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Item 3 of the provisional agenda
Meeting of the Bureau of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes Changins, Switzerland, 11 January 2007

Note by the Chairman


At the invitation of the Swiss Authorities, the Bureau held its meeting on 11 January 2007 at the premises of the Agroscope research station at Changins-Wädenswil (Nyon). The following persons participated: Pier Giacomo Bianchi (Italy), Henri Gilliand (Switzerland), Werner Reust (Switzerland) and Serguei Malanitchev (UNECE).

The Bureau went through the provisional agenda of and the documents for the March 2007 meeting of the Specialized Section and made the following points.

Item 4 (a) (Review of the Standard, Annex VIII: Assessment key):

-
Propose to the Section to complete Annex VIII with photos of common and netted scab, and powdery scab discussed at Arras (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2007/2, Annex II).

-
Find and present at the Section meeting pictures of rhizoctonia, of shrivelled tubers and of tubers with external defects.

-
Try to find pictures of potatoes the surface areas of which attained by diseases would correspond to the tolerances in the Standard.

Item 4 (b) (Review of the Standard, Annex VI: Discussion on the aim of comparative trials):

-
Present to the Section the proposal by the Bureau meeting in Arras (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2007/2, para. 7).

Item 4 (c) (Review of the Standard, Sampling and homogeneity of the lot):

-
Two different proposals exist, one in the Arras report (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2007/2, para. 9) and the other in the paper by the UK on the homogeneity of lot (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2007/3). Ask Stuart Carnegie to present both proposals in a consolidated way, if possible, to facilitate discussion at the meeting.

Item 5 (Arbitration rules/dispute settlements)

-
Traders use the RUCIP rules (Rules and Usages in the Intra-European wholesale Potato Trade) to solve disputes on contracts. The latest version, RUCIP 2006, is effective as from 1 March 2006.

-
Article 8 of RUCIP 2006 is on seed potatoes. Tolerances listed under this article should be harmonized with the UNECE standard. Suggest to Europatat to do so.

-
Discussion at the March meeting of the Section should focus on the procedural questions of dispute resolution, rather than on rules.

Item 6 (Exchange of practices for taking samples for tuber inspection)

-
About 15 countries replied to the questionnaire. The Bureau asked the secretariat to invite again major seed potatoes trading countries that have not yet replied to the questionnaire, to do so as quickly as possible.

-
The summary paper could be a useful input for a Working Group to work on recommendations on sampling for the annex of the Standard.

Item 7 (Superficial necrosis caused by virus)

-
Submit the revised paper on PVYntn by the Netherlands and United Kingdom, amended by France, to the March meeting of the Section for discussion.

Item 8 (Images to complement the List of Diseases and Pests)

-
The List of Diseases and Pests is not part of the Standard. The list should be updated every year and issued as an annex to the report of the annual meeting of the Section.

-
The Section will discuss how to illustrate the list with images using the photos provided by countries and the photo gallery prepared by Agroscope Changins-Wädenswil and the secretariat (http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/defects.htm).

Item 9 (Information on national catalogues and Designated Authorities)

-
The Bureau asked the secretariat to contact countries for links to national lists of potato varieties

Item 10 (Preparation of 2007 session of the Working Party)

-
At its November 2006 meeting, “the Working Party asked the secretariat to draw up, in consultation with the participants in WP.7 meetings, a draft list of questions to send out to countries every two years to collect information on the practical use of UNECE standards, no matter if they are mandatory or voluntary. This list of questions should be discussed by every specialized section and then submitted to the Working Party for approval.” The secretariat will draft a list of questions for discussion by the Section.

Item 11 (Promotion of the Standard)

-
On 8 January the secretariat had a meeting in Korenevo (15 km from Moscow) with the Director and Deputy Director of the Lorkh Institute for Potato Cultivation, the co-organizer of the Potato Russia 2007 congress (21-23 August). It was agreed that the UNECE would present its standards on seed potatoes and on early and ware potatoes at the congress. The secretariat has asked Europoint (Holland), the main organizer of the congress, to include into the programme of the congress the UNECE presentation: "UNECE standards for certification, marketing and commercial quality control of seed potatoes and early and ware potatoes".

-
The first two days of the congress will be held at the exhibition centre in Moscow. The third day will be in the demonstration fields at Korenevo.

-
The management of the Lorkh Institute offered the Specialized Section to hold its Extended Bureau meeting in the building of the Institute at Korenevo.

-
The Lorkh Institute has planned to hold a seminar in July 2007 in Tyumen’ (Western Siberia) together with one of the biggest Russian agro-industrial companies. This event was mentioned to the UNECE as another possibility to promote the Standard.
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