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	 Seminar 

“WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and National Trade Facilitation Committees”



25 and 26 February 2016, Kiev (Ukraine)

Organized by:

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 

Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (United Kingdom),

World Customs Organization (WCO)
and prepared in collaboration with the:
Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine (MEDT)

Ukrainian National Committee of the International Chamber of Commerce 

(ICC Ukraine)

agenda

Participants: stakeholders and international organizations (all stakeholders in trade facilitation, as well as all international partners working with Ukraine on the implementation of trade facilitation should be involved.

Venue: tba by the Ukrainian hosts
Note: This workshop builds on the years of work in support of trade facilitation projects and the Interagency Project Working Group on Trade Facilitation and Logistics in Ukraine and the results of the UNCTAD-UNECE supported study of the readiness of Ukraine to implement the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement. It aims at assisting Ukraine in developing a National Trade Facilitation Committee (NTFC), which is already drafting its Terms of Reference, mandate, and programme of work; and in implementing the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA): notably the measures notified as category A, and deciding on timing for categories B and C. The seminar will assist the ongoing efforts of Ukraine to develop a trade facilitation strategy, on the platform of the NTFC. Speakers from the relevant regulatory bodies and the business community of Ukraine, as well as UNECE, UNCTAD, UK Customs, WCO and other development partners will speak about the benefits and challenges of trade facilitation for Ukraine. The training sessions will address the organizational issues of the establishment and functioning of a NTFC (ToR, programme of work, setting up a secretariat, financing the activities, etc.), the contents of the work, scope of activities of the NTFC.  
25 February 2016
	09:00 - 11:00
	Meeting of the Interagency Working Group on Trade Facilitation and Logistics of Ukraine, including: 
· Status of Ukraine's ratification and implementation of the of the WTO TFA 
· Status of establishing the National Trade Facilitation Committee, 
Ministry of Economic Development of Ukraine and Interagency Working Group for Trade Facilitation and Logistics in Ukraine

	11:00-11:15
	Coffee Break



	11:15 - 11:35
	Welcome, opening, and presentation of the agenda of the seminar
Government of Ukraine / Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine 

UNECE / UNCTAD



	Session I: WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement status and implementation in Ukraine 



	11:35 - 12:40
	Review of Categorisation of TFA measures and timing for Categories B and C
UNECE / UNCTAD


	12:40 - 14:00
	Lunch Break



	Session II: Establishment and Functioning of a National Trade Facilitation Committee in Ukraine 

	14:00 - 14:45
	
The need to establish a National Trade Facilitation Committee
Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, the business community and other Ukrainian stakeholders 

UNECE / UNCTAD 



	14:45 - 16:00
	Contents of the work on TF / Scope of NTFC activities / Financing 
UNECE / Recommendations 4 and 40
UNCTAD 



	16:00 - 16:15
	Coffee Break 



	16:15 - 17:30
	Organizational issues of the establishment and functioning of a NTFC: 
Drafting Terms of Reference, Programme of Work, functioning Secretariat
UNECE 

UNCTAD 


26 February 2016 
	Session II: Establishment and Functioning of a NTFC in Ukraine (cont’d)

	10:00 - 11:00

	How international best practices and trade facilitation recommendations can be used in Ukraine
UNECE
Experience in other countries (SITPRO, SWEPRO, etc.)


	11:00 - 11:30
	
Methodology of establishing and training for NTFCs  
UNCTAD / UNECE


	11:30 - 11:45
	
Coffee Break


	Session III: International assistance for trade facilitation and the NTFC

	11:45 - 12:15
	Presentation of the HMRC-WCO-UNCTAD project on trade facilitation 

UK HMRC 

	12:15 - 12:45
	Establishing a work plan for training of members of NTFCs
Interactive session moderated by UNCTAD

	12:45 - 14:00
	Lunch Break



	14:00 - 14:30
	Development partners and trade facilitation in Ukraine – framework of collaboration with the NTFC / current projects

Representatives of the European Union, Germany, Poland, Lithuania, USAID, etc.

	14:30 – 15:00
	Identification of specific training needs for Customs 

WCO, UK Customs, EUBAM, etc. 

	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee Break 


	Session IV: National Trade Facilitation Strategy for Ukraine

	15:15 - 15:45
	Trade facilitation strategy for Ukraine – progress update
UNECE 

	15:45 – 16:30
	International trade facilitation benchmarking studies
HMRC 

	16:30 – 17:30
	Trade facilitation strategy development and implementation – a way forward
UNECE / HMRC / PwC

	17:30 – 18:00
	Closing session and next steps in the implementation of the TFA and TF
Ministry of Economic Development and Trade / Interagency Working Group / UNECE / UNCTAD / HMRC
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