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Economic Commission for Europe
Committee on Trade
Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards
Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes
Meeting of the Extended Bureau
Oulu, Finland, 8-11 September 2015


Provisional programme
Meeting to be held at the Radisson Blu Hotel Oulu, Finland.
The provisional timetable for the Extended Bureau meeting and the related activities:

Monday, 7 September: Meeting with potato researchers at the University of Helsinki, 10:00 – 13:00. A flight from Helsinki to Oulu at 17:00.
Tuesday, 8 September: Meeting of the Extended Bureau, 10:00 – 18:00.
Wednesday, 9 September: Technical visit to a seed potato production farm, 9:00 – 21:00.
Thursday, 10 September: Meeting of the Extended Bureau, including a presentation by potato researchers from the Natural Resources Institute of Finland, 9:00 – 17:00. Dinner at 19:00.
Friday, 11 September: Meeting of the Extended Bureau, 9:00 – 14:00.

---------------------

1.
Review of the definitions of “field”, “crop”, “lot” and “origin”



The Extended Bureau will review the definitions of terms “field”, “crop”, “lot” and “origin” used in the context of field and lot inspections. The Working Group composed of the delegations of Australia, the Netherlands and the United States will present proposals for discussion.



Documentation: Definitions of terms (GE.6/BUR/2015/2)


2.
UNECE Guide to Seed Potato Tuber Inspection
The delegation of the United States will present a revised draft of the Guide discussed at the October 2014 session of the Specialized Section. The Extended Bureau will decide on whether it will recommend the Guide to the Working Party for adoption.
Documentation: Draft Guide to Tuber Inspection (GE.6/BUR/2015/3)


3.
Review of the definitions of virus diseases

The delegations of Australia and the United States will present proposals on how to revise the definitions of virus diseases in the Standard.

Documentation: Definitions of virus diseases (GE.6/BUR/2015/4)

4.
Risk-based inspections

Following the introduction of this topic by the delegation of the Netherlands at the October 2014 session of the Specialized Section, the Extended Bureau will discuss national practices in taking risk-based inspections and will decide on further work on this subject that could be undertaken by the Specialized Section.

Documentation: Risk-based inspection (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2014/8)


5.
UNECE Guide to Operating a Seed Potato Certification Service


The delegation of New Zealand will present the draft Guide for discussion. The Extended Bureau will take a decision on whether the Guide could be recommended to the Specialized Section for further consideration and approval.
Documentation: Draft Guide to Operating a Certification Service (GE.6/BUR/2015/5)

6.
Specialized Section’s website
The delegations will review the restructured presentation of the List of Diseases, Pests and Defects in view of completing it with new photographs. The Extended Bureau may also wish to make recommendations on other parts of the Specialized Section’s website.
Documentation: The List (www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/pot_e.html)

7.
Sample sizes
The delegations will discuss amendments to the Standard related to the size of samples that need to be taken to achieve given confidence levels for the results of field inspection and post-harvest testing. At its 2014 session, the Specialized Section agreed that it would be very helpful to have an indicative table on the sample size for desired confidence levels, as part of the Standard. The delegation of New Zealand will submit a proposal for discussion.
Documentation: Sample sizes (GE.6/BUR/2015/6)

8.
Requirement on “physiology”
The delegation of the United Kingdom will introduce this topic for discussion by summarizing the related work of the Specialized Section in the past.

Documentation:
Note on “physiology” (GE.6/BUR/2015/7)


9.
PCR techniques for virus testing
The delegations of Switzerland, the Netherlands, France and Denmark will inform the Extended Bureau about the recent developments in the application of PCR techniques for virus testing.
Documentation: 
Power Point Presentations 

10.
Definition of tolerance by weight or by number 

There is a growing desire for seed potatoes being traded to have the tuber counts per bag available to the buyer. This provides for precision planting and spacing decisions to be supported by the information on the bag and allows the suppler and customer to have a clear agreement that what is being traded will precisely meet planting requirement. The section may wish to exchange views on this topic and continue the discussion with a view to how best tuber numbers can be incorporated within the Standard. At its 2014 session, the Specialized Section agreed on the following statement:
“Tolerances of tuber faults are calculated by weight in most national certification schemes. The UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes follows this convention. The Specialized Section has noted that there is limited available data to compare results of inspections conducted by tuber weight to those conducted by tuber number, but where such data exists there is relatively little evidence of a significant difference between the two methods.“

10.
Promotion of the Standard
The secretariat and delegations will discuss ways of promoting the Standard, including related technical assistance and capacity-building activities.

11.
Future work and other business
The Extended Bureau will discuss its work and the programme of meetings for 2016 bearing in mind that the delegation of South Africa has kindly offered to host an Extended Bureau session in their country in January/February 2016.

The Extended Bureau may wish to discuss any other business.
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