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if we want to safe more lives   

in traffic:  

in developping and developped 

countries, all over the world 

roadside has to be seen as  

a part of the road 

for new and existing roads 





Vision zero: “in every situation, a person might fail,  

the roadsystem should not” 



47% of curves  

where traffic flows at 80km/h or more  

have hazardous roadsides 

 

 

 
Source: Irap, Vaccines for roads, October 2015 



30% of people being killed in traffic  

die by driving  

off road and hitting an obstacle  

in the roadside 

 

 
 

Source: Michael G. Dreznes, Executive Vice President 





Belgium: 

 

40% of people who die 

in non urban areas,  

die by driving into a tree 

 

15% of people who die 

in urban areas,  

die by driving into a tree 

 

 

 
Source: BIVV, Belgian Institute for 

road safety, 2013 



Belgium: 

 

35,1% of people who die 

in traffic,  

die by driving off road. 

 

The biggest risk to die in 

an accident is by driving 

into an obstacle in the 

roadside. 

 

 
Source: BIVV, Belgian Institute for road 

safety, 2013 





 

Conclusion: 

 

- there is a need for “forgiving roadsides” to save lives 

 

 

- solutions exist: make analyses + write policies 

 
- categorize roads 

- define clear zones: recovery zone + stop zone 

- design forgiving roadsides (iRAP – IRF):  

- 1. avoid obstacles 

- 2. make them forgiving with passive safe products, 

 EN12767 and MASH 

- 3. isolate with a guardrail, EN1317 and MASH 
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Passive safe road infrastructure 

Standards to aprove products: EN12767 and MASH 
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Why is this still possible in 2016 ? 

roadside is not seen as part of the road  

and  

many people still blame the drivers 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is this still possible in 2016 ? 

roadside should not “punnish” 

roadside should not be seen as 

enforcement 

roadside should “forgive” 



if we want to safe more lives in 

traffic:  

all over the world 

road authorities need to become 

legally responsible  

for the design of roadsides 

of new and existing roads 
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Thank you. 

Questions? 

More information? 


