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Submitted by the Chair and the co-chairs of the WP.29 informal group on the future direction for the 1958 Agreement and IWVTA 
I.
OBJECTIVE OF THE PROPOSAL; 

                          Recall the terms of reference of the IWVTA Informal Group
1.
The World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicles Regulations (WP.29) ,at its March 2010 session, decided to set up an informal group to establish an inventory of items to be addressed in a review of the 1958 Agreement and roadmap for future actions to be undertaken. The inventory and the roadmap should be submitted to WP.29 for consideration, the latest, at its 155th session in November 2011. This future direction for the  1958 Agreement should aim at fostering the participation of more countries and regional economic integration organizations in the activities of the World Forum and to increase the number of Contracting Parties to the Agreement, by improving its functioning and reliability, and thus ensuring that it remains the key international framework for the harmonization of technical regulations in the automobile sector. The target completion date for the work of the informal group shall be the 168th session of WP.29 in March 2016 as indicated in terms of reference (informal document No.WP.29-150-25). 
2.
Eight IWVTA informal meetings were held so far. The outline of each informal meeting is shown below.
3.
The first IWVTA informal meeting was held on March 12, 2010 in Geneva. It was agreed that informal group would review a list of elements necessary for IWVTA as the first step. Each country was invited to propose additional elements to the list, if any. The 1958 Agreement need to be revised not only to accommodate the introduction of IWVTA but also to cover other elements deemed necessary to strengthen the 1958 Agreement. It was proposed to limit the scope of IWVTA to category M1 vehicles.
4.
The second IWVTA informal meeting was held on June 18, 2010 in Paris. The Chairman confirmed that the first step of the work (roadmap) must be completed by November 2011 and noted that a proposal for the inventory for revision of the 1958 Agreement could also be ready by that time. As for IWVTA technical requirements, the Chairman requested all participating countries to prepare list of national technical regulations sorted into three categories, i.e., (a) appropriate as international regulations with only one set of requirements, (b) appropriate as international regulations with optional requirements of different severity level considering the various regional characteristics, (c) requirement for which it is difficult to justify that they would be appropriate for inclusion in international regulations. EC explained the document proposing the inventory of the items on the quality assurance of type approval to be addressed in the review of the 1958 Agreement by the informal group (IWVTA-02-08) followed by discussion. 
5.
The third IWVTA informal meeting was held on November 5 in Paris and November 11 in Geneva. Australia, Japan, Russia and South Africa submitted their list of existing technical requirements sorted into the categories (a), (b) or (c) mentioned above. The Chairman requested the Technical Secretary to consolidate the lists submitted from Australia, Japan, Russia, South Africa and also EC to be discussed at the informal meeting in March, 2011. The Technical Secretary introduced the draft roadmap. The Chairman advised to include the item “the revision of the 1958 Agreement” in the roadmap, which would be discussed at the informal meeting in January, 2011. All members were requested to review EC document IWVTA-02-08 and submit their comments before January. OICA introduced their document “Concept of ECE R0” proposing the structure and contents of ECE R0 concept (IWVTA-03-09) for consideration.
6. The fourth IWVTA informal meeting was held on January 18 in Tokyo. Main agenda was the revision of the 1958 Agreement. The listed comments from Russia, Netherlands, Japan, CLEPA and OICA on the document IWVTA-02-08 was discussed one by one (refer to the document  summarizing comments on the document IWVTA-02-08 from Russian Federation, Netherlands, Japan, CLEPA and OICA (IWVTA-04-07). EU and Japan were invited to prepare a draft proposal by the informal meeting in June, 2011. OICA made presentation on step-by-step approach to introduce IWVTA (refer to the document IWVTA-04-10).

7. 
The fifth IWVTA informal meeting was held on March 4 in Paris. The information on national or regional technical regulations submitted by EU, Russia, South Africa, Australia and Japan was summarized on a list. On the list, national regulations are sorted into 4 categories of “A”,”B”,”C” and “n”. “A” is those on which it is appropriate to specify only one requirement as the international regulations. “B” is those on which it is appropriate to specify several requirements as the international regulations considering the characteristics of different regions. “C” is those on which it is difficult to formulate justifications that they are appropriate as the international regulations. “n” means there is no national regulation for the subject. As a result of various discussions, the Chairman proposed the following approach to select technical requirements for IWVTA. (1) The subjects sorted into all “A” or “A + n” should be a basis for IWVTA. (2) The subjects sorted into “A + B” should be allocated to each GR. Each GR is expected to explore the way to make a regulation to stipulate only one level of requirements wherever possible. (3) The subjects sorted into “C + n” should not be allocated to each GR, and their consideration should be stopped.                                                                                                                                               (4) Non technical subjects should be considered by Informal Group of IWVTA. This includes “Rear registration plate space”, “VIN”, and “Recyclability”. OICA proposed the structure of ECE R0 concept. The Informal Group had common understanding of ECE R0 concept and basically agreed on this approach. 
8.
The sixth IWVTA informal meeting was held on June 17 in Paris. There was in-depth discussion on the revision of Article 3 which addresses the concept of mutual recognition and the proposed new wording will be reviewed by the next IWVTA Informal meeting to be held on September 28. It was agreed to maintain the principle that Contracting Parties can apply  the previous versions of the ECE regulations subject to the condition that, in accordance with the principle of mutual recognition, Contracting Parties applying the latest version of a Regulation cannot be obliged to accept approvals issued in accordance with an earlier version of the Regulation. The idea is to make the 1958 Agreement more attractive so that more emerging-market countries can join it. An inventory on issues eligible for amendments of the 1958 Agreement and wherever possible draft proposals for such amendments would be prepared jointly by EC and Japan for consideration at the informal meeting in September, 2011.

