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Note by the Secretariat 

Background 
 
1. At the 103rd meeting of the Executive Committee, held on 1 February 2019, the Chair of the 
Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry (COFFI) provided a report on the Committee’s 
activities, as contained in informal document 2019/2. It will be recalled that with regard to the 
possible legally binding agreement on forests in Europe, the Chair reported that “on 5–6 
December 2018 the FOREST EUROPE Expert Level Meeting (ELM) took place in Bratislava, 
Slovak Republic, to discuss further procedural steps on a possible legally binding agreement on 
forests in Europe. The ELM agreed on a draft decision to be forwarded to ministers for their 
approval” (see para 14).  
 
2. The secretariat is pleased to provide an update with recent developments on this issue.  

Recent developments 

3. Following its adoption, on behalf of the participating Forest Europe members, the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic and 
co-chair of the Forest Europe process, Her Excellency Ms. Gabriela Matečná, transmitted the 
Ministerial Decision to the UNECE Executive Secretary on 10 June 2019. The letter is attached in 
the annex. 

4. In particular, the Ministerial Decision, para 9, invites “ UNECE, with the support of FAO, to 
convene and service jointly further negotiations on a legally binding agreement on forests in 
Europe by setting up a negotiating process in an appropriate format based on the parameters 
contained in the decision.” 
 
5. To facilitate the EXCOM’s deliberations and decision-making, it is proposed to hold 
informal consultations to consider the matter further.  
 

Draft decision:  

EXCOM takes note of the information provided on a possible legally binding 
agreement on forests in Europe and requests the secretariat to organize informal 
consultations to consider the matter further. 

 

6. Subject to EXCOM’s approval of the above draft decision, under agenda item 6, the 
extrabudgetary project “Support for the preparation of a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests 
hosted by UNECE”, as contained in informal document 2019/34, is presented to EXCOM for 
approval.  
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