wastes which take place entirely among the Parties to such 
agreements. See http://archive.basel.int/article11/multi.html  
** http://www.oecd.org/about/membersandpartners/  
 
For further information, please contact: euric@euric-aisbl.eu  
 

Through its Member Recycling Federations and Companies from 20+ EU and EFTA countries, EuRIC represents today over:  
✓ 5,500+ companies generating an aggregated annual turnover of about 95 billion €, including large companies and SMEs, 

involved in the recycling and trade of various resource streams; 
✓ 300,000 local jobs which cannot be outsourced to third EU countries;  
✓ Million tons of waste recycled per year (metals, paper, plastics, glass and beyond from household as well as industrial 

and commercial waste streams, WEEE, ELVs, etc.).  
Recyclers play a key role in a circular economy. By turning wastes into resources, recycling is the link which reintroduces 
recycled materials into the value chains again and again.                                                                                                                                                                  

 

http://archive.basel.int/article11/multi.html
http://archive.basel.int/article11/multi.html
http://www.oecd.org/about/membersandpartners/
http://www.oecd.org/about/membersandpartners/
mailto:euric@euric-aisbl.eu
mailto:euric@euric-aisbl.eu
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EuRIC position on the revision of the R-Codes of the Basel 
Convention  

EuRIC is very concerned about the recommendations as suggested by the Expert Working Group on 
the review of the Annexes for revisions to Annex IV of the Basel Convention. Certain proposals 
recommended would lead to legal uncertainty and also negatively impact the classification of 
recycling activities.     

Annex IV of the Basel Convention in its original form has functioned for thirty years, and still does so 
in the EU’s Waste Framework Directive of 2018, ensuring its first revision still supports and not 
harms the European recycling industry is essential. 
  
The R3, R4, R5 and R12 proposals below by the Expert Working Group concern us the most and we 
therefore suggest the following:  
 

R3 Recycling/reclamation of organic substances which are not used as solvents 

Current version Proposed versions by Expert 
Working Group 

Proposals made by EuRIC 
including amendments 

R3 
Recycling/reclamation of 
organic substances which 
are not used as solvents  

Option 0: Status Quo 

Option 1: Recycling of organic 
substances 

Option 2: Recovery of organic 
substances which are not used as 
solvents  

EuRIC supports: 
Option 1 (and R17*), 
understanding that recycling is a 
subset of recovery and so R17 is 
needed to cover ‘other forms of 
recovery’ of organic substances. 
 
In combination with R12 either 
Option 0 or Option 1.   
 
Alternatively support  

Option 0: Status Quo  

Justification 

The combination of R3 Option 1 and R17 enables a distinction between recycling and other 
recovery which is in alignment with the waste hierarchy. 

The choice of R 12 either Option 0 or Option 1 is important as all other R12 Options (2, 3 and 4) 
change the scope of R3 by excluding mechanical recycling operations from it.  

It is important to ensure mechanical recycling operations remain in the scope of R3. Mechanical 
recycling refers to the processing of wastes by physical means back to products. E.g.: 

➢ Pulling and re-spinning of wool fibres is a mechanical recycling operation. The re-spun 
wool clearly is a product as no further recovery operation takes place. 

➢ End-of life tyres are mechanically recycled by shredding and granulation. No other 
recovery operation is needed therefore the tyre shred or the tyre granulate are products. 

➢ Discarded wooden sleepers from railways are mechanically recycled, being sawn into 
planks commonly used for bespoke furniture, those planks are no longer waste. 

*R17: Recovery other than covered by R1 option2, R3 option1, R4 option1, R5 option1 and R13 
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R4 Recycling/reclamation of metals and metal compounds 

Current version 
Proposed versions by Expert 

Working Group 
Proposals made by EuRIC 

including amendments 

R4 Recycling/reclamation 
of metals and metal 
compounds 

Option 0: Status Quo  

Option 1: Recycling of metals and 
metal compounds  

Option 2: Recovery of metals and 
metal compounds 

R4.01: precipitation 

R4.02: pyrometallurgy 

R4.03: hydrometallurgy 

R4.05: unspecified metallurgical 
processes 

R4.05: distillation 

R4.06: decontamination 

R4.07: metal casting 

EuRIC supports: 
Option 1 (and R17*), 
understanding that recycling is 
a subset of recovery and so 
R17 is needed to cover ‘other 
forms of recovery’ of metals 
and metal compounds.  
 
