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Overall 
Objectives

� Contribute  to the measures of the wealth of Nations in  a  
perspective   of  sustainable  development 

� Test concrete environmental and economic accounting systems in 
order to show the interest and facilitate their integration in the 
strategies of the donors

� Implement  the Aichi biodiversity target on incorporating 
biodiversity values into national accounting systems 

� Participate  in the establishment of indicators of progress
complementing the gross domestic  product and the statistical  
capacity building of developing countries  by implementing SDG 
17.19

� Expand the  commitment of African countries  to the establishment 
of environmental  accounting systems and the promotion of 
natural capital accounting (Sustainability Summit in Africa and the 
Gaborone Declaration)

� Promote  and build capacity  of African expertise on ecosystem-
natural capital accounting



Specific 
objective and 
process

� Based on regional scientific and technical cooperation,  the  project’s  
objective  is to provide the participating countries  with a structured 
and autonomous capacity. The approach  is based  on an operational 
mechanism for the fast track development  of the biophysical and 
socio-economic data infrastructure of ecosystem  natural  capital 
accounting  in a way that guarantees the sustainability of this 
mechanism in six West and North African countries as well as its 
replication in other  countries  of the region.

� The project will take into account national and regional conditions, 
learn by doing and progress in a stepwise  incremental way, to 
facilitate  replication  and adaptation  in other  geo- graphical or 
political contexts.



� An ENCA regional institutional structure and a community of practitioners  
are organized and a national ecosystem accounting  council is set up to 
steer  experiments in each beneficiary country( INSTITUTION component) 
;

� A sustainable and operational ENCA geographic and statistical data 
infrastructure  is created  in each  country and synthetic indicators for 
monitoring  the evolution of the total ecological  value of the participating 
countries or/and specific territories,  with the purpose  of carrying out 
periodic assessments (OPERATIONNALISATION component) ;

� A reliable and comparable ENCA dataset  is provided at the regional and 
country levels for the integration  of ecosystem accounts  in the decisional 
and planning process  as data sources  for consistent sustainable 
development  indicators, to address ecosystems-related emerging 
challenges,  and to promote  the consideration of natural capital in 
countries’ national accounting systems, and to facilitate decision making 
processes and planning (INTEGRATION component) ;

� The capacities  of national  institutions of the countries  involved are 
strengthened and recognized  for conducting ecosystem natural capital 
accounting on a regular basis and implement complementary researches
(CAPACITY component). 

Expected
Results
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The project involves 
already six French-
speaking countries: 
Burkina-Faso, 
Guinea  Conakry,  
Morocco, Niger, 
Senegal and 
Tunisia

The project  duration  is estimated at 4 years 
for a total amount of 5 million euros
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� This first set of countries  can 
be extended in a second step  
to include  other  
francophone countries  such  
as Benin, Ivory Coast  and 
Mali.

� This extension may  then  be  
completed with Algeria, 
Mauritania, Chad, and Togo, 
in order  to cover a coherent 
regional  set of countries.

� Another eastward extension could 
take place in the Sahara-Sahel 
region alongside the “Great Green 
Wall”.

Copernicea works in relation with
experiences already conducted
and in progress in the Indian
Ocean in the Comoros, in 
Madagascar and in Mauritius



Project holders: 
The main institutions to be 
responsible for the project 
execution are the Sahara and 
Sahel Observatory (OSS), 
main regional leader,  the 
French Agricultural Research  
Centre for International  
Development  (CIRAD), 
l’Université du  Québec  à
Montréal (UQAM) in 
collaboration with institutions 
of each  participating country 
and other international 
partners.
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The 
development of 
the project was
co-supported by:



Officially
designated
contact points

� Burkina-Faso : Paul BOMBIRI, 
Directeur des Statistiques 
Sectorielles (Min. de l’Env., 
de l’Economie Verte et du 
CC)

� Guinée-Conakry :Djiramba
DIAWARA, Conseil Nat. De 
l’Env. Et du DD (Min. De 
l’Env., des E&F)

� Maroc : Rajae CHAFIL, 
Directrice de l’Observation, 
des Etudes et de la 
Planification (Min. Dél. 
Chargé de l’Env.)

� Niger : CNSEE Centre 
National de Surveillance 
Ecologique et 
Environnementale (Min. de 
l’Env. Et du DD)

� Sénégal : Gallo SOW, Ing. 
Statisticien Economiste, 
conseiller tech. N°1 du 
Ministre de l’Env. et du DD

� Tunisie : Hamda ALOUI, 
sous-directeur du Milieu 
Rural (Min. Des Affaires 
Locales et de l’Env.) 

A project collectively designed ... see : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N7GAGNgwi1M 



CIRAD – UQAM 
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