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[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr Chairman!
Ladies and gentlemen!
Dear participants of the working group!

First of all, let me thank the Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) for organizing this event.
SPECA Working Group, in particular on trade, is an important tool for the development of approaches and further implementation of strategically important spheres of social and economic cooperation between the countries of Central Asia.
The world economic crisis clearly showed the need for effective mechanisms to ensure the balance between the three pillars of sustainable development: economic, environmental and social sphere.

In order to implement these tasks at the national level, Kazakhstan is embarking on Nurlyzhol programme.
On May 20 President Nazarbayev has announced in his inaugural speech the “Plan of the Nation” that was created to radically change the country, The approaches, outlined in the “100 Concrete Steps to Implement Five Institutional Reforms” document, have been published not only to give the country a clear sense of the direction in which the newly reelected leader wants to take it, but also to be used as a checklist by the international community.
“One hundred concrete steps reform is a plan to join the top 30 most-developed countries in the new historical conditions. Government is eager to attract strategic investors, stipulate the taxation and customs systems in order to open doors to transport commodities of Kazakhstan.
The plan talks about strengthening the institution of a “business ombudsperson”. Implementation of those tasks will boost economic growth and diversify industry.
Two more steps will establish the Astana International Financial Centre (AIFC) with a status significantly different enough that it may require introducing amendments into our Constitution. Those maybe justified by a need to introduce a separate judicial system in the AIFC based largely on the English law and the use of English as “an official language” of the center, along with Kazakh and Russian. The design of the center, similar to one used in Dubai, would turn Astana into a major “financial hub for the CIS countries and West Asia.” The center would focus particularly on “servicing capital markets and Islamic finances” with a goal to becoming one of the 20 leading financial centers of the world.
AIFC will use the facilities constructed for EXPO 2017 following the exhibition.


Respectful delegates!
Regional trade and integration into world markets always taken crucial role in Kazakhstan’s foreign policy. June 22 this year negotiations on Kazakhstan's accession to the WTO were completed. We appreciate the support of international community on this matter. 

It is important to mention, that foreign trade turnover of Kazakhstan Central Asian countries in 2014 amounted about 5 billion. US dollars, including Uzbekistan - 2.1011 trillion. Dollars, Kyrgyzstan - 1.0563 billion. US dollars, Tajikistan - 700.5 mln. US dollars, Turkmenistan - 475 mln. USD, Azerbaijan - 222.9 million. US dollars and Afghanistan - 336.7 million. US dollars.
Nevertheless, the abovementioned indicators of trade turnover leave a huge potential of our countries unveiled. In this regard, it is necessary to deepen cooperation.
For the further development of trade on the territory of Central Asia as well as Afghanistan and Azerbaijan, we need to emphasis more on the issues trade barriers, both physical and administrative, including quotas, long customs and transit procedures, complex regulation in the area of sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical regulations.
Of course, the lower positions of our countries in such ratings as a "doing bussiness", are mainly due to landlockedness, but we have to realize that negative influence of difficult customs and other administrative procedures is huge. Given the potential of our countries, we believe that every effort to improve performance must be taken, regardless of geography, making our region land linked. 
It should be noted that a significant factor for the elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers is the creation of the Eurasian Economic Union.
At the national level, Kazakhstan attaches great importance to the simplification of customs and transit procedures. Since January 1st  2015, the number of documents presented for customs cleaning on imports has been reduced from 12 to 4, and the export from 10 to 3, We are rapidly implementing electronic declaration, shifting  to the post-customs control.
We are closely working with UNCTAD to implement the ASIKUDA project on paperless trade. All these is just a short cut of what we do in order to create a more friendly environment for trade and transit, reduce the time of customs clearance and cargo pass.

Respectful delegates!
Another important area of our trade cooperation is the development of transport corridors that will eventually speed up and reduce the cost of logistics and transit of goods. In this matter, we have some recogniyable achievements.
As the largest landlocked country, we are interested in improving the infrastructure and empowering the transit of goods to international markets by all the "geographically vulnerable countries."
In 2016 we will finish our part of corridor Western Europe – Western China, we are strongly committed to increase Public private partnership. The Almaty Ring Road Concession project, also known as BAKAD, is the first public-private partnership (PPP) structured under the new regulatory framework for such ventures. The Almaty Ring Road PPP will serve as a blueprint for new public-private partnerships in Kazakhstan in the transport infrastructure sector and possibly in other sectors that need to attract private funding.
This will be the first PPP structure of its type not only in Kazakhstan but in whole of Central Asia.
In 2013, a joint Kazakh-Chinese terminal in the port city of Lianyungang and running rail route in the direction of "Lianyungang-Almaty" has been launched. After the transit flow Kazakhstan unites countries in the Asia-Pacific region with Central Asia, the Persian Gulf states, Russia and Europe.
The above mentioned links are just a tiny part of the new infrastructure that we are building in the framework of the Nurly Zhol programme.

Mr Chairman!

As a responsible UN member state, and the only net contributor country in Central Asia, we share the aspirations of the region, and making a permanent contribution to the issues of poverty illumination, reduction of economic inequality. Which is why we created the National Agency for the provision of official development assistance and technical assistance (KAZAID) and currently working on launching the operational body. 
We believe that International organizations should pay more attention on increasing capacity in terms of attracting investments.  
Over the past decade, Kazakhstan has invested in Kyrgyz economy - 567.2 million. USD., Uzbekistan - 253 mln. USD and Tajikistan - 93,3mln. USD.

We hope that provided financial and technical assistance will make a significant contribution to the development of the region, an important factor of integration is to increase confidence-building measures, and trade has always been an integral part of strengthening cooperation.

Thank you!
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