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 Voluntary structured framework of IOs for
– exchange of experience on effective rule-making of international 

organisations; 

– analytical work building on evidence collected from the group of IOs 
and other sources. 

 “Rules” understood broadly as legal, technical and policy 
instruments - from legally to non-legally binding

 “Rule-making” from the design & development of “rules” to 
their implementation and enforcement 

 Cross-cutting: IOs with a wide range of mandates

 Going beyond IGOs, involving public & private

 Involving country delegates & academics

Refresher: the scope of the initiative
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• Annual plenary meetings, with rotation of hosts

• Working groups on 5 focus themes led by focal points 
(UNECE, OIE, WHO, OECD, SIECA)

• Dedicated (password-protected) electronic portals for 
exchange of documents and information, discussions 
and institutional memory

• Academic Friends of the IO partnership: a flexible and 
open advisory group of some 20 dedicated academics

• Collect of practices through a survey exercise leading 
to evidence-based analytical work

• Studies of specific IOs

How? Organisation of the work



 2014-2017: Launch of the initiative by OECD RPC / Overview of 
international rule-making (launched in Nov 2016)

 April 2017: Agreement to continue the work under the IO partnership

 July 2017: Launch of the e-platform & creation of 5 focused Working 
Groups

 Sept-Oct 2017: Outreach to academics to test the appetite for a network of 
academics to support WG activities

 6 November 2017: Brainstorming on WG themes and establishment of 
network of Academic Friends of the IO partnership

 12 April 2018 : 5th annual meeting of IOs. Overview of WG activities 
and state of play of studies underway. Discussion and refinement of draft 
survey on rule-making practices of IOs; overview of relevant IO reforms. 

 November 2018: Workshop to discuss progress & first drafts of work. 

 April 2019: 6th annual meeting of IOs. Finalisation and launch of cross-
cutting analytical work and individual studies. Brainstorming on possible 
next steps in the partnership. 

Where are we?





Case studies

• Forthcoming case studies
• Case study of the contribution of WTO (TBT and SPS) to

international regulatory co-operation

• Case study of the Asian Harmonization Working Party on
Medical Devices

• Case study of the International Bureau of Weights and
Measures (BIPM)



Trans-governmental networks of regulators

• Case study of the International Association of Insurance Supervisors (IAIS)

• Case study of The International Council for Harmonisation of Technical 
Requirements for Pharmaceuticals for Human Use (ICH)

• Case Study of the Asian Harmonization Working Party (AHWP) on Medical Devices
8Source: The contribution of trans-governmental networks of regulators to international regulatory co-

operation, draft OECD paper, 2017

Increase in TGNs 
over decades



What’s next?
Please send comments on the IO 
survey by 27 April, 2018

November 2018: Workshop at the 
OECD Headquarters to discuss initial 
results from data collection

May 2018: Launch of the survey to IOs 
=> 4-6 weeks for answers 

June – October 2018: Data cleaning 
and analysis of results

Spring 2019: 6th Annual meeting of IOs-
Launch of the final results



Thank you
Contact: celine.kauffmann@oecd.org
Background information:

The Regulatory Policy Committee was created by the
OECD Council on 22 October 2009 to assist countries in
implementing government-wide policies to promote
regulatory policy and governance. Information about
OECD work on regulatory policy at:
www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy

Our work on international regulatory co-operation is
available at: www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/IRC

Information on the IO partnership is available at:
www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/a-partnership-for-
effective-international-rule-making.htm
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