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1. GRB held its twenty-ninth session on 24 and 25 Septenber 1998 under the
chai rmanship of M. Loffelholz (Germany). Experts fromthe follow ng
countries participated in the work: Czech Republic; France; Germany; Hungary;
Italy; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Romani a;, Russian Federation; Slovakia;

Spai n; Sweden; Switzerland; United Kingdonm United States of Anerica.
Representatives of the European Comm ssion (EC) participated. Representatives
of Japan took part in the session under paragraph 11 of the Comr ssion's Terns
of Reference. Experts fromthe follow ng non-governnmental organizations took
part in the session: International Organization for Standardization (ISO);

I nternational Organization of Mtor Vehicle Manufacturers (O CA);

I nternational Mdtorcycle Manufacturers Association (I MV); European Tyre and
Ri m Techni cal Organi zation (ETRTO).

2. The docunents without a synmbol distributed during the session are |isted
in the annex to this report.
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TYRE- ROAD NO SE LI M TATI ON

(a) Requl ation No. 30 (Pneumatic tyres)

Docunentation: TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ R 140; TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ R. 144;
TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 3; TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 5/ Rev. 1; TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 8;
i nformal docunent No. 5 of the annex to this report.

3. CGRB agreed to base its considerations on a parallel proposal for
Regul ati on No. 54 (see paras. 5-20 below) and requested the secretariat to
prepare a consolidated version incorporating docunents TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ R. 140,
TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 5/ Rev. 1 and t he amendnents agreed during the session for
the parallel proposal relating to tyres for comercial vehicles

(see para. 20 bel ow).

4, I nformal docunment No. 5 was al so considered in conjunction with
Regul ati on No. 54 (see para. 5 below). Consideration of the anendnments
proposed by the Russian Federation ( TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 8) was deferred to
t he next GRB session.

(b) Requl ation No. 54 (Pneumatic tyres for commercial vehicles)

Docunentation: TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ R 141; TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ R. 144;
TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 3; TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 6/ Rev. 1; TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 9;
i nformal docunent No. 5 of the annex to this report.

5. Document TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 6/ Rev. 1 related to the test nmethod was
considered in detail and in conjunction with docunent TRANS/ WP/ 29/ GRB/ R. 141.
Consi deration of the anendnents proposed by the Russian Federation

( TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 9) was deferred to the next GRB session

6. The expert fromthe European Comrunity informed GRB that a Counci
nmeeting had been held in Brussels with the aimof exam ning the “Proposal for
a European Parlianent and Council Directive anmending Council Directive

92/ 23/ EEC relating to tyres for notor vehicles and their trailers and to their
fittings” which contained in Annex 5 prescriptions concerning Tyre/Road noi se
em ssions. He said that no conmon position had been reached anong EC Menber
States and that only the adm nistrative provisions were exam ned in detail

He invited GRB to continue in its technical work and suggested that its
results should | ater be considered in the EC

7. The expert from Germany confirned that in the EC no technical discussion
had taken place and that two documents distributed by his del egati on had not
been exam ned. He said that the proposals reflect the progress made in the
Wor ki ng Party and that they were presented in order to align the prescriptions
of the proposed Directive (see para. 6) to those to be agreed for Regul ations
Nos. 30 and 54. He confirmed that in his proposals the tyre/road noise limts
remai ned based on the tyre | oad index instead of the nom nal section w dth.

8. The Chairman expressed his view that GRB was the appropriate forumto
achi eve wi der technical harnonization and that he wi shed to present results of
the work made in GRB to the EU Council during the German presidency (first
senmester of 1999).

9. The expert fromthe ETRTO reiterated the opinion of his organization
that the tyre/road noi se woul d best be addressed by a separate new Regul ati on
(see docunents TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ R. 144 and TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 3). Referring
to document TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 6/ Rev. 1 (see para. 5 above), he noted that,
in sonme cases, it was not clearly shown whether a prescription referred to
safety or noise matters. Therefore he proposed, wherever necessary, to better
di tinguish definitions relating to noise fromthose relating to safety. In
particular, he requested GRB to clearly define a type, size and range of tyres
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with respect to noise and to clarify the adm nistrative procedures concerning
granting of type approval and concerning transitional provisions.

10. The experts from France, Italy, Spain and United States of Anerica
supported the ETRTO point of view and expressed the opinion that a separate
Regul ati on woul d be preferable to the proposed amendments to Regul ati ons

Nos. 30 and 54, because this would elinmnate many admnistrative and technica
problems. In addition, the expert fromUnited States of America said that, in
vi ew of a gl obal harnonization, the test track specifications and the test

nmet hodol ogy shoul d be revised. The expert from Sweden supported the origina
proposal under consideration. However, since nmany del egations had not
expressed their official position on this matter, the Chairman suggested to
continue to exam ne the two proposal s anendi ng Regul ati ons Nos. 30 and 54 with
particular regard to technical matters and to take a decision at a later

st age.

