Session III AfT Needs Assessment in SPECA countries

Comments on AfT Regional Review:

Ms. Raushan Sembayeva,
Lead Author of  National  AfT Needs  Assessment in Kazakhstan

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen!
First of all I would like to express gratitude to the Government of Finland and UNDP for providing of initiative for SPECA countries, connected with the contributions in the context of the Wider Europe: Aid for Trade for Central Asia, South Caucasus and Western CIS initiative made this publication possible.

Also I would like to express gratitude to the Government of Azerbaijan for hospitality and conduction of this Ministerial Meeting.

Aid for Trade project in Kazakhstan created the opportunities for identification of Kazakhstan’s national and regional priorities in the trade facilitation system with a special focus on challenges arising during the crisis period and prospects following the end of the global economic crisis.

For the current time we have collected 8 AfT priorities at a national level: 5 in the sphere of the industrial diversification and promotion of the Kazakhstani export; 2 in the agriculture sector and one project for the SMEs support which is based on proposals from Parliament of Kazakhstan, Corporation for Export Development and Promotion “KAZNEX”, JCK National Managing Holding “KazAgro” and SMEs.

We would like to ask the potential donors to take its attention on proposal from Corporation for Export Development and Promotion “KAZNEX” on adding Kazakhstani goods to humanitarian supplies system.
KAZNEX prepared an overview of the relief aid market containing the following actions required for Kazakhstani manufacturers to enter the humanitarian supplies market: 

organization of a series of consultations between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and United Nations agencies at the employee and top management (Minister) level. The purpose of consultations is to: (1) get United Nations agencies’ endorsement of Kazakhstan’s programme to support expansion of supplies to humanitarian organisations; (2) agree on high-level representatives’ participation in an event in Kazakhstan;

organisation and conduct of a regular Humanitarian Aid and Trade exhibition/forum in Kazakhstan, probably, a regional one (Asia, Central Asia and  CIS).

With regard the Regional Review, which was prepared by the Mr. Daniel Ivarsson, UNDP consultant, author of AfT Regional Review I would like to say some comments. 
In section 1.2 “Aid for Trade and Human Development” I think make sense to reflect the necessary of elaboration of a well-founded investment policy with the determination of the effective system of regulation of branch and regional orientation with a view of elimination of the branch imbalance in an economy and the achievement of positive social and economic benefit from attraction of investments, and also solving connected with it problems. 

In section 2.2 “The Economic Crisis and its Effects”, I would like to recommend to put  the note, that essentially in all of the region’s countries, the world financial crisis only worsening the economic problems already existing there, sometimes transforming them into a systemic economic crisis.

Deep integration within the SPECA countries demands of the considerable financial resources, performance of a great volume of work, and mainly needs the support of Heads of the Governments. 
In the context of the ongoing global financial crisis, cooperation within the EurAsEC and establishment of the Customs Union by Belarus, Republic of Kazakhstan and Russian Federation can be considered as an effort to jointly overcome the negative consequences of the crisis. The Customs Union, an advanced regional union, is open for other CIS countries to join. Integration of Kazakhstan with SPECA countries is also seen as a promising option. 
Thank you very much for your attention.
1

