
Goals and objectives
The conference aims at:

· [image: image1.wmf]Promoting an exchange of experience on the use of risk assessment and management techniques in the areas of technical regulations, standards, conformity assessment, accreditation, metrology, and market surveillance;

· Discussing issues related to the assessment and management of risk for the different bodies and authorities involved in technical regulation and standardization matters.
What is Risk Management?
It is a methodology that can be applied by businesses, governmental and non-governmental agencies and even by individuals. A professional management of uncertainty makes businesses more resilient, and authorities better able to deal with technological, human, and environmental hazards.
What is the Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies (WP.6)?

It is an intergovernmental group, also open to participants from business, academia, and the civil society. Its main goal is to promote regulatory policies to protect the health and safety of consumers and workers, and preserve our natural environment, without creating unnecessary barriers to trade and investment. Participation in the meetings and events of the Working Party is free of charge. 
Risk management and WP. 6

The recommendations of WP.6 contribute to mitigate a wide range of risks. For example, making use of best practice in market surveillance mitigates the risks to consumers and workers from non-compliant goods and equipment. Reference to standards developed by international experts in technical regulations applied by Governments lowers uncertainty because it broadens the pool of knowledge available to the rule-makers. Risk management indeed permeates all the issues discussed at the Working Party meetings. 
Issues for discussion
For governmental authorities:

· Risk assessment in the choice of technical regulation objectives and tools;
· Risk assessment and management in drafting and implementing technical regulations and setting out technical requirements in technical regulations; 
· Risk assessment in the choice of conformity assessment options and market surveillance procedures;
· Interpretation of essential safety requirements defined in technical regulations on the basis of harmonized standards;
· Development of harmonized standards based on common appreciation of risks.

· Risk Management at Customs: how to balance trade facilitation and safety?
For business:

-  Exchange of experience in implementation of integrated risk management standards and methodologies, 

- What does business expect from Government as regards risk management implementation?

- Sustainable development and social responsibility: managing ecological risks, consumer protection, and occupational hazards.

For Academia:

- Areas of Risk Management that are being developed and their potential interest for business and for governmental authorities.
For certification and standardization bodies:

- Standardization of risk management: what standards are available and being developed?

- Certification schemes in risk management.
For professional organizations:

- Development and promotion of risk management tools;
- Competence certification schemes (personal certification)
 For further information: 
Conference Coordinator:
Mr. Valentin Nikonov,

e-mail:valentin.nikonov@gmail.com,

tel +7 912 24 808 75 / 7 916 929 03 56
Organizing Committee:

Mr. V. Hurevich, Director, 

Belarusian State Institute for Standardization and Certification” (BelGISS)
tns22@belgiss.org.by

Ms. K. Steinlova, Head, 

EU Affairs department, Slovak Office of Standards, Metrology and Testing

kvetoslava.steinlova@normoff.gov.sk
Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies Secretariat:
Ms. Lorenza Jachia and Mr.  Pierre Kohler,
Tel. (+41 22) 917 55 93/ 917 73 251
e-mail: lorenza.jachia@unece.org
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