In combination with R12 
either Option 0 or Option 1.   
 
Alternatively support  

Option 0: Status Quo  

Justification  

The combination of R4 Option 1 and R17 enables a distinction between recycling and other 
recovery which is in alignment with the waste hierarchy. 

The choice of R 12 either Option 0 or Option 1 is important as all other R12 Options (2, 3 and 4) 
change the scope of R4 by excluding mechanical recycling operations from it.  

Mechanical processing of metal waste is one of the most - if not the most - used recycling operation 
to reprocess waste into products, materials or substances. Whenever EU-wide criteria for metal 
waste, such as the criteria for copper scrap, iron, steel and aluminium scrap, are used, mechanically 
processed metal scrap meeting these criteria legally ceases to be waste under EU law. It is hence 
important to ensure mechanical recycling operations remain included in the scope of R4.  

R4 Option 2 is not acceptable as it excludes mechanical recycling from its pre-defined closed list 
which is limited to industrial processes used to refine, alloy or cast metals. 

Additionally, with subgroups in a closed list, it would be problematic to incorporate new 
technologies that are currently in development or will be in development in the future. This could 
lead to an innovation blockage and could consequently harm an effective implementation of a 
Circular Economy. 

*R17: Recovery other than covered by R1 option2, R3 option1, R4 option1, R5 option1 and R13 

 

R5 Recycling/reclamation of other inorganic materials  

Current Version Proposed versions by Expert 
Working Group 

Proposals made by EuRIC 
including amendments 

R5 Recycling/reclamation of 
other inorganic materials  

Option 0: Status Quo 

Option 1: Recycling of other 
inorganic materials  

EuRIC supports: 
Option 1 (and R17*), 
understanding that recycling is 
a subset of recovery and so R17 
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Option 2: Recovery of other 
inorganic materials  

is needed to cover ‘other forms 
of recovery’ of other inorganic 
materials. 
 
In combination with R12 
either Option 0 or Option 1.  
  

Alternatively support 

Option 0: Status Quo 

Justification 

The combination of R5 Option 1 and R17 enables a distinction between recycling and other 
recovery which is in alignment with the waste hierarchy. 

The choice of R 12 either Option 0 or Option 1 is important as all other R12 Options (2, 3 and 4) 
change the scope of R5 by excluding mechanical recycling operations from it.  

It is important to ensure mechanical recycling operations remain in the scope of R5. Mechanical 
recycling refers to the processing of wastes by physical means back to products.  In many 
instances, waste which has undergone mechanical recycling operations reach end-of-waste status 
either on the basis of EU-wide Regulations (Council Regulation EU/1179/2012 on glass) or on the 
basis of detailed criteria set by Member States.   

*R17: Recovery other than covered by R1 option2, R3 option1, R4 option1, R5 option1 and R13 

 

R12 Exchange of wastes for submission to any of the operations numbered R1-R11 

Current version Proposed versions by Expert 
Working Group 

Proposals made by 
EuRIC  

R12 Exchange of wastes for 
submission to any of the 
operations numbered R1-
R11 

Option 0: Status quo  

Option 1: Blending or mixing of wastes 
prior to submission to any of the 
operations numbered R1-R11 

Option 2: Mechanical treatment other 
than blending and mixing of wastes 
prior to submission to any of the 
operations numbered R1-R11 

Option 3: Split and replace by 4 new 
operations  

R12 Biological treatment prior to 
submission to any of the operations in 
section B 

R12 bis Physical/mechanical treatment 
(e.g. evaporation, drying), 
physical/chemical treatment (e.g. 
solvent extraction), chemical treatment 
(e.g. neutralization, precipitation) prior 
to submission to any of the operations in 
section B 

R12 ter Mechanical treatment (e.g. 
dismantling, sorting, crushing, 
compacting, pelletizing, shredding, 

EuRIC supports: 
Option 1: Blending or 
mixing of wastes prior 
to submission to any of 
the operations 
numbered R1-R11 

Alternatively support 

Option 0: Status Quo 
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conditioning, repackaging, separating, 
blending, mixing) prior to submission to 
any of the operations in section B 

R12 quater Other treatment than 
covered by R12, R12bis and R12 ter 
above prior to submission to any of the 
operations in section B 

Option 4: Physical, mechanical and / or 
chemical treatment   

R12.01: evaporation, drying, 
dehydration 

R12.02: precipitation, flotation, 
flocculation, coagulation, decantation 

(…) 

Justification 

Option 1: is supported as "Blending or mixing of wastes prior to submission to any of the 
operations numbered R1-R11", includes for example: the preparation of wastes for incineration 
with energy recovery; and/or the preparation of wastes for co-incineration. Suitable waste 
materials are blended and mixed then used in the co-incineration processes for the purpose of 
energy and/or resource recovery, which also reduces the use of conventional fuels and/or of raw 
materials through substitution. 

