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1. The Latin American and Caribbean Economic System

» Regional intergovernmental organization that groups 28 Latin
American and Caribbean countries. -
» Forum for consultation, coordination and convergence.\ :
= Supports regional integration and cooperation.

SELA was established on 17 October 1975 by the Panama
Convention

Objectives:
« . . .

To promote intra-regional cooperation to accelerate
economic and social development of its members”.

“T'o provide the Latin American and Caribbean region with a
consultation and coordination system to adopt common
positions and strategies on economic issues in international
bodies and forums and before third countries and groups of
countries.”
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2. SELA s Activities (2008-2011) on International Trade Single Windows in

LAC

{ = Background: 1st. Regional Seminar on Networks and Digital Integration in Latin |
i America and the Caribbean, Caracas, October, 27y 28. :

t m1st. Latin American and Caribbean Regional Meeting on International Trade i
i Single Windows, Bogota, Colombia, March 25-26.
i »2nd. Latin American and Caribbean Regional Meeting on International Trade i
: Single Windows: advances and pending challenges, Valparaiso, Chile. December 1 i
i and 2. :
i = 1s1. Workshop on FTSW: considerations and proposals for regional action under i
{ the Pacific-Latin American Arch Forum. Valparaiso, Chile, November 30 & i
: December 1. In cooperation with the IADB, CAF, the Ministry of Foreign Relations i
i of Panama and The National Custom Services of Chile. :
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2. SELA s Activities (2008-2011) on International Trade Single Windows in
LAC (Continuation)

i = “3rd. Latin American and Caribbean Regional Meeting on International Trade |
: Single Windows: Paperless trading and risk management in trading operations”
i with Ministry of Foreign Trade and Tourism, and the auspices of CAF Latin i
i American Development Bank and USAID Facilitating Trade Project”. Lima, |

. Peru. November 28 & 29.

In addition, two research projects:

» “Digital Review of Foreign Trade Procedures in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Proposed Actions at the regional level”. SELA, October 2009.

SP/CL/XXXV.O/Di No. 25- 09.
» “Trade Single Windows in Latin America and the Caribbean. Advances and

challenges”. February, 2011. SP/Di No. 4-11.
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3. Contex of Trade Facilitation and FTSW in Latin American and the

Caribbean:

The Pacific-Latin American
Arch Forum
State Members: Colombia,
Costa Rica, Chile, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua,
Panama, Peru.

The Pacific Alliance
Declaration of Merida,
December 4, 2011
Sate Members:

Colombia, Chile, Mexico, Peru,

and Panama as Observer.

The Latin American
and Caribbean States
Community (CIALC)
Declaration of Caracas,
December 3, 2011

APEC
LA States Members:
Chile, Mexico,
Peru

Regional Integration
Organizations: CAN,
CARICOM, SICA,

MERCOSUR - ALADI

Horizontal Cooperation:
Colombia-Panama-Pera-

===y  Ecuador-Costa Rica-

Uruguay - Central
American Countries

Vertical Technical and
Economic Cooperation:
IADB; World Bank; USAID
Facilitating Trade; SELA-
CAF; UN/ECLAC...
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4. Main Regional Sub-Regional iniciatives related to the development
FTSW in the context of Trade Facilitation

» The Pacific-Latin American Arch
Forum. Declaration of Puerto
Vallarta, November 22-23, 2009

* “a) Promote Technical Cooperation Plan,
with the IADB support, that includes:
analysis and risk management, border
management, customs evaluation, tariff
classification, electronic certificate of origin
and digital signature, implementation of the
electronic certificate of origin and digital
signature origin in trade agreements
between countries of the Arch

» Promote a single window mechanism in
each country to facilitate and expedite trade
in the region and discuss the possibility of
harmonizing customs documentation.

» Promote information exchange and
publication of regulations, the criteria and
procedures classification.”

»Pacific Alliance- Declaration of
Merida, December 4, 2011. P. 4:

= Local implementation of Single Windows
and the definition of further interoperability
=Establishment of a digital certificate of
origin

*Implementation of AEO and mutual
recognition

» Vertical Cooperation:

= SELA-CAF - “Pilot Project on
Interoperability and Harmonization of
FTSW in the context of the Pacific LA
Arch Forum”: Empathises
methodological aspects.

» Horizontal Cooperation:

= Informal agreements: Colombia with
Uruguay, Chile, Peru, and Ecuador on
capacity building & best practices
transference.

