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On completion of packing
Closing the CTU
1.1.1 After closing the CTU, it should be ensured that all closures are properly engaged and secured. If doors of a cargo transport unit are locked, the means of locking shall be such that, in case of emergency, the doors can be opened without delay. Where cargo transport units have hinged or detachable fittings, a check should be made that they are properly secured, with no loose equipment likely to cause a hazard during transport.  
1.1.2 CTUs in international trade should be sealed with a seal bearing a unique identification number when so required. Many countries require by national legislation that such seals shall meet the standard of ISO 17712:2010. This standard establishes uniform procedures for the classification, acceptance and withdrawal of acceptance of mechanical seals on freight containers, bulk railcars and truck trailers. It provides a single source of information on mechanical seals which are acceptable for securing cargo transport units in international commerce. The purpose of mechanical seals is, as part of a security system, to determine whether a cargo transport unit has been tampered with, i.e. whether there has been unauthorized entry into the cargo transport unit through its doors. Seals meeting the standard of ISO 17712:2010 shall comply with certain criteria for strength and durability so as to prevent accidental breakage, early deterioration (due to weather conditions, chemical action, etc.) or undetectable tampering under normal usage.
1.1.3 Where security devices, beacons or other tracking or monitoring equipment are used, they should be securely installed to the CTU and, when equipped with a source of energy, they should be of a certified safe type . It should be noted that the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) requires that during sea transport no sources of ignition shall be present in enclosed cargo spaces where highly flammable dangerous goods are stowed.
Marking and placarding 
1.1.4 The applicable dangerous goods regulations require that placards (enlarged labels), marks and other signs are affixed to the surfaces of a cargo transport unit. The specifications of these placards, marks and signs and the locations where they have to be affixed are described in detail in the applicable dangerous goods regulations.
1.1.5 The applicable dangerous goods regulations may require specific warning signs for cargo transport units which contain solid carbon dioxide (CO2 – dry ice) or other expendable refrigerant used for cooling purposes. The sign aims to warn of the possibility of an asphyxiating atmosphere.
1.1.6 The applicable dangerous goods regulations may require specific warning signs for cargo transport units under fumigation. The details of marking and further instructions for the handling of such cargo transport units are set forth in the applicable dangerous goods regulations.
Documentation
1.1.7 In particular for sea transport, the packer should calculate the correct pay load of the loaded cargo transport unit. When possible the tare weight should be included and the gross mass should be declared. For this purpose he should obtain from the shipper a detailed packing list stating the masses of all packages and other cargo items. The gross mass of the cargo transport unit is the sum of the masses of all cargo items which have been packed, the mass of all stowage and securing material, such as pallets, dunnage or timber used for blocking, and the tare mass of the cargo transport unit. Alternatively, the gross mass of the loaded cargo transport unit may be verified by weighing the unit on a calibrated scale.  
1.1.8 The packer of the CTU should inform the forwarder or the carrier on the identification number of the CTU (container number or vehicle number as appropriate), on the pay load or gross mass of the unit and on the identification number of the seal (if applicable), thus to ensure that the gross masses and the identification numbers are included in all transport documents, such as bills of lading, way bills, consignment notes or cargo manifests.
1.1.9 Whenever the cargo projects beyond the overall dimensions of the CTU the information described in 12.3.2 should state the exact over-height, over-width or over-length, as appropriate.
1.1.10 If a container having an allowable stacking mass of less than 192 t marked on the safety approval plate (see subsection 9.2.1) is intended to be carried by ship, the carrier should be informed on the reduced stacking capability of that container.  
1.1.11 In addition, whenever dangerous goods are packed into a CTU the IMDG Code and other transport regulations require that those responsible for the packing of the cargo transport unit shall provide a “container/vehicle packing certificate” specifying the identification number of the container or the vehicle and certifying that the packing operation was carried out in accordance with the requirements of the applicable dangerous goods regulations. For all details of documentation, the relevant dangerous goods regulations shall be referred to. 
1.1.12 Cargo transport units for which a packing certificate for dangerous goods is not required and which are intended to be loaded onto a ship in maritime trade should be provided with a “cargo stowage and securing declaration”, stating that the cargo in the cargo transport unit has been properly stowed and secured for the intended sea voyage. This declaration should state
the identification number of the cargo transport unit
the place and date of loading
a short description of the commodity(ies)
the verified gross mass of the cargo transport unit
if applicable, any over-heights, over-width or over-length, 
the wording “I hereby declare that the cargo in the above-mentioned cargo transport unit has been properly stowed and secured for transport by sea, taking into account the Code of Practice for packing of cargo in transport units and that the gross mass of the unit has been properly calculated or verified by weighing.”
the name of signatory
place and date; and
signature on behalf of the packer.
Such declaration may be presented by means of EDP or EDI transmission techniques, the signature may be an electronic signature or may be replaced by the name in capitals of the person authorized to sign.] 
1.1.13 [bookmark: _GoBack]The “container/vehicle packing certificate” mentioned in 12.3.5 is a mandatory document for dangerous goods under SOLAS chapter VII regulation 4. For other cargoes not meeting the definition of dangerous goods in SOLAS chapter VII, the provisions of SOLAS chapter VI regulation 5 apply, where it is required that cargo and cargo units shall be so packed and secured within a cargo transport unit as to prevent, throughout the sea voyage, damage or hazard to the ship and persons on board. The “cargo stowage and securing declaration” mentioned in 12.3.6 is not a mandatory document under SOLAS convention. Such declaration is recommended in chapter 2 of the Code of Safe Practice for Cargo Stowage and Securing of the International Maritime Organization, only when road vehicles are used as cargo transport units. However, individual carriers might require this declaration from shippers to provide evidence that the packer of a cargo transport unit complied with the requirements of SOLAS Chapter VI regulation 5.]
