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SPECIAL PROGRAMME FOR THE ECONOMIES OF CENTRAL ASIA (SPECA)

Report of the 

Tenth Session of the SPECA Working Group on Trade 
13 May 2016, Dushanbe, Tajikistan
1. The tenth session of the SPECA Working Group on Trade was hosted by the Government of Turkmenistan, in Ashgabat, on 13 May 2016. Representatives of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan, as well as UNECE, the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Regional Centre for Central Asia, the World Bank, the International Finance Corporation (IFC), the World Trade Organization, The German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ), as well as Iran, took part in the meeting. Representatives of Afghanistan were held back in their capital in the last minute, while Uzbekistan did not respond to the invitation. The tenth session of the SPECA WG on Trade was organized back-to-back with the high-level UNECE-WTO Trade Policy Forum, Ashgabat, 11-13 May 2016, which discussed WTO accession, trade facilitation and regional trade cooperation issues. 
2. Mr. Saidrahmon Nazrizoda, Vice Minister of Economic Development and Trade of Tajikistan, and Chair of the WG opened and chaired the meeting. Mr Andrey Vasilyev, Deputy Executive Secretary of UNECE, welcomed the participants on behalf of the UN. 
3. The Chair delivered his report on the implementation of the Work Plan of the Group since the ninth session of the WG on 3 July 2016, in Geneva. He reported on the decisions of the ninth session and how they had been implemented. 
4. The TWG session concentrated on the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to trade and the role of the SPECA WG on Trade, and recommended that the WG should: 
1. provide a platform for supporting progress towards achieving SDGs with a focus on the SDGs directly related to trade, in particular: promotion of the multilateral, rules-based trading system under the WTO (SDG 17.10); increasing the share of the Central Asian countries in global exports (SDG 17.11); and granting duty-free, quota-free preferential access to markets to Least-Developed Countries (particularly to Afghanistan) (SDG 17.12).  At the same time the Group may deal with impact of progress in the above areas on other SDGs as appropriate.
2. improve awareness of SPECA countries on the trade and economic development-related SDGs, provide information and share best practice experiences with regard to the localization of SDGs;
3. support the exchange of best practices; capacity-building; joint development and implementation of regional projects on the example of the UNDP-facilitated Afghanistan-Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan, Tripartite Agro Food Industry Consortium; and the sharing of experience on the use of new financial mechanisms and partnerships, notably, through providing fora for the exchange of experience, lessons learnt and good practices. 

4. support the establishment of mechanisms of regional cooperation, notably of trade negotiators and of specialists in trade facilitation, thus enhancing the ability of SPECA participating countries to achieve the SDGs. 
5. assist the countries develop a model for rolling out the SDGs related to trade using the experience of UNCT in Turkmenistan, the World Bank and other development partners in the SPECA region. 

6. assist the countries in mobilizing additional support for national and subregional implementation of relevant SDGs;

7. undertake policy discussions on trade issues from a regional perspective, including, for example, the development of relevant studies and a regional trade facilitation strategy; 
8. attention should be given to mainstreaming gender issues in trade. 
9. UNECE should finalize a 2-3-page document on how trade facilitation can help implement the SDGs. 
10. The Group will work closely with UNCTs and other development partners, including the IFIs and development agencies, in assisting the SPECA countries achieve the SDGs. 
The Chairman suggested holding the next meeting of the TWG in Almaty, back to back with the next Trade Policy Forum in Almaty. 
