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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

COMMITTEE ON TRADE

Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards

Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Meeting of the Extended Bureau

Brussels, Luxembourg, 19-21 October 2009
Item 6 of the provisional agenda

VARIETAL IDENTITY  /  PURITY
This text has been suggested by the delegation of Germany, France, UK and Netherlands as a draft questionnaire on varietal identity and purity.
Introduction:
Compliance with varietal identity is the first step in the certification scheme. The name of the variety is written on the official label. 
Seed quality is also determined by genetic criteria. The seed lot has to be homogenous. In annex IV of the standard tolerances for purity (plants of other varieties or plants not true to the variety /off-types/) are laid down. 
That’s why we need to describe methods to be used by official inspection to define the varietal identity and the purity.
1. VARIETAL IDENTITY 

Draft questionnaire

1.1 
What are the methods used to check varietal identity?
a.
Comparative disposal in the field with a reference collection 

b.
Visual inspections (on crop and/or on tubers) with reference to the official description (DUS criteria for registration in the official catalogue) 

c.
Molecular genotyping. Describe the methodology (SSR, RFLP, RAPD, ...) 

d.
Control of traceability 

e.
Other
1.2.
At what stage(s) of the seed potato production scheme varietal identity is controlled and what are the methods used? 

a.
For initial material 

b.
For pre-basic seeds 

c.
Pre-basic TC 

d.
Other pre-basic seeds 

e.
For basic seeds 

f.
For certified seeds 

1.3.
Who provides the initial material? 

a.
Registration service 

b.
Certification service 

c.
Breeder 

d.
Grower 

e.
Other
1.4
Who is responsible for determining varietal identity for?
a.
Initial material
b.
Pre-basic seeds 

c.
Pre-basic TC
d.
Other Pre-basic seeds
e.
Basic and Certified seeds
(a, b, c, d, e as determined above) 

1.5
Who is responsible in case on non-compliance with varietal identity?

a.
Official certification body 

b.
Breeder

c.
Grower

d.
Other

1.6
Who is responsible to pay in the case of dispute?

a.
Official certification body 

b.
Breeder

c.
Grower

d.
Other

2. varietal purity:
Draft questionnaire

2.1
Definition of purity 
What is considered not typical for the variety (off-types, ground keepers (volunteers), admixtures / other variety)


2.2
What tolerances are applied for varietal purity?

a. in crop

b. in seed lot
c. Are different standards applied for off-types and other varieties?


2.3
Do the tolerances vary according to category or class?
Please specify


2.4
Who will check the purity?
a.
inspector alone

b.
inspectors in pairs
c.
supervisor 


2.5
In which stage will the purity be checked? 

a.
in crop (field) / during field inspection / each control;
at which growing stage of potato plants

b.
post control
· visual
· laboratory test
c.
during grading


Please explain


2.6 
Methods in place for determining purity during field inspection 
(practical methods)?
a.
counts of off-types and other varieties in defined number of plants 
(Please specify)
b.
count of off-types and other varieties in defined area of crop 

(Please specify)
c.
count of normal plants

d.
other method


2.7
Are visual assessments of off-types or / and other varieties supported by

a.
Laboratory tests

b.
other tests

c.
In which cases? 
(Please specify)
