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Despite multiple forest functions, the forest sector is

not commonly perceived as a sector creating a variety

of jobs. However, although the decline in the number of

forest workers over the past several decades is a fact,

the growing demand for sustainable products and

ecosystem services has driven an increase in new tasks

and occupations associated with forests.

The creation of new forest jobs needs, therefore, to be

placed in the context of all forest values, which embrace

a broad range of tasks and functions. For instance, the

increase in environmental and health awareness brings

opportunities for developing new jobs beyond forest

operations, traditionally associated with forest sector

jobs.

At the same time, it is important to consider how to

make new forest jobs safe, well paid and more

attractive to women and young workers in order to

ensure the resilience and flexibility of working teams

and promote the development of new occupations. In

addition, a better understanding of the needs for skills

development related to these new jobs is crucial.

For this reason, the Expert Workshop on Green Forest

Jobs will explore how the forest sector can adapt to the

emerging trends and seize related opportunities

The Workshop will build on the work of the UNECE/FAO

Team of Specialists on Green Jobs in the Forest Sector

(Joint ILO/UNECE/FAO Expert Network) and is a

contribution to the implementation of the Rovaniemi

Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy, in

particular Pillar C – Decent Green Jobs in the Forest

Sector.

The Workshop also contributes to the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development, since the analysis of the

potential and promotion of green forest jobs will lead to

an increase of decent employment opportunities,

resource efficiency and development of low-carbon,

sustainable economic activities.

The Workshop will also discuss the first draft of the

Guidelines for Green Forest Jobs. The Guidelines are

being developed by the Joint UNECE/FAO Forestry and

Timber Section, under the guidance of the UNECE/FAO

Team of Specialists on Green Jobs. They will be

presented for consideration to the joint session of the

UNECE Committee on Forests and Forest Industry and

the FAO European Forestry Commission, to take place

in November 2019.

The Workshop is organised in the framework of the

UNECE project “Improving the capacity of the UNECE

member States to create green jobs in the forest

sector”, funded by the Swiss Confederation. The

Workshop is addressed to experts from the forest

sector, as well as to those working in employment,

education and forest related social and economic areas.

Participants will be invited to contribute to the

discussion by showcasing challenges and good practices

from their own experience.

The Workshop will feature:

▪ Presentations on green forest jobs, related 

concepts and trends.

▪ Identification of forest related activities with 

the highest potential for the creation of green 

forest jobs.

▪ Focused discussions on job opportunities in 

health, wellbeing and forest recreation; and 

forest ecosystem management sectors.

▪ Detailed review of the content of the draft 

Guidelines for Green Forest Jobs.

Scope and objective  
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Monday, 17 September 2018

Introduction to the green forest jobs concept

10:00 - 10:10 Introduction by the moderator 

10:10 - 10:20 Opening remarks 

10:20 - 10:50 Green Jobs – International Labour Organisation definition and related concepts

10:50 - 11:20 Forest sector employment trends 

Coffee break

11:50 - 12:20 Green forest jobs – addressing challenges related to the forest sector employment 

12:20 - 12:50 Which forest related activities have the highest potential to create green forest jobs? 

12:50 - 13:00 Conclusions and closing of the session

Lunch break

Health, well-being and forest recreation
15:00 - 15:10 Introduction by the session facilitator 

15:10 - 15:40 Case study: Health care in the forest 

15:40 - 16:10 Case study: Nature, health and wellbeing

Coffee break

16:40 - 17:20 Exploring the potential for future green forest jobs – working groups

17:20 - 17:50 Results from the working groups 

17:50 - 18:00 Conclusions and closing of the session

Optimal forest ecosystems functioning 
10:00 - 10:10 Introduction by the session facilitator 
10:10 - 10:40 Case study: Management of forest ecosystem services and green forest jobs
10:40 - 11:10 Case study: Sustainable Forestry Initiative Project Learning Tree Green Jobs 

Coffee break

11:40 - 12:20 Exploring the potential for future green forest jobs – working groups
12:20 - 12:50 Results from the working groups 
12:50 - 13:00 Conclusions and closing of the session

Lunch break

Supporting further development of green forest jobs 
15:00 - 15:20 Introduction to the Guidelines for Green Forest Jobs by the session facilitator 

15:20 - 16:20 Review of draft Guidelines for Green Forest Jobs – working groups

Coffee break

16:50 - 17:20 Results from the working groups 

17:20 - 17:50 Improving the capacity of UNECE member States to create green forest jobs: next steps 

17:50 - 18:00 Conclusions and closing of the session by the moderator

Tuesday, 18 September 2018
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Background documents
The provisional programme and meeting documents are available on the meeting webpage:

https://www.unece.org/index.php?id=48714

Online registration
All participants are requested to register online using the following link: 

https://uncdb.unece.org/logon.faces?meeting_name=Green%20Forest%20Jobs:%20Exploring%20Opportunities%20
and%20Increasing%20the%20Capacity%20of%20UNECE%20Member%20States&meeting_date=17/09/2018&meeti
ng_city=Geneva&meeting_country=Switzerland

NB: If you do not yet have a UNECE registration account, you will have to create one. Should your e mail address already exist in 
the ECE contact database, your details will be automatically retrieved and you will have the possibility to update them.

The deadline for registration is 14 September 2018. 

Should you need visa support, please choose this option when registering by clicking the relevant box.

Working language
The meeting will be held in English. 

Funded Participation
Limited funding will be available for participants from the following countries: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.

Contact at the Joint UNECE/FAO 
Forestry and Timber Section

Ms. Alicja Kacprzak
Forestry Officer

tel.: +41 22 917 13 75
e-mail: alicja.kacprzak@fao.org
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