IWVTA technical regulation items were also reviewed. It was agreed that Informal Group is to prepare appropriate guidelines for each GR to finalize IWVTA technical regulations.

Finally, roadmap for IWVTA was reviewed and approved with some amendments. The Informal group agreed to prepare a first informal draft of the revised 1958 Agreement to be presented to WP29 in June 2012 assuming WP29 decides in its 2011 November Session on the basis of proposals which would be made by the Informal Group, the directions to be followed. For the draft ECE R0 on IWVTA, the target deadline agreed by the Informal Group was set to be November 2013.
9.
The seventh IWVTA informal meeting was held on September 28 in Paris. 
10.
 The eighth IWVTA informal meeting was held on November 10 in Paris. 
Ⅱ.
INVENTORY FOR A REVIEW OF THE 1958 AGREEMENT 
                         (a) Identification of items which need to be modified or complemented on the 1958 Agreement
11.    The purpose of this chapter (and Annex 1) is to provide WP.29 with an overview of the main elements that have been indentified by the informal group on the future direction for the harmonisation of motor vehicle regulations under the 1958 Agreement (IWVTA) as possible candidates for the review of the 1958 Agreement, to indicate which of these candidates have been withheld by the informal group as eligible, as well as the possible way forward for taking these elements on board in the reviewed 1958 Agreement and its new structure.
12.
Annex 1 of this report provides information on the state of play of the discussions　within the informal group on items relating to i)the quality assurance of type-approval and ii)the functional improvement to foster the participation of more countries to be addressed in the review of the 1958 Agreement. Annex 1 also provides, for those elements that have been identified as eligible for being addressed in the revision of the 1958 Agreement, an indication on as to how and where these elements could be addressed in the revised 1958 Agreement.　　　
(b) Envisaged new structure for the revised 1958 Agreement
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13.
The new structure envisaged for the revised 1958 Agreement discussed in the informal  group would consist of adding to the current structure (1958 Agreement + 2 appendices + Regulations annexed to the 1958 Agreement) one new appendix and a new Regulation ECE R0 to be annexed to the 1958 Agreement (see diagram above). The new appendix Y would take on board the relevant elements of existing guidance documents.(WP.29/1044 – currently under review by WP.29, cf. ECE/TRANS/WP.29/2011/48 - and WP.29/1059) which have been identified as being relevant for enhancing the provisions of the 1958 Agreement in relation to the harmonisation of the vehicle regulations and the type-approval procedure.  The structure of a new Regulation ECE R0 is proposed for developing the International Whole Vehicle Type-Approval concept (IWVTA). 
Ⅲ.
Roadmap for IWVTA 

14.
Terms of reference (WP29-150-25) states that the informal group shall submit the inventory and roadmap for the future direction on the harmonization of vehicle regulations (IWVTA) to WP.29 for consideration, the latest, at its 155th session in November 2011. Provided that the WP.29 reached agreement after its review of the inventory and the roadmap in November 2011, the target completion date for the work of the informal group should be March 2016. The roadmap for IWVTA discussed and agreed at the informal group is attached as Annex 2 to this report.
Ⅳ.
Conclusions and propositions 

15.
The informal group submits proposals to develop the direction for harmonization of vehicle regulations under the 1958 Agreement. The informal group expects that this document will be considered and adopted by WP.29 on (a) review of the 1958 Agreement and (b) roadmap for IWVTA.

  (a) Review of the 1958 Agreement 
16.
The informal group requests validation of the inventory (Annex 1) by WP29.
17.
The informal group requests validation of the orientations of solutions (Annex 1) by WP29.

18.
The informal group proposes to prepare a draft revision of the 1958 Agreement, available for November 2012 WP29 session.

    (b) Roadmap 
19.
The informal group requests validation of the roadmap (Annex 2) by WP29.
20.
The informal group proposes an intermediate report at November 2012 WP29 session.

Ⅴ.
Draft “candidate for technical regulations items applicable to IWVTA” and “guideline for GRs to review technical regulations applicable to IWVTA” 
21.
The informal group drafted “candidate for technical regulations items applicable to IWVTA” and “guideline for GRs to review technical regulations applicable to IWVTA”. Those documents are planned to be finalized and submitted to WP.29 March 2012 session for consideration.
22.
In the process of consideration of the inventory and the roadmap, it was agreed that informal group would review a list of elements necessary for IWVTA as the first step. The informal group discussed and agreed on the candidate for technical regulation items to be applied to IWVTA which is attached as Annex 3 to this report. Please refer to paragraph 7 of this report for the process to pick up technical regulation items.
23..
In the process of discussion on the roadmap and the candidate for technical regulations to be applied to IWVTA, the informal group realized a guideline which could help each GR to finalize technical regulations applicable to IWVTA may be necessary. The guideline is to request each GR to examine the followings: (i) whether the technical regulation is appropriate as IWVTA requirements or not (ii) whether split of the relevant ECE regulation is necessary or not (iii) whether the technical regulation needs to be amended or not. The informal group discussed and agreed on the guideline which is attached as Annex 4 to this report.
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