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  Introduction 

1. Packing instruction P621 applies to UN 3291 CLINICAL WASTE, UNSPECIFIED, 

N.O.S or (BIO)MEDICAL WASTE, N.O.S or REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE, N.O.S. 

This packing instruction authorizes the use of packagings conforming to the packing group 

II performance level for solids provided there is sufficient absorbent material to absorb the 

entire amount of liquid present and the packaging is capable of retaining liquids.  

 2. Most of the medical waste packagings have openings with a diameter exceeding 7 cm 

and are therefore, by definition, of the removable head type e.g. 3H2. Some smaller medical 

waste packagings, such as little needle containers, may however have openings with a 

diameter not exceeding 7 cm (see Picture 1). They are, by definition, of the non-removable 

head type e.g. 3H1.  

 3. Bearing in mind that the construction and testing requirements of non-removable head 

type packagings are at least equivalent to the construction and testing requirements of the 

removable head type packagings, it is assumed that the non-removable head type packagings 

offer at least an equivalent safety level for the transport of UN 3291. 

 4. Currently, packing instruction P621 (2) only allows the use of packagings with a non-

removable head for packages containing larger quantities of liquid. It is proposed to also 

allow the non-removable head type packagings in packing instruction P621 (1). 
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Picture 1: Little needle containers having an opening with a diameter not exceeding 7 cm. 

  Proposal 

5. Add the non-removable head type packagings as shown in P621 below (new text 

underlined): 

P621 PACKING INSTRUCTION  P621 

This instruction applies to UN No. 3291. 

The following packagings are authorized provided that the general provisions of 4.1.1 except 4.1.1.15 and 4.1.3 are met: 

(1) Provided that there is sufficient absorbent material to absorb the entire amount of liquid present and the packaging 

is capable of retaining liquids:  

  Drums (1A1, 1A2, 1B1, 1B2, 1N1, 1N2, 1H1, 1H2, 1D, 1G); 

  Boxes (4A, 4B, 4N, 4C1, 4C2, 4D, 4F, 4G, 4H1, 4H2); 

  Jerricans (3A1, 3A2, 3B1, 3B2, 3H1, 3H2). 

 Packagings shall conform to the packing group II performance level for solids. 

 

(2) For packages containing larger quantities of liquid: 

  Drums (1A1, 1A2, 1B1, 1B2, 1N1, 1N2, 1H1, 1H2, 1D, 1G); 

  Jerricans (3A1, 3A2, 3B1, 3B2, 3H1, 3H2); 

 Composites (6HA1, 6HB1, 6HG1, 6HH1, 6HD1, 6HA2, 6HB2, 6HC, 6HD2, 6HG2, 6HH2, 6PA1, 6PB1, 

6PG1, 6PD1, 6PH1, 6PH2, 6PA2, 6PB2, 6PC, 6PG2 or 6PD2). 

 Packagings shall conform to the packing group II performance level for liquids. 

Additional requirement: 

Packagings intended to contain sharp objects such as broken glass and needles shall be resistant to puncture and retain 

liquids under the performance test conditions in Chapter 6.1. 
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