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List of elements to be addressed in the review of the 1958 Agreements
-Proposal to amend the preamble and to add a new Article 7 to Appendix 1 of the 1958 Agreement-
Introduction:
In this document, the secretariat proposes a number of amendments aimed at clarifying or simplifying the current text of the Agreement especially with regard to the purpose, procedures and terminology used. The amendments to the current text of the Agreement are marked in bold characters.
A.
PROPOSAL
1.
In the whole text of the Agreement, replace "Regulation", "competent authority" and "type approval" to read "UN Regulation", "type approval authority" and "UN type approval" respectively.
2.
The preamble of the Agreement, amend to read:


"THE CONTRACTING PARTIES,


……


DESIRING to facilitate the use in their countries of the vehicles, equipment and parts, where approved according to these prescriptions by the type approval authorities of another Contracting Party,

DESIRING to reduce technical barriers to international trade through harmonizing existing regulations of Contracting Parties and developing new UN Regulations governing safety, environmental protection, energy efficiency and anti-theft performance of wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts which can be fitted and/or be used on wheeled vehicles, and to adapt existing UN Regulations to the technical progress consistent with the achievement of high levels of safety and environment protection,

DESIRING to ensure that, where alternative levels of stringency are needed to facilitate the regulatory activities of certain countries, in particular emerging economies, such needs are taken into consideration in developing and establishing UN Regulations,


HAVE AGREED as follows: ……"
3.
Appendix 1, add a new Article 7 to read:

"Article 7


For the quorum and the vote referred to in Articles 5 and 6 of this appendix, a Contracting Party may delegate in writing its presence for the purpose of the determination of the quorum and its right to vote on its behalf to another Contracting Party or to a regional economic integration organization to which the Contracting Party belongs. The written mandate shall be provided to the secretariat of the Administrative Committee prior the session concerned."
B.
JUSTIFICATION
Ad.1
At its 154th session, the World Forum endorsed the recommendation of its Administrative Committee AC.2 to harmonize the terms used in the legal texts of the agreements administered by WP.29 (ECE/TRANS/WP.29/1091, para. 9). It recommended referring to the Regulations annexed to the 1958 Agreement as "UN Regulation", the global technical regulations under the 1998 Agreement as "UN Global Technical Regulation (UN GTR)" and the Rules annexed to the 1997 Agreement as "UN Rule". It was also recommended to only use in the UN Regulations the terms "Contracting Party", "Type Approval Authority", "Technical Service" and "UN type approval" for approvals granted in accordance with the UN Regulations.
Ad.2
The preamble should include one of the main purposes of the 1958 Agreement, namely the reduction of technical barriers to international trade, and the possibility to address, if necessary, different levels of stringency in order to facilitate the adhesion to the Agreement of new Contracting Parties. The proposed text is very similar to that of the purpose of the 1998 Agreement (Article 1, paras. 1.1.6. and 1.1.7.).
Ad.3
At some occasions, it might facilitate the adoption procedure by the Administrative Committee (referred to in Article 1., paragraph 2. of the Agreement), if a Contracting Party could be represented by another Contracting Party or a regional economic integration organization on the basis of a written mandate.
