
 
 
 

 
 

Economic growth needs to be based on nature -  
Forest sector on the path towards the green economy 

 
 

Forests provide essential economic resource for a significant number of the world’s poor, they 
underpin economies at all levels. Wood production, processing and the pulp and paper industries 
account for nearly 1 percent of global gross domestic product. Non-monetary benefilts from forests, 
such as water, energy, shelter and medicine, are estimated to be two to three times as important. 

Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations,  
message for the International Day of Forests 2014 

 
 

On the occasion of the T2GE conference, UNECE/FAO together with FOREST EUROPE highlight the 
role of forests and the contribution of the forest sector and its related value chain to local, national 
and regional economies and to the green economy in general. Forests, as one of the most complex 
ecosystems, are crucial for sustainable development by providing the possibility to substitute fossil 
based raw materials and products with renewable materials. Substantially contributing to the 
welfare of our societies, they not only capture carbon, but provide employment, valuable goods and 
services, and have a positive effect on the most strategic resources to sustain life on our continent: 
air, water, soil and biodiversity. 

The transition of the forest sector towards a green economy stands for one of the key topics that the 
high level political process FOREST EUROPE addresses. Ministers responsible for forests addressed 
green economy at the 7th Ministerial Conference in Madrid in October 2015 where Resolution 1 - 
Forest in the centre of Green Economy was adopted. Within the resolution, they acknowledged that 
forests are a source of employment with great potential to generate jobs and income opportunities 
also through new forest products and services. They also contribute to rural development, human 
well-being and social equity, enabling also the long term economic viability and competitiveness of 
forestry and forest-based industries. 

The Rovaniemi Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy (RAP) prepared through a 
multi-stakeholder process under the auspices of the UNECE and FAO, and adopted by 56 member 
States on 13 December 2013, is a basis for plans and activities focused on the contribution of forests 
in a green economy. The implementation of the Rovaniemi Action Plan by various international 
institutions and stakeholders, and applying its principles, will enhance the potential of the forest 
sector to contribute significantly to achieving the transition to a green economy and sustainable 
development in Europe. The forest sector should play an important role in the emerging green 
economy in the region. The transition to a greener economy offers important opportunities for 
economic prosperity and increasing social inclusion, while at the same time the opportunity to 
implement the universal 2030 Agenda for sustainable Development and achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

Preparing the forest sector for a green economy and the achievement of Sustainable Development 
Goals is fully in accordance with making progress towards sustainable forest management (SFM). 
Through the Madrid Resolution 1 on the Green Economy the ministers responsible for forests 



committed themselves to enhance the role of SFM in a green economy by enhancing the 
contribution of SFM in a bio-based low carbon economy, promoting innovation and research and 
encouraging use of wood from sustainably managed forests. Promoting green jobs in forests, 
adapting education and training systems, science-policy integration for policy development as well as 
social inclusion and gender equality was also embedded into the political commitments of the 
FOREST EUROPE process.  

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), held in Rio de Janeiro in 
1992, set guiding principles for Sustainable Forest Management. Agenda 21, adopted at the 
conference, included the member States’ commitment to manage forests sustainably including the 
need for "formulating scientifically sound criteria and guidelines for the management, conservation 
and sustainable development of all types of forests." The development of Criteria and Indicators 
under the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE) 
significantly influenced the UNECE and FAO reporting on environmental, social and economic 
dimensions of the forest sector activities and may be an important tool for countries in the region to 
masure the forest sector’s contribution to a green economy and the achievement of Sustainable 
Development Goals.  
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