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Item 4(b) of the provisional agenda

UK proposed amendments to the UNECE Recommendation for Peaches and Nectarines 

Following the UN/ECE Specialised section on Standardisation of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables in May 2006, a working group was set up and delegates were asked to present their views on amendments to the Peach and Nectarine Standard.

The United Kingdom has the following proposals to put to the working group.

Section II. B. Minimum maturity requirements

Replace the last word (intact) of the second paragraph with the word “removed”. This brings the testing of peaches and nectarines into line with the OECD text “Guidance on objective tests to determine quality of fruits and vegetables and dry and dried produce”. It also brings it into line with the Standard currently in use within the EU.

Section II. Classification

Class I

Delete the line “slight burning due to sun or spraying”, although we are not clear what is meant here. We would like to see photographs to help our understanding of this defect. We believe the defects being referred to should be covered by “a slight defect in colouring”.

Amend the line on slight skin defects to read “1.5cm in length for defects of elongated shape” and “1cm2 in total surface area for other defects”.

Class II

Delete the line “burning due to sun or spraying” as this is, we believe, is covered by the line “defects in colouring”.

Amend the line reading “bruising” to read “slight bruising with slight discolouration of the flesh”.

Amend the line on slight skin defects to read “2.5cm in length for defects of elongated shape” and “2cm2 in total surface area for other defects”.

These larger areas in both Classes are more realistic and following the Guildford Harmonisation Meeting held in June 2004 it was clear that delegates felt the current values too restrictive. Additionally they are more realistic for fruit grown organically.

Section III. Provisions concerning sizing

Delete reference to sizing being by circumference.

We agree to the deletion of the sizing scale.

Suggest on uniformity of size, that for fruit below 70mm uniformity is limited to 5mm in diameter in the same package, but over 70mm this be limited to 10mm in diameter in the same package. 

This will allow traditional size codes to better fit into the new sizing arrangements, although they still do not fit completely.

