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UNECE-FAO Forest Communicators Network Task Force Meeting 
20/21 December 2016, Vienna, Austria 
 
Meeting Report  
by Theresa Loeffler (UNECE/FAO Secretariat) and Ingwald Gschwandtl (FCN Team Leader) 
 
Participants of the meeting: Ingwald Gschwandtl (Austria, FCN Leader), Kai Lintunen (Finland, 
Deputy FCN leader), Gerda Wolfrum (IUFRO, Deputy FCN Leader), Theresa Loeffler 
(UNECE/FAO), Maria De Cristofaro (FAO), Ewa Hermanowicz (EUFORGEN), Lourdes Lazaro 
Marin (IUCN), Igor Viszlai (Forest Europe), Colin Morton (UK, Deputy FCN Leader) and Maria 
Sokolenko (Russian Federation) via skype for parts of the meeting.  
 

1. Celebrations and activities in 2017 on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of 
the collaboration between FAO and UNECE 

 
Theresa Loeffler, UNECE FAO Forestry and Timber Section, briefed the taskforce about the 
plans of the Joint Section to celebrate the 70th anniversary of UNECE and the 70th anniversary 
of collaboration between FAO and UNECE. The main outputs will be a timeline, a monography 
and an anniversary event in Marianske Lanske, Czech Republic 25-26 April 2017 (tbc). The 
recommendation of the taskforce was to take the focus of the monography out of an UN specific 
background and find a wider angle. In addition, the taskforce recommended to have a section 
on lessons learned, key messages and an executive summary and is interested to see the draft 
of the paper. TF members saw a good opportunity for communicating on historical 
developments and the cooperation as such, expressed interest in take away messages and 
offered cross-promotion of events and stories by FCN. Theresa was asked to update FCN on 
further developments. 
 
 

2. International Day of Forests under the theme “Forests and Energy” on 21 
March 2017 
 

TF members reported about planned communication activities of their organisations. Maria De 
Cristofaro briefed the taskforce about FAOs plans for IDF 2017: a panel discussion including a 
webcast at FAOs headquarter in Rome, Italy, a video spot, a thematic website released End-
Dec 2016.  
Igor Viszlai informed the taskforce about an elaborate campaign planned by LUB of Forest 
Europe building on ideas from the respective brainstorming session at the FCN meeting in 
Portland. A short video around the term “power” will be issued; people will be involved via social 
media. 
Theresa Loeffler informed the taskforce about related UNECE/FAO events in Geneva, a half-
day panel discussion with the involvement of students, the “more heat with less wood” video in 
several languages, and the announcement of the wood energy publication during IDF. 
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Participants agreed that FCN will help enhancing outreach, amplifying messages and cross-
promoting events and products by following, re-posting, liking and re-tweeting their 
organizations campaigns mutually.  
 
 

3. Workshop on Forest Communication in Kyrgyzstan, possibly in June 2017 
 
Maria provided a briefing on the state of play. Participants of the workshop for Eastern Europe, 
Central Asia and the Caucasus, held in June 2016 in St. Petersburg, requested an additional 
workshop on capacity building in the region. This three day workshop is tentatively scheduled to 
take place in Kyrgyzstan either the last week of June or the first week of July. Confirmation is 
pending. Trainings will be tailored to participant needs and Maria will liaise with the Association 
of Forest and Land Users to design the agenda. Strategic communications has been identified 
as a topic. Kai, Colin and Ingwald will work with Maria on a concept proposal. Ewa proposed the 
use of the econnect study in Australia as a basis for the workshop. 
 

