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Introduction 

The basis for the third revision of SIGNI: 

 SIGNI, revision 2; 

 CEVNI, revision 5; 

 Resolution No. 59, revision 2. 

 The new structure was approved by SC.3/WP.3 at its fiftieth session 

(ECE/TRANS/SC.3/WP.3/2017/5). 

ALL text included in the proposal has been adopted by SC.3, unless mentioned below. 

The Working Party may wish to update the title of SIGNI by analogy with CEVNI: 

EUROPEAN CODE ON SIGNS AND SIGNALS  FOR  INLAND WATERWAYS  
 

 
 

SIGNI 
Revision 3 

 
 



Chapter 1, GENERAL 

Proposal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reasons: classification of the IALA Maritime Buoyage System 
 
Resolution No. 59: 
 

 



Chapter 1, GENERAL 

Definitions 
Definition of “light”, “fixed light” and “ordinary light” are taken from CEVNI 

 

   ! Definition of “strong light”, “bright light” and “ordinary light” 
 

in CEVNI needs to be updated ! 
 

  



Chapter 2, VISIBILITY OF SIGNS AND LIGHTS 

  Basis: 
Chapter 3, Visibility of signs and lights, from the Guidelines for Waterways 
Signs and Marking 
 
No significant changes are introduced 
 
 



Chapter 3, BUOYAGE AND MARKING 
OF THE WATERWAY 

3.1 Requirements to be met by signs and marks and their marking plan 
 

3.2 Buoyage of fairway limits in the waterway 
 Fig. 14 (SIGNI) is added to Chapter 5, Figs. 17 and 18 are deleted 
 

3.3 Buoyage and marking of danger points and obstacles 
 

Duplicate Annex 8  
to CEVNI 
 
 
 
Fig. 3.11 (buoyage 
and marking by night) 
is not included in 
CEVNI 

 
          (fig. 3.10)     (fig. 3.11) 

 
3.3.6 Passage permitted on the clear side  
                       without reducing speed 
 

Fig.  3.12 is updated according to Annex 8 to CEVNI;  
Fig. 3.12a – a discrepancy with CEVNI is identified  (indication 
of an obstacle). 
It is proposed to keep this figure in SIGNI. 

 



Chapter 3, BUOYAGE AND MARKING 
OF THE WATERWAY 

Missing in Annex 8  
to CEVNI,  
fig. 17 quater 
 
 
 
Differs from Annex 8 
to CEVNI,  
fig. 17 quinquies 
 
 
 

 

3.3.7 Passage permitted on the clear side at reduced speed 
 (avoid creating wash) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter 3, BUOYAGE AND MARKING 
OF THE WATERWAY 

Added from Annex 8 to 
CEVNI, section VA 
(see also Chapter  11, 
INSTALLATION OF RADAR 
REFLECTORS) 
 
 
 
The Working Party may wish 
to include these sketches in 
Chapter 11 
 
 
 

 

3.6 Additional marking for navigation by radar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter 3A, BUOYAGE AND MARKING 
OF LAKES AND BROAD WATERWAYS 

It is proposed to allocate a separate Chapter for these provisions. 
 
New marks according to ECE/TRANS/SC.3/WP.3/2017/5 are added  
(safe water marks, new dangers marks). 
 
It is proposed to include there the following text: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter 3A, BUOYAGE AND MARKING 
OF LAKES AND BROAD WATERWAYS 

It is proposed to include the example of buoyage and marking of lakes and broad waterways from 
Annex 2 to the main text as Figure 3.29. This sketch is included in Annex 8 to CEVNI as Fig. 25. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter 4, LIGHTS 

• Fixed lights were categorized following Annex 7 to CEVNI 
 

 



Chapter 4, LIGHTS 



Chapter 4, LIGHTS 



Chapter 4, LIGHTS 

Following this categorization, new signs could be proposed to Annex 7 to CEVNI 



Chapter 5, INSTALLATION OF SIGNS AND MARKING 
IN CHARACTERISTIC SECTIONS OF THE RIVER 

Basis: 
Chapter 3, Installation of signs and marking in characteristic sections of the 
river, from the Guidelines for Waterways Signs and Marking 
 
No significant changes are introduced 
 
Fig. 14 (SIGNI) is added as Fig. 5.2, Figs. 17 and 18  
are deleted, as they are duplicated by Figs. 5.3-5.6. 
 



Chapter 6, MARKING OF HARBOUR ENTRANCES 
Basis: 
SIGNI,  Section 6.1, Entrances to harbours 
 

No significant changes are introduced 
 

Chapter 7, MARKING OF PERMANENT STRUCTURES 

Basis: 
SIGNI,  Section 6.1,  
Entrances to harbours 
 

Numbering of signs  
is added.  
Sign D.2b is modified.  
Sign A.10b is proposed  
by analogy with D.2b 
 



Chapter 8, BLOCKAGE OF THE WATERWAY 
Basis: SIGNI,  Chapter 4, Blockage of the waterway 
 

Numbers from Annex 7 to CEVNI are added 
 
 



Chapter 9, MARKING OF PROHIBITED  
OR RESTRICTED ZONES 

 Basis: 
SIGNI, Chapter 7, Marking of prohibited or restricted zones 
 

No significant changes are introduced 
 

Chapter 10, VARIABLE MESSAGE SIGNS  
TO REGULATE TRAFFIC 

Basis: 
Guidelines for Waterways Signs and Marking, Chapter 5, Variable message 
signs to regulate traffic 
 

No significant changes are introduced 
 



Chapter 11, INSTALLATION OF RADAR REFLECTORS ON MARKING 
SIGNS AND SIGNALS AND NAVIGABLE PASSES THROUGH BRIDGES 

 Basis: 
- CEVNI, Annex 8, Section V, Additional marking for navigation by radar, 
Subsection B, Marking of overhead cables (where applicable); 
- Guidelines for Waterways Signs and Marking, Chapter 6, Installation of radar 
reflectors on marking signs and signals and navigable passes through bridges 
Sections 11.2, Buoys and poles with radar reflectors, and 11.3, Marking of overhead 
cables (where applicable), are added (see also 3.6) 



Chapter 12, MONITORING OF SIGNS AND MARKING 
BY AIS AIDS TO NAVIGATION 

 
 
  New Chapters 12 and 13 are added but left void 

Chapter 13, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 



APPENDICES 

Appendix 1, Minimal dimensions of the waterway signs 
Basis: Guidelines for Waterways Signs and Marking, Appendix 1 

Appendix 2, Properties of lights 
Basis: Guidelines for Waterways Signs and Marking, Appendix 2 

Appendix 3, Colours of reflected light for navigation signs 
Guidelines for Waterways Signs and Marking, Appendix 3 

Appendix 4, Rhythmic lights 
SIGNI, Annex 1 

Appendix 5, Recommendations for the lighting of traffic signs 
Guidelines for Waterways Signs and Marking, Appendix 4 

Appendix 7, Examples for variable-message traffic signs 
Guidelines for Waterways Signs and Marking, Appendix 5 

 
 

 



 
 

Thank you for your attention! 
 
  

•   
 

UNECE secretariat 
 

Email: victoria.ivanova@unece.org 
Tel: + 41 (0) 22 917 13 12 

Fax:  + 41 (0) 22 917 00 39 
Palais des Nations 

8-14 avenue de la Paix 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 

 
All publications can be downloaded from: 
www.unece.org/trans/main/sc3/sc3.html 
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