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DISCLAIMERDISCLAIMER

Please note that all views Please note that all views 
presented or discussed are presented or discussed are 

personal and do not personal and do not 
necessarily reflect the views or necessarily reflect the views or 
positions of any organization.  positions of any organization.  



GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINGLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN

•The Cost of “Paper” in international trade 
transactions

– Regulatory Components
– Business Components

•Trade Facilitation/Business Facilitation
•INTERSECTION OF LAW & 
TECHNOLOGY



Contexts for SW Legal FrameworksContexts for SW Legal Frameworks

•• National Single WindowNational Single Window
–– Enabling LawEnabling Law

•• For the Single Window ItselfFor the Single Window Itself
–– Underlying ICT Law Underlying ICT Law 

InfrastructureInfrastructure
•• Electronic Transactions Electronic Transactions 
•• Electronic SignaturesElectronic Signatures
•• Electronic EvidenceElectronic Evidence



Contexts for SW Legal FrameworksContexts for SW Legal Frameworks

•• International Single WindowInternational Single Window –– 
CrossCross--Border Data Exchanges Border Data Exchanges 

•• Single Window Single Window –– G2GG2G
•• Private International Law Private International Law –– B2BB2B
•• Bilateral/Multilateral Bilateral/Multilateral 

ArrangementsArrangements
•• So, Whither So, Whither Paperless TradePaperless Trade



Emerging Legal DevelopmentsEmerging Legal Developments
•• UNCITRALUNCITRAL

–– Electronic Transferability of Rights in GoodsElectronic Transferability of Rights in Goods

•• World Customs OrganizationWorld Customs Organization

–– Globally Networked Customs (GNC)Globally Networked Customs (GNC)

•• UN/CEFACTUN/CEFACT

–– Revised Recommendation 18Revised Recommendation 18

–– Recommendation 35Recommendation 35

–– Recommendation 36 (TBD)Recommendation 36 (TBD)

•• UNESCAPUNESCAP
– Guide: Addressing Legal Issues for SW Implementation and Interoperability 

• ASEAN Single Window Legal Framework

• Many Others….



Legal Mosaic of Paperless TradeLegal Mosaic of Paperless Trade

• UNCITRAL – Electronic Commerce
– UN Electronic Communications Convention
– Model Laws on Electronic Commerce
– Guidance Text: International Use of Authentication 

& Signature Methods
– UN Convention on International Contracts for the 

Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea (The 
Rotterdam Rules)

– New Work on Electronic Transferability of Rights in 
Goods - (needed for ‘Paperless Trade’)



Legal Mosaic of Paperless TradeLegal Mosaic of Paperless Trade

• World Customs Organization
– Convention Establishing a Customs Co- 

operation Council (1952)
– Revised Kyoto Convention
– Nairobi Convention
– Customs in the 21st Century (C-21)
– SAFE Framework
– SW in Coordinated Border Management
– Collaboration with UNCITRAL
– Globally Networked Customs (GNC)



Legal Mosaic of Paperless TradeLegal Mosaic of Paperless Trade

• International Collaboration and 
Coordination

• Establishing International Legal 
Standards for Paperless Trade  
– International Instruments (?)

• National Law Policy and Development
– E.g., Electronic Negotiable Transport 

Documents
• Convergence versus Divergence



•• Whither Whither ““Paperless TradePaperless Trade””
•• International Legal StandardsInternational Legal Standards
•• Legal Gap Analysis & UN Legal Gap Analysis & UN 

Rec. 35Rec. 35
•• Key Questions for AnalysisKey Questions for Analysis



Single Window and Paperless Trade:Single Window and Paperless Trade:

The Adventure Continues!The Adventure Continues!



Thank you!Thank you!
Professor William J. Luddy, Jr.

Bill.Luddy@mac.com
William.Luddy@wcoomd.org
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