4. Communication session at the IUFRO 125 Years Anniversary Congress in 
September 2017 in Freiburg, Germany 

 
Gerda Wolfrum, IUFRO, briefed the taskforce on the plans for the 125 anniversary congress in 
Freiburg, Germany. A total of 1000 to 1500 participants from all over the world are expected, 
mainly scientists. Overall Motto of the congress: “Interconnecting Forests, Science and People”. 
Gerda informed, that the organisers of the Anniversary Congress invite FCN to help organise a 
session specifically on communication at the Congress. The session of 1,5 hours would be 
either on 20th, 21st or 22nd September 2017, exact day still to be specified. TF members saw a 
huge opportunity for promoting the issue of forest communication. The task force started 
brainstorming on possible concept elements for the session. Conclusions: Several 
communication obstacles in the science community were identified, one being the difficulty to 
translate science language into common language without losing credibility, another being, that 
sometimes scientist don’t see the benefit of being understood beyond scientific circles. The 
objective of the session should therefore be, to illustrate the benefits of systematic 
communication for science and scientists. It was pointed out that a strong, catchy title and a 
teaser will be needed to attract a broad audience. The session should have an innovative 
format, include a speaker from outside, who could say things insiders would/could not say, and 
have a panel sharing striking cases of positive and negative examples, and allow enough time 
for discussions. First thoughts on the scene setting component were floated, Colin will elaborate 
a concept paper till early January 2017 for further discussion, and the FCN taskforce will draft a 
proposal for the communication session with Gerda. Ideas for a keynote speaker were raised, 
for instance Elisabeth Wehling from Berkeley University in California, who has done revealing 
work in Cognitive Science, in particular on how language framing does impact our world 
perception and actions. Gerda will clarify the possibility of getting her for the session.  
It was also suggested to make the session accessible online. As for positive cases on 
science/research communication for the panel a video example from EUFORGEN was 
presented by EWA, and the Austrian Research Centre BFW was mentioned by Gerda. The 
need for an good moderator was raised. Gerda and Maria will look into this. 
 
 

5. 4th European Forest Week 2017, celebrated in conjunction with “Lasy2017”, the 
joint 75th session of the Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry (COFFI) 
and the 39th session of the European Forestry Commission (EFC), in Warsaw 
Poland 9-13 October 2017 
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Theresa briefed on the state of play. Marta Gaworska and Jolantha Stankiewicz from Poland 
were contacted via e-mail for further specifications.  
On basis of this information the TF concluded, that FCN stands ready in any case to cross-
promote the event. For further considerations on how far FCN involvement in preparations 
would be feasible and meaningful, more clarity was needed on the overall theme, the general 
objectives and the communication plans of the event. It was stressed that a strong interlinkage 
between Lasy2017 and the European Forest Week is needed as justification to hold both events 
back-to-back. Rovaniemi 2013 is seen as a positive example for a successful European Forest 
Week. According to Maria, FAO could organise a photo or drawing contest to raise awareness 
for the week. FAO could also create a gif animation for each member state with 3-4 key facts.  
Theresa will follow up with Poland on the above  
 

6. Cooperation opportunities with the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference 
 
Igor Viszlai informed about outreach plans of LUB to the younger generation by engaging with 
IFSA. At the IFSA meeting on 9 January 2017 in Wageningen LUB will have possibility for 
extensive presentations. They plan to submit an education package to professors of forest 
policy to promote Forest Europe. Gerda Wolfrum, IUFRO, pointed out that a database of all 
forestry courses exists already. Opportunities for an IFSA internship are investigated at LUB. 
LUB requested FCN collaboration concerning its work on Indicators. A Forest Europe Working 
Group is established to update the pan-European Indicators for Sustainable Forest 
Management, in particular to select key indicators for certain purposes. The Working Group will 
have a kick off meeting on 24/25 January 2017. Communication advice would be useful to make 
the indicators more useful. Participation of FCN members in the January meeting was seen as 
unrealistic given the short time. However, it was suggested to consider using the annual FCN 
meeting in Malaga for linking Indicator experts with forest communicators. The issue was 
discussed further at agenda item 8. 
 
 

7. Establishing an internet based FCN internal communication tool 
 

At the 2016 FCN meeting in Portland, Oregon, USA, many participants expressed interest in an 
internet based internal communication tool for staying in touch between meetings. Following up 
on this Ewa Hermanowicz, EUFORGEN, carried out an online survey among all FCN members 
concerning which social media platforms they have an active account on, which platforms they 
prefer using for sharing work-related information and what kind of information they usually share 
with this network. In total 66 persons responded to the questions. The TF thanked Ewa for this 
solid piece of work which provided an excellent background for discussion and decision making. 
After discussing several options it was decided that Maria De Cristoforo will set up a google 
group with the latest list of e-mail addresses and Ewa Hermanowicz, EUFORGEN, will set up 
google hangouts in order to exchange documents. Maria and Ewa will report at the Malaga 
meeting about first experiences made. After one year the success of these approaches will be 
evaluated.  
 
