Annex II: Parallel Session Vb  Standards and Conformity Assessment Challenges and Related Capacity Building (UNIDO & STDF)
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Main Conference Hall, Baku Business Center, 2 December 2010 

Chair: Mr. Michael Roberts, Aid for Trade Coordinator, WTO
	TIME
	TOPIC
	SPEAKER

	9:00
	Opening remarks and introduction  

The Chair will welcome the participants and briefly update the audience about the purpose of the meeting.
	Chair

	9:05
	Presentation of  film on SPS 
Trade in food products helps raise incomes. But to enjoy the full benefit, countries have to meet food safety and health standards. Stories from Benin, Belize, Thailand and Viet Nam, show how some are rising to the challenge. A film produced by the STDF.
	Mrs. Kenza Le Mentec, Economic Affairs Officer, STDF

	9:15
	Emerging Standards Issues for Trade Capacity Building: UNIDO Actions in Management Systems and Private Standards 

The presentation provides an overview of standards related  trade issues and UNIDO’s trade capacity building technical assistance approach
	Mr. Lalith Goonatilake, Director , Trade Capacity Building Branch, UNIDO

	9:25
	Managing Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures in SPECA:  Countries: Completing the Transition

The presentation will provide main issues related to transition from GOST to WTO-based SPS systems. A brief overview is given about SPS activities in the region and recommendations are made about next steps. 
	Mr. Kees van der Meer, UNIDO SPS Consultant

	10:10
	           Comments and recommendations from SPECA countries and development partners: developing the agenda for SPS capacity building in SPECA  
Country delegates will respond with short statements. Delegates are recommended to focus their statements on (i) perceived challenges in SPS management;  (ii) need for international support; (iii) options for regional cooperation.  Partner agencies may provide short statements about priorities as they see them. The discussion aims at formulating realistic recommendations for follow-up
	Moderator: 

Mr. Kees van der Meer

	10:35
	Summary and closing remarks  
Summary of main issues raised and recommendations made in the session. Next steps for follow-up.
	Chair
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