
 
 

 NATIONS UNIES ОБЪЕДИНЕННЫЕ НАЦИИ UNITED NATIONS 
 ──── ──── ──── 
 COMMISSION ÉCONOMIQUE ЕВРОПЕЙСКАЯ ЭКОНОМИЧЕСКАЯ ECONOMIC COMMISSION 

 POUR L’EUROPE КОМИССИЯ FOR EUROPE 

 
 

 
Opening address by Andrey Vasilyev, Deputy Executive Secretary 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

 

Workshop on Introducing Standards-related Issues in Educational 

Curricula 

 

Geneva, 8 November 2012 

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

Today’s workshop will look at the need to make college and university graduates 

better aware of, and better trained in, the subject of standards and technical 

regulations.  

 

The United Nations started pressing for education on standards as early as 1970. 

The Working Party—which was then known as the Working Party on Technical 

Harmonization and Standardization Policies—issued a formal Recommendation 

urging Governments to encourage the introduction of the subject of standardization 

into the curricula of educational establishments, and to foster the education and 

training of standardization specialists.   

 

But even after 40 years, we haven’t seen much in the line of results!  The offer of 

courses and programmes in standardization is still very limited and, for the most 

part, confined to postgraduate studies.  

 

Yet, for governments, as well as for business, expertise and awareness in 

standardization issues are critical to meeting many of the important challenges that 

are before us.  
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As Governments, you can make a difference not just by encouraging universities 

and training institutions to increase the offer of courses and programmes in the 

area of standards, and standards-related issues. You can also encourage them  to 

target their training offer so that future graduates understand the role that 

standards can play not only for business efficiency but also for addressing major 

policy issues. For example: climate change and global warming; measuring  

progress towards a more sustainable use of resources, and integrating small and 

remote production hubs into global supply chains.   

 

The key question is then:  how do we generate enthusiasm for this topic?  One 

angle that I believe can fascinate young people, and indeed people of all ages, is 

the way the standards-making process ensures participation and promotes 

consensus. Think, for example, of ISO 26000, the standard on “Social 

Responsibility”. During the 5 years it was being developed, the ISO Working Group 

received some 25,000 written comments, from 450 experts from 99 countries and 

more than 40 international organizations.  

 

Also, the innovative teaching methods that you will be hearing about today at the 

workshop should be continued and promoted. I understand you will be playing a 

board game during your lunch break, and look forward to learning more about how 

these new ideas and tools can be integrated into classroom teaching.  

 

The variety of topics that the workshop is going to address, and the different 

backgrounds of both speakers and participants, show that there is strong 

commitment now to making a difference, and to renewing the commitment we 

made 40 years ago when Recommendation “ I “ (pronounced “eye”) was first 

adopted.  

 

Today’s impressive line-up of speakers comes from a wide range of institutions and 

agencies:   government authorities, standards-setting bodies, academia, the 

business community, and testing and conformity-assessment bodies.  

 

 

My colleagues in the UNECE secretariat--in collaboration with many of the experts 
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present here today--have prepared two documents that should be useful for your 

discussions: 

 

- A proposed revision of Recommendation I 

- Proposed curriculum 

 

The proposed curriculum aims at presenting a first draft of a, "model educational 

programme on standardization". 

 

With its 15 subject areas, the model programme covers the basic standardization 

issues. This should give students a general understanding of the major issues 

relevant to the activities of business and regulatory and administrative authorities.  

 

This programme would be included in general university-level programmes, at the 

bachelor and master’s level, in economics, business administration and law, rather 

than being used for specialized training in standardization. 

 

While the model programme aims at setting down a core curriculum, the specific 

set of issues and the time allocated to each area would clearly have to be tailored 

to the needs of each specific educational institution and programme. 

 

I’d like to ask you to please take the time to review this draft curriculum and the 

proposed revision to recommendation “I”. You should have already received them 

by e-mail in the package of documents, but you can also find them on the website 

in the three official languages:  English, French and Russian.  

 

We hope that you ‘ll contribute to the further development of these two documents: 

   both in the next couple of days and even further on, when you are back home.  

 

Before I conclude, I’d like to share with you my expectations from this workshop, 

and from its three sessions:   

 

During the first session, we’ll  have the privilege of hearing some of the most senior 

professors and deans of faculties that give courses and master programmes in 
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standards and standardization.  They will be looking at questions such as:  What 

does it take to introduce a new subject into a university curriculum?  How can we 

build on and share our experience and expertise in order to replicate this across 

our region?  

 

In the second session, experts from standards-setting bodies will present both their 

programmes for the training of mid-career experts and specialists and those 

programmes they’re starting in collaboration with universities and educational 

institutions.  

 

The questions will include: How can we help young people better understand the 

content of standards and the standards-making process? How can we generate 

enthusiasm for what may seem, at first glance, to be a technical or dull subject?  

 

In the third session, we’ll be looking at the role of authorities. What role would you 

like authorities to play here? How can they encourage the development of further 

courses and programmes, and help educational providers to develop programmes 

that meet not only the demands of companies, but also the needs of policymakers 

and civil society? 

 

So, in conclusion, my thanks to all of you for coming to the workshop. Especially to 

those of you-- and I know that there are many-- who have travelled long distances. 

I wish you every success, and encourage each of you to participate very actively in 

this workshop.   

 

 

_________ 

 


