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  Time Use Survey 

  Note by National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova 1 

 I. Introduction 

1. The production of statistical data from gender perspective is one of the priority 
development directions of contemporary statistics of the Republic of Moldova. These 
indicators are necessary for the analysis and monitoring of progress in ensuring equal 
opportunities for women and men in all areas of activity. Based on the international practice 
and recommendations, the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) studies, develops and 
implements new statistical methods and surveys. Thus, in 2009, in the framework of 
Structural Business Survey, an additional module was introduced – The conditions of 
creation and development of enterprise: Gender Analysis; in 2010, the survey Violence 
against women in family was conducted in the households. 

2. Another survey conducted currently by NBS is Time Use Survey – a unique statistical 
instrument, which is paid more and more international attention recently. Time Use Survey 
in Moldova was organized and conducted according to the National Program on Ensuring 
Gender Equality 2010-2015 in the framework of UNDP Project “Strengthening the national 
statistical system”, with the technical assistance of the National Institute of Statistics of 
Romania and of the European Commission Project “Strengthening Moldova’s capacity to 
manage Labour and Return Migration” in the framework of Mobility Partnership between 
the European Union and Republic of Moldova”. 

  

  1 Prepared by Elena Vatcarau, NBS.  
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3. This document comprises the main methodological principles of Time Use Survey 
organization in Moldova. Also, some intermediary results, which could have been produced 
during the first months of survey conducting, are presented.  

II. Time Use Survey Methodology 

 A. Purpose 

4. The purpose of Time Use Survey is to present information on how people spend their 
time: what are they doing, how much time they spend for some or other activities, where 
when and with whom. From the perspective of gender equality, the survey has the purpose 
to outline the role and position of women and men in the family and social life. 

5. The following documents were used for the development of national methodology: 

a) Guide to Producing statistics on Time Use: Measuring Paid and Unpaid 
Work, UN, New York, 2005; 

b) Harmonised European time use surveys, 2008, guidelines. 

B. Population and sample 

6. Surveyed population. The survey is conducted on the entire country territory 
excluding the localities situated on the left side of river Nistru and municipality Bender. It 
covers the residents living in the primary sample units. The survey does not include the 
persons living in specialized institutions (for joint living: asylums for elderly, hospitals, 
dormitories, prisons, military service, etc). 

7. Age. All households members aged 10 years and over are included in the survey.  

8. Time dimension. The main measurement unit was decided to be the 24 hours day: 
complete registration of all persons’ activities starting with 04.00 until 04.00, next day.  

9. Survey sample.  The survey is conducted for a period of 12 months based on a 
sample representative at the country level. The survey gives the possibility to get 
representative data by regions, residence area, by sex, age groups and week days and 
weekend days. 

10. The random two strata sample is the necessary condition for ensuring the 
representativeness, meaning that every household member age 10 years and over, living in 
the selected unit has the non-zero probability to be selected in the sample, and similarly, any 
day of all 12 months. Every respondent with non-zero probability of selection may be 
attributed any of the 365 days of the year (12 months).    

11. A complex, three step sample plan is used for sample creation. The primary sample is 
EMDOS sample (Master sample), which was created by the National Bureau of Statistics in 
2005 and is used for two permanent surveys – Labour Force Survey and Household Budget 
Survey. 

12. The first sample stage represents the selection of territorial units, thus ensuring the 
stratification by regions, type and size of locality. The second stage is the selection of 
households inside the localities selected at the first stage, and the decision of a reporting day 
for every selected household. The third stage is the “self-weighted” selection of one 
household member in those households which were selected at the second stage. Any 
household member aged 10 years and over, that is not temporarily missing from the 
household at the moment of the first interview has the non-zero probability to be selected. 
The criterion of the “closest birthday” after the reporting day (the day proposed to 
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respondent to fill in his Diary) is used in order to ensure the random selection of the 
household member. 

13. The overall sample size is of 15,600 households. 

C. Information collection method 

14. Two methods are used for information collection: а) interview, face to face – 
interviewer and the respondent, and b) respondent fills in the Diary independently. 

D. Survey tools 

15. Data are registered in the following forms: 

a) List of selected households (LG-TUS); 

b) Household questionnaire (CL-TUS);  

c) Individual diary (JZ-TUS); 

d) Individual questionnaire for the selected respondent (CI-TUS). 

16. Beyond this, there were prepared Interviewer guidelines, NBS letter addressed to 
households and the Classification of activities for time use statistics. 

17. The Household Questionnaire collects information on: 

a) Dwelling and living conditions (type, number of rooms, owner, construction 
of a new house or the capital repair of the current, durable goods); 

b) Persons, living in the selected household (surname and name, date of birth, 
sex, country of birth, citizenship, relationship to the head of household, 
marital status, education level, presence or absence in the household, 
education during the last four weeks); 

c) Child care (children under 10 years in the household and who is taking care 
of them); 

d) Pets (pets presence in the household); 

e) Income (income source and net monthly income). 

