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Note by the secretariat:  The secretariat reproduces in this document the report of a meeting 
on produce coding organized by EAN International/South Africa, which the secretariat 
attended. The secretariat will inform the Specialized Section at the session about a meeting 
with the International Federation for Produce Coding, which will be held in May.  
 

 



TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/2003/24 
Page 2 
 

 
Report of the Global Fresh Produce Standards forum held 

on 19th March in Cape Town/ South Africa 
 
1. With the aim to address global fresh produce business requirements, on-going 
standardization initiatives, and evaluate their impact on international produce trade, EAN 
International convened a meeting of the Global Fresh Produce Standards Forum. A similar 
meeting was held last year in Paris.  
 
2. The following experts contributed to the Forum's deliberations: Kristian Moller 
(EUREPGAP), Doug Grant (CPMA/PMA), Jeanine Sabino (IFPC EMEA Region), Tom 
Heilandt (UNECE) and Gwynne Foster (FPTP South Africa). The forum was chaired by 
Miodrag Mitic (EAN International) and co-hosted by EAN South Africa (Lynne Stewart & 
Glenda Connol). 
 
3. Produce coding, classification schemes, e-catalogues, interoperability of data pools, 
data synchronization and traceability were discussed. The difference between trade in 
consumer packaged goods and fresh fruits and vegetables was highlighted. While there are 
relatively few suppliers, products, new product additions and changes for consumer packaged 
goods, this is not the case for fresh fruits and vegetables.  
 
4. Retailers are not replenished with apples in the same way they are continuously 
replenished with detergents. Apples are often bought at open markets, which results in a large 
number of suppliers and products. There are many product additions and changes. While for 
consumer packaged goods there is a one-on-one relationship between the retail SKU (Stock 
Keeping Unit) and the supplier's GTIN  (Global Trade Item Number), this is not the case with 
fresh produce. 
 
5. For a given fruit and vegetable retail SKU (e.g. large Fuji apple, 2 kg bag) there can 
be many GTINs (e.g. different origins, sizes, grades and brands). In other words, any given 
fruit and vegetable retail SKU can be sourced from different suppliers, and each supplier may 
have many GTINs.  The lack of a one-to-one relationship between the fruit and vegetable 
SKU and GTIN was a cause of concern with regards to implementing the concept of Global 
Data Synchronization in the fresh produce supply chain. Each time a new GTIN was required, 
the relationship with the SKU would have to be re-mapped and synchronized. This may be 
impractical because of the heavy administration workload required.  
 
6. Replacing SKUs with supplier GTINs may result in a significant increase of GTINs 
in retail databases. The North American produce industry is proposing that each company 
maps their GTIN or SKU to a neutral set of fresh produce attributes during a one-time 
process. With this regard, the PMA has developed an industry product database. EAN 
International noted that it was important to hear global retailers' views on this topic.  
 
7. The Forum took notice of the negotiations underway between the PMA and UCCnet, 
as well as between the CPMA and ECCnet with respect to produce coding, classification, e-
catalogues and interoperability of data pools. News that Freshfel Europe and EAN 
International were in the process of organizing a permanent supply chain & e-business forum 
for Europe, Middle East and Africa was well received.  
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8. The Forum also highlighted the important role that the Southern Hemisphere 
Association of Fresh Fruit Exporters, representing Latin America and Asia/Pacific, may play 
in linking with North American and European initiatives. It also took notice of further 
developments of the EUREPGAP standard towards implementing traceability. The idea for a 
Global Produce Traceability Forum to be convened was discussed and supported. 
 
9. Further cooperation between intergovernmental organizations, such as the UNECE, 
OECD and CODEX, private sector standardization bodies and fresh produce industry was 
strongly supported. The news that EAN International will take active part in relevant UNECE 
and CODEX committees was welcomed.  
 
10. Further meetings of the Forum will be held on an ad-hoc basis. 


