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Scope
1.
This proposal aims to propose an harmonized solution for the carriage of batteries in equipment which is intentionaly active in transport.

Introduction

2.
Recently we have been approached concerning the carriage of a watch supposed to function during the transport by air and by road. On the road we have been confronted by the fact that the special provision 188 for UN 3091 doesn't seem to allow lithium batteries or cells in equipment which are not protected from a short circuit. Moreover under (e) in SP 188 it is required to prevent any accidental activation. It is true that nothing is said about equipment intentionaly active during carriage. It seems however from the text logic to conclude that a functioning equipment is not allowed during carriage. This possible interpretation seems to be also confirmed by the fact that in the guidance document of ICAO (http://www.icao.int/anb/FLS/DangerousGoods/ICAOLithiumBatteryGuidance/ICAOLithiumBatteryGuidance.pdf) to the question "S. How do I protect against "inadvertant activation"?" it has been necessary to clarifiy that the requirement of inadvertant activation does not apply to devices which are intentionally active in transport (RFID transmitters, watches, sensors, etc.) and which are not capable of generating a quantity of heat sufficient to be dangerous to packaging or personal safety.

3.
We face the problem that two interpretations of SP 188 are possible: One interpretation saying no equipment shall be active during transport and the other saying it is possible but with the condition of no dangerous heating.

4.
It seems however sometimes necessary to send equipment activated during the transport. This is the reason for this supplementary exemption in the ICAO document. We believe that if the condition of no dangerous heating during carriage can be fulfilled there is indeed no reason not to allow such devices to be exempted. With the actual text it is not possible to guarantee that everywhere the same conclusion will arise. We prefere an harmonized solution as presented in the document of ICAO.

Proposal

5.
In order to allow an harmonized interpretation of the SP 188 we propose to introduce after the first sentence under (e) in SP.188 the same explanation as in the point S of the guidance document of ICAO:
"This requirement does not apply to devices which are intentionally active in transport (RFID transmitters, watches, sensors, etc.) and which are not capable of generating a quantity of heat sufficient to be dangerous to packaging or personal safety.".
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