18. Individual questionnaire is filled in by persons aged 15 years and over (including 
those whose 15th birthday is in the reporting month) and those who filled in the Diary. It 
comprises information on: 

a) Respondent status (did the respondent has a remunerated work or income 
bearing activity during the reporting week, did he has a job where was 
temporarily absent); 

b) Employees (main economic activity: type of contract, entitlement to annual 
paid leave, leave duration, occupation, type of activity, working program, 
actually worked hours, program flexibility; secondary activity: actually 
worked hours in the secondary activity); 

c) Persons seeking a job (was the respondent seeking a job during the last four 
weeks and which were the methods to find a job, desire and availability to 
start working); 

d) Relation with labour market (respondent opinion on its relation with labour 
market); 
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e) Respondent’s health state, time perception, etc. 

19. Individual diary for adults and children (10 years and over) is filled in by (selected) 
respondents themselves: 

  - With 10 minutes time slots (144 time slots), are registered all activities performed 
during 24 hours, starting with 04.00 until 04.00, either during weekdays or weekend days or 
holidays. 

20. Diary pages are broken down in four columns (see the Annex), which register: 

1) All main activities performed by the respondent; 

2) Activities performed simultaneously/in parallel with the main activity; 

3) Location/Transport mode where the activity is performed; 

4) Other persons present in that location. 

21. All columns have space for codes. 

Activity Coding List for time use statistics. 

22. Data processing on time use by activities is performed according Activity Coding 
List recommended by Eurostat: 

0 – Personal care 

1 - Employment 

2 - Study 

3 – Household and family care 

4 – Voluntary work and meetings 

5 – Social life and entertainment 

6 – Sports and outdoor activities 

7 – Hobbies and computing 

8 - Mass Media 

9 – Travel and unspecified time use. 

 E. Survey organization  

23. Survey tools were developed in the first half of 2010 and tested in August 2010. The 
main purpose of testing was to check and assess the tools, organization of field works and 
coordination of interviewers’ activity. The questionnaires were reviewed, translated into 
Russian and approved after the analysis of test results. In parallel, the data processing 
program was developed and integrated into the common set of processing programs of 
information from households’ surveys. 

24. The round table with the main users and potential donors was a relevant stage in the 
organization of this survey. The participants of the meeting were presented the survey 
methodology and purpose, its possibilities and also the problems and difficulties faced by 
NBS during its organization and implementation. Mainly, this concerns to limited financial 
resources. 

25. Trainings for involved staff were organised before the inception of field works: 

a) A seminar on the survey organization, methodology and field-work (for 
interviewers and supervisors); 



Working paper 16 

5 

b) Training on data  processing (for supervisors); 

c) Training on coding of Individual Diaries (for supervisors).    

26. The survey (data collection) is conducted during the period 1 June 2011- 31 May 
2012. The surveying of households is uniformly distributed over this period, thus ensuring 
continuous surveying during the year (366 days). A certain number of households are 
surveyed every day, during 12 months, including holidays (the religious holidays as well) 
and leaves. Consequently, every household is attributed a reporting day and thus its 
reporting week. As a result, the household selected in the sample and the selected 
respondent (by the method described above) participate only one time during 12 months. 
Neither the interviewer nor the respondent can change the reporting day! 

27. At the NBS level, the Division of Labour Market Statistics organised and 
implemented this survey. Data collection in the territory is performed by the same personnel 
involved in the Labour Force Survey and the Household Budget Survey: since 2006, in 
Moldova, a unique network of 150 interviewers and 50 supervisors (included in the staff of 
territorial statistical units) was set for conducting these two continuous surveys. Both, 
supervisors and interviewers work according NBS approved Calendar. 

28. Interviewers collect information from households. Their task is to identify the 
dwellings, register the data in the questionnaires, fill in the necessary forms, and to present 
the documents to supervisors respecting the deadlines. Based on the sample size, there are 
approximately 8-10 households attributed to one interviewer monthly. It is necessary to 
mention that following the rules, one interviewer must have at least 4 visits in the 
households. 

29. Supervisors perform the following tasks: management and check of interviewers’ 
work, reception and verification of filled questionnaires and also the data coding and data 
entry. 

30. Survey documents are received in the central office on a monthly basis, where the 
final data validation is performed. 

31. Field work must be finalized by mid-June of this year. The second half of the year is 
dedicated to data validation and processing and database preparation. We plan to 
disseminate the survey results in the first semester of the next year. 

32. The main indicators will be presented as follows: 

a) Average time the survey population spent on a specified activity; 

b) Average time spent on a specified activity by those who did engage or 
participate in the activity; 

c) Participation rate or proportion of persons in the survey population who 
participated in a specified activity. 

III. Survey Results 

Note: Taking into consideration the fact that the field works are still undergoing at the moment and 
data collection continues (the survey will continue till the end of May this year), this chapter 
presents only some results for June-August 2011, available at the moment of writing of this 
document. 