11. It was agreed that, in order to find a suitable definition of a type of
tyre regarding noise, it would be desirable that experts from GRB and GRRF
could nmeet in order to find a solution to be submtted to next GRB session

12. The expert from O CA recall ed the reservati ons made during the previous
session (see informal docunment No. 6 distributed during the twenty-eighth
session) and confirmed the opinion of his organization that the tyre/noise
limtation along the proposals under consideration could not effectively
reduce the overall vehicle noise. |In particular, he pointed out that the
proposed test vehicle requirements are extrenmely inprecise and likely to |ead
to a considerable variation in the neasured noise |levels during tests carried
out by the different |aboratories.

13. The expert from France informed GRB that, in the future, new types of
comercial vehicle tyres having a much wi der section will be put on the nmarket
in order to replace those intended for dual nounting (twinning). He expressed
the intention of his delegation to present at the next CGRB session an

expl anatory docunent in order to insert this type of tyre in the proposa

under consideration

14. The expert from Sweden gave a presentation concerning “the effectiveness
of the proposed EU Directive”. He pointed out that, fromthe date of the
entry into force of tyre/noise prescriptions in the EC, it will take at | east
a decade to replace 50 per cent of tyres with those neeting the proposed EC
noise limts and that, in his view, during this period of tinme no significant
reduction in noise would be achieved. He therefore suggested that GRB shoul d
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not follow what has been proposed in the EC as regards the reduction by
1 dB(A) of noise results (in order to take account of any instrunent
i naccur aci es) .

15. The expert from O CA recogni zed that it would take time before achieving
a significant tyre/noise reduction but he said that this problemcould not be
solved by the elimnation of 1 dB(A) reduction to which the industry had been
used for many years.

16. The expert fromthe United States of Anmerica expressed a reservation on
the criteria proposed for the evaluation of noise results and said that, in
his view, it was not in line with the future global regulatory system In
this respect, he informed GRB that, at the next session of WP.29, the United
States of Anmerica intends to propose a new policy for the activities of the
Wor ki ng Parties subsidiary to WP. 29.

17. The Chairman rem nded GRB that noise |limts represent a politica
guestion that will be discussed and agreed in the European Parliament.

Theref ore he suggested not to take any decision regardi ng prescriptions on
noise limts and test results corrections and to await the decision of the EC

18. The expert from Sweden gave a further presentation of a study concerning
the rel ation between noise em ssions, friction and rolling resistance of car
tyres (informal docunment No. 5). He said that, according to the first results
of this investigation, there seened to be no significant conflict between the
above paraneters, and that the establishing of tyre/road noise was not likely
to sacrifice wet friction or rolling resistance of future tyres.

19. The expert fromthe United Kingdomrecalled that the rel ation between
noi se and safety had al so been studied in his country. However, he said that
his maj or concern was small tyre manufacturers with limted resources who, in
order to neet both noise and safety requirenents, could conprom se tyre
safety.

20. CGRB agreed to resune this subject at its next session and requested the
secretariat to prepare a consolidated working docunent incorporating docunents
TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ R 141, TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 6/ Rev. 1 and t he anmendnents agreed

during the session. It was also agreed that the parallel proposal relating to
tyres for passenger cars woul d be anended consequently (see para. 3 above).

AMENDMENTS TO REGULATION No. 51 (Noise of Mand N categories of vehicles)

Docunent ation: Informal docunents Nos. 1 and 2 of the annex to this report.

21. I nformal docunment No. 2 was presented by the expert from Japan. He

i nformed GRB that Japan’s Urban Mbde Measuring Method had been conpared with
the German (FIGE) nmethod and with the emission test nodes used in Japan
United States of Anmerica and Europe. The nmain results obtained by this
conpari son showed that for passenger cars the driving conditions for Japan’s
Urban Mode Measuring Method were simlar to those of the em ssion test nodes
of Japan, United States of Anerica and Europe, and that the FIGE test was

cl oser to Japan’s Urban Mbde Measuring Method in engine speed and noi se

| evel s, than the |SO 362 net hod.

22. The expert from Germany confirmed that the data resulting fromresearch
conducted at FIGE (informal docunent No. 1) had shown a good correlation with
those presented by Japan. He also said that a final report would be made

avail abl e at the next session of GRB

23. The expert from O CA recomrended that if a change of the testing methods
(e.g. test track characteristics, position of mcrophone etc.) would affect
the noise limts, they should be established after having carried out “round
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robin tests” at different test sites.

