Developing a framework for standardisation
National Statistical Institutes are currently reshaping their business processes in order to meet the increasing demand for high quality statistics. At the same time NSIs are facing budget cuts, intensified competition, consequences of globalisation and request for reduced response burden. NSIs are to some extent squeezed between non-compatible demands. There is no single measure to be taken in order to meet such a variety of challenges. Different initiatives need to be aligned. 
Better harmonisation of methods used throughout the statistical production processes and the adoption of formal or best practise standards are important measures to meet our business challenges. The development process must be management driven within a framework comprising actions on both a conceptual and operational level. Standardisation should balance organisational, semantic and technical efforts, taking a top-down approach to describe reference models covering the work processes, the information value chain and the technical means to produce statistics. 
The presentation will describe some international trends and initiatives in this area, in order to give guidance to streamlining statistical production.
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