
Dear Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of FAO, I would like to welcome all of you to the 

expert workshop on “Measuring the value of forests in a green 

economy”. This workshop was made possible through the 

efforts of joint UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section staff, 

experts, and countries supports from the region. I would like to 

extend my sincere thanks to those who contributed and 

congratulate them for the successful organisation.  

 

Your presence here today shows the importance of forests 

roles in achieving green economy. As you are aware, FAO and 

UNECE, through their joint ECE/FAO Forestry and Timber 

Section, contribute to the global, regional, and national forestry 

policy dialog progress and cross-sectorial cooperation which 

include green economy issues and monitoring and the 

implementation of the Rovaniemi Action Plan for the Forest 

Sector in a Green Economy. 

 

In addition to UNECE/FAO Joint Section work, FAO is also 

contributing to the implementation of Rovaniemi Action Plan 

with its work through offices in Budapest and Ankara and the 

Forestry Department in HQ.  

 



We believe that Rovaniemi Action Plan could play a strong role 

in achieving forestry related sustainable development goals in 

the region contributing to the Agenda 2030. Rovaniemi Action 

Plan that contains actions which are cross cutting in nature and 

require collaboration with other sectors.  

 

This approach is in line with FAO`s recently adopted cross 

cutting strategic objectives aiming to contribute significantly to a 

hunger-free and sustainable world. In this new cross-cutting 

approach, forests and forestry is no longer considered in 

isolation. New strategic objectives require a comprehensive, 

inter-sectoral approach, and collaboration among agriculture, 

fisheries, forestry and other land use sectors to promote the 

application of integrated approaches across the landscape to 

enhance food security and nutrition. 

 

In parallel with this, I would like to mention that FAO introduced 

Climate-Smart Agriculture concept in 2010 which has been well 

received by governments, regional and international agencies, 

the private sector and civil society. “Climate-Smart Agriculture 

includes actions on-farm and beyond the farm and incorporates 

policies, institutions, technologies and investments. This 

concept and its contribution to a Green Economy constitute an 

important approach to supporting countries in achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 



 

Climate-Smart Agriculture takes an integrated approach, 

supporting countries and other players as they work to improve 

agricultural productivity and incomes, while building the 

resilience of agriculture to climate change. It can also reduce 

negative impacts of agriculture on the environment, for example 

by reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

In conclusion, I would like to assure that FAO will continue to 

support global, regional and national initiatives, including 

Rovaniemi Action Plan, in achieving sustainable management 

of all types of forests and other natural resources. And work 

towards a sustainable future where there is food for all, poverty 

is eliminated and natural resources are preserved for future 

generations. 

 

I wish all of us very successful workshop. 

 