24. The expert from Sweden said that, in his opinion, the driving cycle for
noi se testing should be reviewed on the basis of a harnonized test cycle

em ssi on whi ch was now being studied in cooperation with the United States of
America. He also highly evaluated the report presented by the expert from
Japan.

25. The expert fromthe United States of America said that, in his opinion,
noi se em ssion results should be based on the “worst case” conditions in order
to take into account also “aggressive driving”. 1In this respect, the expert

fromI1SO replied that the worst case had been abandoned after being used for
about twenty years since it was realized that the extrenme driving conditions
(full opened throttle) represented only 4 per cent of actual driving

behavi our.

26. The expert fromISO informed GRB that, within the franmework of

SC1/ TC 41, a Working Group (W5 42) had been established in order to revise the
| SO 362 standard and had net already three times. He said that |1SO would | ook
to both European and Japanese information and that work was in progress.
Fol | owi ng a request made by the Chairman, the |SO expert said that the
technical requirenments of the EC Directive 92/97/ EEC woul d probably be
nodified in the future on the basis of the revised | SO 362 standard and that a
meeting with a representati ve of the European Comm ssion (DG I11) had been

pl anned in order to provide all the necessary information on the work carried
out by 1SO

27. The Chairman requested the expert from Germany to provide, for the next
GRB session, a working docunment which would al so take into account the
contribution fromJapan (see para. 21 above). The expert froml SO was al so
requested to present a document concerning the results achieved in | SO
activities on noise testing. Both docunents will constitute a basis for

devel opi ng new proposals to amend Regul ati on No. 51

AMENDMENTS TO REGULATI ON No. 59 (Repl acement silencing systens)

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 10.

28. The expert from Pol and introduced a proposal for incorporating into
paragraph 1 of the Regulation a reference to Regul ation No. 103

( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 1998/ 10). The above proposal woul d ensure that replacenent

sil encing systenms conprising catalytic converters have to be approved
according to Regulation No. 103. GRB agreed to reconsider this subject at the
next session.

AMENDMENTS TO REGULATI ON No. 63 (Noi se of nopeds)

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 11.

29. The secretariat informed the participants that the proposal had been
received by mail from Belarus and introduced docunment TRANS/ WP. 29/1998/11. He
then invited the experts to express their opinions on the proposed anendnents
to Regulation No. 63 in order to reflect themin the report.

30. The expert from France noted that the proposal to anend paragraph 2.2.3.
of Regulation No. 63 would align it to the correspondi ng prescriptions of the
EC Directive 97/24/EC. The expert fromI|IMVA said that, in his view, the
proposed new definitions of exhaust system needed to be clarified since they
had never appeared before in the ECE term nol ogy.

31. CGRB adopted the proposed anendnent relating to paragraph 2.2.3 but
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agreed to await the finalization of the remaining part of the proposal before
submitting it to WP.29. In this respect, the secretariat was requested to ask
the experts from Belarus to provide GRB with nore detail ed explanation

DEFI NI TI ON OF TESTI NG PROVI SI ONS | N NO SE REGULATI ONS

Docunentation: Informal docunment No. 8 distributed during the twenty-eighth
session of CRB

32. The expert fromthe Czech Republic recalled his presentati on made during
the previous session where he had presented a synopsis of international and
nati onal testing provisions, conmparing the nmethods and specifications defined
in ECE noi se Regul ati ons, EC noise Directives, |1SO noise draft Standards and
the noi se test procedure for notor vehicles in Japan. He explained the
reasons why harnoni zed prescriptions anong noi se rules were desirable with
particul ar regard to the arrangenents, nmethod of testing, requirenents and
interpretations of results and suggested that Regul ati ons Nos. 41 and 63
shoul d be aligned with EC Directive 97/ 24/ EC. The expert from | MVA agreed
with this suggestion and recalled his proposal contained in docunent

TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 14, di scussed under agenda item 7.1. (see para. 36

bel ow) .

33. The Chai rman thanked the expert fromthe Czech Republic for the work
produced and expressed the intention of GRB to continue in the process of
har noni zation as started in the past. He also suggested that this subject
need not be discussed further in the future GRB neeti ngs.

EXCHANGE OF | NFORMATI ON ON NATI ONAL AND | NTERNATI ONAL
REQUI REMENTS ON NO SE LEVELS

Docunent ation: Informal docunents Nos. 3 and 4 of the annex to this report.

34. The expert from Japan inforned GRB that in May 1998 a “Survey Conmittee
of Actual Tyre-Road Noi se” had been established in order to consider the
efficency and the necessity of introducing tyre/noise regulation in Japan
(informal document No. 3). A final report of this research was expected to be
i ssued for the year 2000.