Option 0: is supported as nowadays under the Circular Economy it can be understood to be when 
industrial waste from one generator is matched to the material needs of another industry. 

Options 2, 3 and 4 are not supported. As, in the absence of a new entry elsewhere in Section B for 
“Manual and Mechanical Recycling Operations”, Options 2 and 3 classify mechanical treatment 
solely as a preliminary operation prior to submission to other operations. By inference Options 2 
and 3 exclude mechanical recycling from R3, R4 and R5, which is not correct as certain wastes 
subject to mechanical operations do cease to be waste and become products. Likewise, Option 4 
with interim and a catch all entry is unacceptable as it also by inference excludes mechanical 
recycling from R3, R4 and R5. 

 

For further information, please contact: euric@euric-aisbl.eu  

 

EuRIC - The European Recycling Industries’ Confederation is the umbrella organisation for 
recycling industries. Through its Member Federations from 20 EU & EFTA countries, EuRIC represents 
across Europe over:  

• 5,500+ companies generating an aggregated annual turnover of about 95 billion €, including  

large  companies  and  SMEs,  involved  in  the  recycling  and  trade  of  various  resource  streams;  
• 300,000 local jobs which cannot be outsourced to third EU countries;  

• An average of 150 million tons of waste recycled per year (paper, metals, glass, plastics and 

beyond);  

• Recyclers play a key role in a circular economy.  

 

mailto:euric@euric-aisbl.eu
mailto:euric@euric-aisbl.eu
http://www.euric-aisbl.eu/
http://www.euric-aisbl.eu/


 
 

EuRIC Statement: EU position for implementation of Basel decisions into the OECD 

 

EuRIC, the European Recycling Industries’ Confederation, supports to ensure proper plastic 

waste treatment all over the world and the amendments concerning plastic waste which were 

decided at the 14th Conference of the Parties of the Basel Convention. These amendments 

contribute to improve controls on plastic waste exports and prevent exports of plastic waste to 

countries lacking adequate infrastructures and overall, strengthen the environmentally sound 

management of waste. However, it is equally essential to have a precise implementation of the 

newly established entries concerning plastic wastes into the OECD Decision on transboundary 

movements of waste.  

Therefore, EuRIC suggests the following approach:  

1) Entry A3210 in Annex VIII to the Basel Convention should be copied identically into 

the OECD Appendix 4 Part I List of Wastes Subject to the Amber Control Procedure. We 

do agree that wastes which are proven to be hazardous should remain classified as 

hazardous at OECD level and therefore should fall under the prior informed consent 

procedure.  

2) Entry B3011 in Annex IX to the Basel Convention should be listed in the OECD Appendix 

3 Part II List of Wastes Subject to the Green Control Procedure as it is the case on Basel 

level. 

3) Entry Y48 in Annex II to the Basel Convention should be listed in the OECD Appendix 3 

Part I List of Wastes Subject to the Green Control Procedure. Y48 must be treated in the 

same way as Y46 and Y47 otherwise this could lead to an import and export ban from and 

to OECD countries as well as overloading the competent authorities.  

4) PVC should remain green listed in the OECD Appendix 3 Part II as GH013.   

EuRIC would also like to take this opportunity to mention that further clarifications and 

definitions regarding the newly added plastics entries in the Basel Convention are strongly 

needed.  For example, there is no definition of “almost free of contamination” within the new Basel 

entries so that a definition to what extent (in %) a contamination and what kind of contamination 

is permitted would be needed. Such clarifications would be instrumental and should be made at 
the appropriate level to ensure a harmonized implementation and avoid distortions in waste 

shipment approvals and inspections resulting from different national interpretations which 

would increase the legal uncertainty in which operators arranging waste shipments often find 

themselves.  

 

For questions, please contact: euric@euric-aisbl.eu 

 

https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/
mailto:euric@euric-aisbl.eu
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