 

8. Annual FCN Meeting, May 2017 in Malaga, Spain 
 

Lourdes confirmed the readiness of IUCNs Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation to host the 
annual FCN meeting 2017. The TF expressed its gratitude. It was decided to hold the meeting 
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from 30 May to 01 June 2017 in Malaga, Spain. The meeting should have the following 
components: 
- Welcome addresses by hosts and FCN representatives 
- Setting the scene presentation on “Challenges for forests and forest communication in 

the Mediterranean region” 
- Thematic issues (climate change, sustainability indicators) 
- New communication tools (stock take on public perception research) 
- Best practice examples 
- A field trip 
 
Possible thematic issues were discussed, the following two were selected: 

1. The role of communication in making forests climate fit 
2. Indicators as tools for communicating sustainability  

 
It was decided that day 1 and 3 will be dedicated for meeting sessions, day 2 for the field trip. 
Lourdes explained that the field trip will go to a Life project in the Sierra Nevada National Park, 
with the focus on adaptive management in relation to climate change and a related 
communication strategy for the local population. It therewith corresponds perfectly with thematic 
issue 1. 
 
Thematic issue 1 (climate change adaptation) should focus on challenges for and examples of 
good communication concerning adaptation of forests and forest management to climate 
change. This would be a contribution to help implement the Paris agreement. A presentation of 
an elaborate communication campaign from Austria was offered, also a presentation on the 
climate adaptation strategy from Finland. Ewa Hermanowicz might also provide an example 
from the genetic issue point of view. A brief introduction to the field trip was also envisaged. 
 
Thematic issue 2 (criteria and indicators) should raise awareness among communicators about 
the ongoing work on indicators in relation to the SDGs, in the Forest Europe process and by 
UNECE. It should also respond to the Forest Europe request for involving communicators in 
work on selecting key indicators for communication purposes. Igor will approach the experts of 
the LUB and Ingwald will approach Dr. Stefanie Linser for background presentations on 
indicators. Theresa will reach out to the SDG C&I experts in the forestry field who could be 
potential speakers at the event. Colin suggested to also looking at work done by NGOs, for 
instance WWF, for make very dry, technical concepts broadly comprehensible and attractive. 
 
On sharing information on new communication tools and best practices in forest communication 
it was suggested to organise this session as a “Lightning Talk” or “Blitz-Talk”, meaning the 
speakers have only 2 to 5 minutes each for presenting really striking examples or lessons 
learned. Lightning talks is a well-established concept. The goal of lightning talks is to articulate a 
topic in a quick, insightful, and clear manner. These concise and efficient talks are intended to 
grab the attention of the audience, convey key information, and allow for several presenters to 
share their ideas in a brief period of time. The call for presentations for the FCN meeting will 
have to be specific on this. 
 
Theresa Loeffler, UNECE/FAO, agreed to set up a website and online registration for the 
meeting on the UNECE website (available at: http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=44991#/) . 
Ingwald Gschwandtl, FCN Team Leader, will send an announcement and call for presentations, 
tool pitches, etc. through the newly established google mailing group beginning of 2017. 
 
 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=44991#/
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9. Revision of FCN Mandate – planned activities and outputs for 2018-2021 
 
Theresa informed that a joint program work of the UNECE-FAO for the period of 2018 to 2021 
will be adopted by the joint session in October 2017 in Warsaw. The joint program of work is in 
elaboration, communication will again be an action area. It would therefore be useful to provide 
a proposal for a new FCN mandate already to the ongoing process, in particular on possible 
major outputs of FCN work in the period 2018-2021. If such a proposal could be delivered early 
2017, it could be integrated into the documents for the upcoming joint working party session, to 
take place 29-31 March 2017 in Geneva. Theresa pointed out, that the presence of an FCN 
representative at the joint working party session would be extremely useful for presenting the 
mandate proposal. A quick check with the FCN leaders showed that due to overlaps with other 
obligations physical presence at the meeting was unfortunately hardly possible for the FCN 
leadership. However, it was suggested to connect Colin via skype to the session. Theresa will 
clarify whether this is possible.  
Elements for the FCN mandate 2018-2021 and possible outputs were discussed. These 
concrete outputs were: an annual proposal for concerted actions for each IDF; proposals for 
communication activities around the European Forest Weeks 2019 and 2021; report on 
communication challenges for the forest sector based on a survey conducted among forest 
communicators; update of the Strategic Framework for Forest Communication in Europe; an 
annual progress report of undertaken activities of the ToS to be submitted and presented at the 
Joint Working Party for Statistics and Management; reports on activities of the regional FCNs 
with a focus on global interconnection and outreach. 
 
Ingwald will send a respective proposal of the ToR 2018-2021 to Theresa early 2017. 
 
 

10. AoB  
 
None. 