35. The expert from Japan introduced informal document No. 4 and inforned
GRB that, in order to further reduce noise enmitted fromvehicles, Japan
intended to partially revise its Safety Regul ations for Road Vehicles
Concerning Motor Vehicle Noise. Therefore, the noise standards for certain
categories of vehicles (buses with mass exceeding 3.5 t and maxi mum power not
exceedi ng 150 kW small-sized trucks with maxi mum mass between 1.7 t and 3.5 t
and cab-over type mni sized trucks) will be strengthened. The planned
revision of the relevant noise regulations will be notified by the Japanese
Government to the Wrld Trade Organi zation (WO and its enforcenent shoul d
take effect in October 2000.

OTHER BUSI NESS

(a) Amendnents to Requlation No. 41 (Noise of motor cycles)

Docunment ati on: TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 13; TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 14.

36. The expert from | MVA introduced docunment TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 14 whi ch
was prepared in order to align Regulation No. 41 with the correspondi ng

EC Directive 97/24/EC. The expert fromthe United Ki ngdom sought
clarifications concerning sone paragraphs. The Chairman invited all the
experts to address their coments to | MVA who, if necessary, will present at
the next session an addendumto the original proposal
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37. The expert fromthe Czech Republic noted that the proposal to amend
Regul ati on No. 41, contained in docunent TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 1998/ 13, had been
taken into account by the I MVA proposal so that no further discussion was

deened necessary.

(b) Proposal for a d obal Agreenent

38. The secretariat informed GRB that, at its one-hundred-and-fifteenth
session (23-26 June 1998), WP.29 had formally adopted the text of the
Agreenent, conprised of docunments ECE TRANS/ 132 and Corr.1 (English only).

39. WP. 29 was addressed by many speakers representing the European
Comunity, national adm nistrations and non-governnmental organi zations, all of
them consi dering the Agreement as a major step in the efforts of Governnents
and industry to achieve international harnonization of vehicle regulations

( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 638/ Add. 1) .

40. As requested by WP.29, the Agreenent was opened for signature

on 25 June 1998 and signed by Anbassador G E. Mbose on behalf of the
Government of the United States of America. The Agreenent will remain open
for signature until its entry into force (specified in Article 11) and is

avail able during this period in Geneva ( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 638, paras. 25 to 40).
It was expected that, in the future, other Governnments (e.dg. the European
Comunity, Japan, Australia, South Africa) will sign the Agreenent.
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Annex 1

(c) Traffic noise nodelling

41. The expert from|1SO infornmed GRB that devel opment of the conputer nodel

of community noise continued and that its inproved version should take into
account e.g. road surface absorption, to provide better prediction of
comunity noise |levels. As already expressed during the previous neetings, he
invited the del egates to contact the University of Central Florida and provide
coments as appropriate (TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRB/ 24, para. 39).

AGENDA FOR THE NEXT SESSI ON

42. The foll ow ng agenda was agreed for the thirtieth session,
(Geneva, 22 February (14.30 h) to 25 February (12.30 h) 1999) 1/:

1. Tyre-road noi se
1.1. Anmendnents to Regulation No. 30 (Pneumatic tyres)

1.2. Anmendnents to Regul ation No. 54 (Pneumatic tyres
for comrercial vehicles)

2. Amendnents to Regul ation No. 51 (Noise of Mand N categories
of vehicl es)
3. Amendnent to Regul ati on No. 59 (Replacenment silencing systens)
4, Amendnents to Regul ati on No. 63 (Noi se of nopeds)
5. Amendrents to Regul ation No.41 (Noi se of motor cycles)
6. Exchange of information on national and international requirements on

noi se | evels 2/
7. O her busi ness

7.1. Traffic noise nodelling

1/ As part of the secretariat's efforts to reduce expenditure, all the
of ficial documents distributed prior to the session by mail will not be
available in the conference roomfor distribution to session
partici pants. Delegates are kindly requested to bring their copies of
docunents to the neeting.

2/ Del egations are invited to submt brief statements on the | atest status
in national requirenents (if applicable) and, if necessary, to
suppl enment this information orally.
Annex
LI ST OF | NFORMAL DOCUMENTS DI STRI BUTED W THOUT A SYMBOL DURI NG THE SESSI ON

No. Transmitted Agenda Language Title
by item




Cer many

Japan

Japan

Japan

Sweden

P
N -

I nvestigations on Inproving the Method of
Noi se Measurenent for Powered Vehi cl es.

Study on Pass-by Noi se Testing Methods
I ncorporating Urban Driving Conditions.

Action of Japan Toward Tyre-Road Noi se
Regul ati on.

WO Notification Regarding Partia

Revi sion of the Safety Regul ati ons for
Road Vehi cl es Concerning Mtor Vehicle
Noi se.

Rel ati on Bet ween Noi se Em ssion, Friction

and Rol ling Resistance of Car Tyres -
A Pilot Study.