= Costa Rica with Peru, Uruguay;
Panama and all Central American
countries on good practices
transference

= Other relevant agreements: Digital
Certificates of Origin between
Colombia, México & Chile

= Between Central American Countries +
Dominican Republic as part of the
CAFTA/DR agreement (non digital)

» Shared Single Custom Form (FAUCA-
SIECA): Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Honduras, Guatemala & Nicaragua.

= Shared Digital Phytosanitary
Certificates between Guatemala, El
Salvador and Honduras.
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4. Main Sub-Regional iniciatives relevant to the development of
FTSWs in the context of Trade Facilitation
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5 CAN - Andean Community of Nations
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» Decision Proposal No. 279, dated November 23, 2011, on Conditions
for the issue and recognition of Digital Certificates of Origin, presente
by the General Secretariat of the Andean Community of Nations (CAN)?
to the CAN Commission. 3
= The proposal is awaiting internal consultation, it is expected a prompj

approval of the Decision for the benefit of CAN’s State Members:
Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru.

» ALADI - Latin American Integration Association

= Resolution No. 386 dated November 4, 2011, on Digital Certification o
Origin by the Latin American Integration Association (ALADI) issued
by the Committee of Representatives. 11 LA countries part of ALADI
should benefit form it.

» SICA - Central America Integration System
» Customs Modernization Project - Central American Customs
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5. FTSWs in Latin America and the Caribbean: General Situation in
2011

= 13 out of 33 LAC countries, report different levels of implementation: Brazil, Dominican
Republic, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and Trinidad & Tobago.

» 5 countries report projects in different stages of development: Argentina, Bolivia,
Ecuador, Mexico and Uruguay.

* [n 15 countries, no relevant information was found.

» Colombia has the most complete experience with an Integral FTSW: Imports and
Exports, a legislative framework, digital certification of origin and digital signature.

» Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador and Peru reported in 2011 significant levels of
implementation, including e-documents and the ability to interoperate with other
FTSWs. Interconnection is still pending.

» Guatemala and Panama, have a single physical window, and maintain physical points in
different places to carry out the necessary paperwork. Foreign trade documents are not
totally digitized, but particularly Guatemala is making important efforts in this regard, a
good example are the digital phytosanitary certificates.
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6. Some Advances and Challenges in the region

» Most Latin American countries are trying to create or improve their legislation with the
purpose of promoting a "zero paper" environment in relation to foreign trade procedures.
However, this is an ongoing challenge in which there is still a long way to go.

»[n LAC, there are significant efforts to identify and integrate into a single body the
procedures that belong to different public and private agencies involved in foreign trade
processes.

Colombia, Costa Rica and Chile, to mention a few, have succeded in this process. Mexico
and Peru are working on it. This effort requires a stronger political will and requires to
reform the State institutions.

» There is an effort to implement the UN/CEFACT Recommendations 33, 34 and 35 and
to update their customs management systems subject to international standards,
nevertheless more efforts have to be made to integrate international standards in the
development process of Single Windows.

» Advances have been made regarding interoperability — the IADB is making important

contributions in this respect - nevertheless, this is an important challenge that has to be
faced.
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6. Some Advances and Challenges in the region

» To develop regional harmonization and standardization processes of terminology,
data and procedures among FTSW to ensure their operation in an integrated and
interrelated manner.

» To establish procedures in order to generate continuous improvements in the
processes of foreign trade within and between LAC countries through information
exchange.

= The FTSW by itself is not enough to promote trade facilitation in the countries of the
region. It is necessary that all institutions and physical structures that make up the
foreign trade system, also do their part in meeting the objective of facilitating trade,
including ports and airports, road networks and transportation fleets.

» Building Intra-regional capacity based upon ICTs, MUST be attended.
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7. Regional Challenges - Some proposals in the context of regional
iIntegration

» [t would be important to include in the action plans of the newly founded CELAC
(Declaration of Caracas, December 3 2011) the development of trade facilitation instruments
such as local Single Windows in each State Member based upon interoperable architectures
supported by a regional vision.

= [t is necessary to progress in the conformation of a regional institutional framework, such as
the Inter-American Network based on the initiative promoted by the Inter-American
Development Bank (IADB), and supported by SELA and the World Bank, to work on critical
issues related to the the development of FTSW and on related matters: legislative framework,
digital certificates of origin and digital signature, interoperability, Harmonization and
capacity-building, among other issues.

» [t is also necessary to designate a Latin American and Caribbean Regional Rapporteur
according with the established criteria.

= [t is desirable to discuss the construction of a Single Regional Foreign Trade Single Window
as an achievable long-term goal through sub-regional and regional coordination in a global
environment of horizontal cooperation among countries of the region and with the assistance
of international technical cooperation, in the context of the needed regional integration.
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