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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

COMMITTEE ON TRADE

Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards

Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Meeting of the Extended Bureau

Brussels, Luxembourg, 19-21 October 2009
PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE MEETING OF 
THE EXTENDED BUREAU
This agenda draws on the recommendations and decisions taken by the Specialized Section at its 2008 session and by the Extended Bureau meeting held in Cairo, Egypt in March 2009.
1.
List of diseases and pests

Documentation: http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/ListOfDiseasesAndPests.htm
The list of diseases and pests is available on the UNECE website at the above address. At its March meeting in Cairo, the Extended Bureau examined the photographs of soft rot presented by SASA and could not decide what organism caused the disease symptoms that could be seen on the photographs. Soft rot and black leg may have similar symptoms and may be caused by Pectobacterium atrosepticum and by Dickeya. The Extended Bureau asked delegations to send to the secretariat more pictures of the damage caused by Pectobacterium atrosepticum or by Dickeya. The Extended Bureau may wish to decide on the pictures of soft rot and other diseases for inclusion in the list.
2.
Tuber moth

Documentation: Proposals on tuber moth (GE.6/BUR(2)/2009/2)
The Extended Bureau will consider proposals by the delegations of Belgium (rapporteur), Canada, the Netherlands, South Africa, Tunisia and the United States on how to reflect in the Standard internal quality defects, including symptoms of damage caused by tuber moth. At the March meeting in Cairo, the delegations were of the opinion that “proposals should suggest tolerances concentrating on defects that may negatively affect the germination capacity of tubers and that could be detected by inspectors”.
3.
Non-compliance at destination 

Documentation: Draft provisions on non-compliance (GE.6/BUR(2)/2009/3)
The Extended Bureau may wish to recommend the draft provisions on non-compliance, drawn up by the delegation of the United Kingdom and considered at the March meeting of the Extended Bureau in Cairo, for approval by the Specialized Section at its next session as a new annex in the Standard.
4.
Crop inspection practices  
Documentation: Draft provisions on crop inspection (GE.6/BUR(2)/2009/4)
The Extended Bureau will continue its discussion of the draft provisions on crop inspection on the basis of the text that the delegation of the United Kingdom will submit taking into account the suggestions made at the meeting in Cairo.

5.
Post-harvest evaluation 

Documentation: Draft proposals on post-harvest evaluation (GE.6/BUR(2)/2009/5)
The delegation of the United States will present revised provisions on post-harvest evaluation taking into account the comments made at the March meeting in Cairo. It was agreed at that meeting “to complete annex IX of the Standard by explaining several ways of carrying out post-harvest tests [evaluations], for viruses only, without recommending any specific procedure”. It is expected that the Extended Bureau will recommend this text to the Specialized Section for approval as new provisions on post-harvest evaluation in the Standard.
6.
Varietal identity

Documentation: Draft questionnaire (GE.6/BUR(2)/2009/6)
The discussion of this item was postponed at the March meeting in Cairo. The delegations of France, Germany (rapporteur), the Netherlands and the United Kingdom will present a revised questionnaire on varietal identity/purity for consideration by the Extended Bureau.

7.
Electronic certification

The delegation of Canada will report on the outcome of the International Workshop on Electronic Phytosanitary Certification held in Ottawa, Canada, in May 2009. The Extended Bureau will discuss how the Specialized Section could be involved in the activities in this area.
8.
Changes in the EU legislation related to seed potatoes

A representative of the European Union will inform the Extended Bureau on the recent developments in changing the EU legislation on seed potatoes. The delegations will discuss possible consequences of these changes on the work of the Specialized Section.

9.
Comparative trials

The delegation of France (rapporteur), the Netherlands, Tunisia and the United Kingdom will submit a paper on “objectives and approaches to practical implementation of comparative trials”. As it was agreed at the Extended Bureau meeting in Cairo, “the purpose of this new activity would be to compare the performance of seed of the same category and the methods used in different countries. Should the Specialized Section decide to start this new activity, the focus should be on disease identification.”
10.
Promotion of the Standard
The Extended Bureau will exchange views on the future activities to promote the Standard. The secretariat has received proposals for organizing workshops in Uruguay, Indonesia and Central Asia.
11.
Other business
Participants may wish to discuss any other issues of interest for the work of the Specialized Section.

