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Distinguished Minister Mustafayev, distinguished Ministers, Excellencies, distinguished participants of the Conference, Ladies and Gentlemen!
In our globalizing world, trade is the engine for development and growth. Trade is a powerful tool to fight poverty. Poverty can best be alleviated by stimulating viable and sustainable economic growth. With the risk of a simplification, nevertheless, it can be said that this has been achieved most successfully by countries, which have embraced a free and transparent market economy based on equality in front of law and growth sought outside the national borders, i.e. external trade. Countries relying on a more narrow set of lower-value-added products have to a lesser degree managed to integrate into the global economy, in many cases despite of preferential market access.

Addressing this very challenge is the core issue of the Aid for Trade Programme of the UN Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia.
Addressing this challenge is a priority also in Finland´s development programme, notably in the so-called Wider Europe Initiative, a framework programme for our eastern neighbourhood within our overall development programme. By financing this UN programme through the WEI we want to strengthen the trade capacity of countries in transition through Aid for Trade. Aid for Trade is essentially about supporting entrepreneurship and productive capacities in the participating countries in tandem with ecologically sustainable development ,not forgetting the proper and decent working conditions enhancing productivity and in perspective even innovation, that we aim to support with ILO through a Decent Work Project with more or less the same partner countries. The Decent Work Project can be seen linked to the AfT as it is aiming at enhancing employment, vocational health, safety and education. I apologize for using the opportunity of promoting yet another project financed through the WEI with linkage to AfT and Work, i.e. the InfoDev Project run by the WB aiming at enhancing the usage of especially modern communications technologies and solutions in promoting production and trade. Baku is the host not only of this Ministerial but also of an International conference on Fostering investment readiness and business incubation infrastructure for youth entrepreneurship and start ups this very week. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Aid for trade must, and does, build on the recognized needs and real ownership of the participating countries, and especially of the small and medium sized entrepreneurs we hope to assist to create and flourish with the project.
Finland’s development policy aims overall at poverty eradication and advancing sustainable development. Poverty reduction has been most substantial in countries which have been able to create sustainable economic development.
The region of Central Asia possesses great potential regionally, in the wider regional and indeed wider global framework. However, there are many issues that need to be addressed in order to facilitate the region’s trade integration. The national Aid for Trade Needs Assessments have highlighted issues to be addressed like infrastructure, cross-border cooperation, transit procedures and access to the multilateral trading system. All of these matters are of vital importance to enhance trade within both the region and internationally. They are issues of development that should be perceived with a (sustainable) human development as the ultimate goal. 

Finland gives great importance to Aid for Trade (at the moment in financial terms 22 % of the overall ODA financing). Hence Finland is participating in core funding and specific Aid for Trade related projects and programs with various UN agencies, funds and other international programs including with the WTO. One of the major projects is this Aid for Trade programme implemented in  co-operation with UNDP.
Distinguished Minister Mustafayev, Ladies and Gentlemen,

thanking the Azerbaijani government for hosting this event, I take the opportunity to commend Azerbaijan for her progress in the UNDP Human Development Index. I would also like to thank all the participants, and other donors, notably the International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation and encourage new donors to join this very important and worthy project and process.

Thank you for your attention. 
