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SPECA WORKPLAN TRADE DEVELOPMENT


The fifth session of the SPECA Project Working Group (PWG) on Trade, which took place on 2 December 2010 in Baku, Azerbaijan, immediately following the Aid-for-Trade Roadmap for SPECA Ministerial Meeting on 1-2 December 2010, reviewed and amended its Work Plan. All countries (some at ministerial level) and several development partners (e.g. ESCAP, ITC, IDB and ITFC, UNDP, UNECE, UNIDO, etc.) participated in the meeting. The participants confirmed that, in the future, the SPECA PWG on Trade is expected to become the institutional backbone for the SPECA Aid-for-Trade Initiative. New projects were identified: in support of regional cooperation for trade policy formulation and WTO accession (ESCAP); follow-up to previous projects on trade facilitation and the Single Window (UNECE); accession to the UNCITRAL instruments on e-commerce (UNCITRAL); and others. 

The Work Plan reflects the findings of the needs assessments carried out by UNDP and the resulting matrices of national and regional trade development priorities. Emphasis has been placed on the creation of synergies with other projects and agencies working in trade such as UNDP, ITC, IDB and ITFC, UNIDO, UNCTAD, GIZ, USAID, ADB and others as well as on the strengthening of work on standardization and on capacity building to support export diversification. The recommendations of the Baku Ministerial Declaration are fundamental for the future work plans of the PWG on Trade, notably the regional priority given to work in the areas of: (1) supply-side measures (such as productive capacity and market development, reinforcement of trade-support institutions, and regulatory reforms); (2) cross-border cooperation to improve the physical and institutional infrastructure and market access; and (3) facilitating the integration of the SPECA countries in the multilateral trading system. The Ministerial Declaration also called for the establishment of a SPECA AfT Implementation and Monitoring Council, which would work in close cooperation with the SPECA PWG on Trade. 

Activities in the Work Programme of the PWG on Trade for 2012-2013 are focused on projects for which funding is either already available or is expected: (1) trade facilitation and trade policy development (7th  and 8th tranches of the UNDA and extrabudgetary projects, notably the Russian voluntary contribution projects for trade facilitation and the Single Window in the Customs Union of EurAsEC and trade development needs assessment for Kazakhstan and Tajikistan); (2) capacity building for agricultural product standards (Russian voluntary contribution); (3) support for the development of an enabling environment for trade facilitation measures and Single Window mechanisms (Russian voluntary contribution); (4) regional cooperation on trade policy (including WTO accession and concluding RTAs) and development through the SPECA Network on Trade Cooperation; (5) private sector development with focus on SMEs development and investment promotion and facilitation (currently under development; and other activities. 
The Seventh session will review and adopt a Work Plan which includes the following:
	TRADE DEVELOPMENT*

	Name of Project/Activity
	Timeframe
	Budget

	Ongoing and planned projects/activities with funding secured or expected. These activities will be implemented in mutually reinforcing way. Additional support from interested partners could expand the scope and the number of beneficiaries of these projects/activities

	Strengthening the capacity of developing and transition economies to link to the global supply chains (UNDA 7th Tranche Project) (ECE lead agency)
	2011-2013
	US$55,000

	SPECA Network on Trade Cooperation (ESCAP lead agency) (part of UNDA 8th Tranche Project on MDGs)
	2012-2013
	US$48,000

	Support for Trade Facilitation and Single Window projects in the Member States of the Eurasian Economic Commission and the Single Economic Space 
	2013-2014
	US$120,000 (t.b.c.)


	Capacity-building for the implementation of international agricultural quality standards in the Central Asian countries 
	2012-2013
	appr. US$20,000



	Trade Needs Assessment Study on Regulatory and Procedural Barriers to Trade in Kazakhstan (addressing trade facilitation, standardization and regulatory environment) (until mid 2013) (ECE project, Russian Voluntary Fund)
	2012-2013
	US$60,000

(partly for SPECA)

	Trade Needs Assessment Study on Regulatory and Procedural Barriers to Trade in Tajikistan (addressing trade facilitation, standardization and regulatory environment) (2013) (ECE project, Russian Voluntary Fund)
	2012-2013
	US$60,000

(partly for SPECA)

	Capacity development of the private sector: SME development and promotion/facilitation of FDI (ESCAP lead agency; donors to be approached)
	2012-2014
	Proposed $1,000,000 

	Support the establishment of bilateral agreements on simplified advance information exchange on Customs transit (UNCTAD and UNECE, UNCTAD lead agency)
	2013
	$757,030

(funding not yet available)

	Sustainable forest management for greener economies in the Caucasus and Central Asia (UNECE)
	2013-2014
	$500,000

(UNDA 8th tranche)

	Facilitating the Effective Integration of Developing Countries in the Global Economy through Aid for Trade Schemes (to strengthen the capacity of selected countries with economies in transition to formulate and attract bankable projects to benefit from Aid for Trade (AfT) interventions at the national and regional level)
	2012-2013
	$975,300
(UNDA 7th tranche)

	Capacity-building seminar on the Trade Facilitation Implementation Guide
	2013
	$50,000

(Sweden for all UNECE countries)