 
33. The analysis of the results reveals the differences in time use by women and men in 
Moldova, similar to other countries. 

34. The time can be grouped in three main groups according to the daily performed 
activities: 
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a) Time for personal care; 

b) Time for work, study, household and family care, voluntary work, meetings, 
travels; 

c) Free time (social life and entertainment, sport and outdoor activities, hobbies 
and computing, and mass-media). 

35. Moldovan population aged 10 and over, uses approximately half day for personal 
care (10.8 hours); 37.5% of one day (9 hours) dedicate to work, study, household and family 
care, travels, 17.5% - free time (4.2 hours). There are no significant differences for the three 
main categories of time use between men and women (Figure 1). 

  Figure 1. Structure of one day (all days) 
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Note: in average per surveyed population, all days 

 

36.  According to the Classification of Activities for Time Use Surveys (Eurostat), the 
most significant differences were noticed in the structure of time use of 24 hours, between 
women and men, for two categories: household and family care and employment. Thus, after 
personal care (10.9 hours), women dedicate more time to household and family care (5.4 
hours), and after that to work (2.2 hours per day). At the same time, men, after personal care 
(10.8 hours), dedicate more time to work (3.7 hours), and household and family care (3.1 
hours). In average, women are involved 2.3 hours more than men in household and family 
care activities, while men dedicate, in average, 1.5 hours more to work than women. (Figure 
2). 

  Figure 2. Time use during one day, all respondents 
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37. The analysis of data on time spent in a specified activity by those who did engage or 
participate in the activity, reveal the same situation: in average, men work 1.3 hour more 
than women, while women are involved 2 hours more in household care activities during the 
day. For these main activities («employment» and «household and family care») women 
spend 6.9 and 5.6 hours accordingly, and men, in average, – 8.2 and 3.6 hours accordingly 
during the day. (Figure 3).  

Figure 3. Time use during one day 
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38. Data disaggregated by age groups reveal more differences between women and men 
in time use for such activities as «employment» and «household and family care». By age 
groups, in average, men work 7.4-8.6 hours per day, while women – 5.0-7.7 hours. The 
most significant difference in the duration of employment between women and men (1.7 
hours) was noticed for the age groups 45-54 and 55-64 years. At the same time, women of 
all age groups (excluding children of 10-14 years), spend more time than men for household 
and family care. The highest difference was noticed for the age groups 25-34 years (3.5 
hours) and 35-44 years (2.7 hours). (Figure 4). 

Figure 4. Time use by age groups 
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39. Following the above mentioned, the activity household and family care (5.6 hours for 
women and 3.6 hours for men) is important from the perspective of time use for both 
women and men. Inside this activity we have the following picture: the most important 
share have the subcategories building and repair, growing plants and keeping/breeding 
domestic animals, and food preparation. Is necessary to mention that the data are for June-
August and activities of surveyed persons reflect the traditional occupations of Moldovan 
population during summer period. Thus, women spend in average 3.8 hours for repair of 
dwelling (whitewashing, painting), for growing plants and keeping/breeding domestic 
animals – 2.5 hours and for food preparation – 2.4 hours daily. Men spend more time for 
growing plants and keeping/breeding domestic animals (2.8 hours) and for building a house 
and repair/construction and extensive repair of house/dwelling (2.7 hours) (Figure 5). 

Figure 5. Time use for household and family care 
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40. The analysis of information on the participation of surveyed population in one or 
another activity, irrespective of duration, reveals that women have a high level of 
participation in such activities as household and family care (97%), mass media (79%), 
social life and entertainment (76%). Men have a high participation level in the similar 
activities as women do: household and family care and travels (85% each), mass media 
(83%) and social life and entertainment (75%) (Table 1). 

Table 1. Proportion of persons engaged in specified activities in total surveyed 
population, percents 

 Total Women Men Work days Week-end 
Personal care 100 100 100 100 100 

Employment 37 32 45 44 31 

Household and family care 92 97 85 92 93 

Voluntary work and meetings 19 23 14 14 24 

Social life and entertainment 76 76 75 72 80 

Sport and outdoor activities 17 14 20 15 19 

Hobbies and computing 14 12 18 13 15 

Mass Media 80 79 83 79 81 

Travel and unspecified time use 80 76 85 80 80 



 

Annex 
Individual diary (one page) 
DAY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _     

What were you doing? 
Record your main activity for each 10/minute 
period from 04.00-07.00 

What else were you doing? 
 

Where were you? 
Record the location or the 
mode of transport 

Were you alone or together with somebody you 
know? 
(in the main activity) 
Mark “X”  

With other household members 
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Time 
 

Only one main activity on each 
line. 
 Distinguish between travel and 
the activity that is the reason for 
travelling. 

Activity 
code 

Record the most 
important parallel
activity. 

Activity code 

e.g.: at home, at 
friends’ home, at 
school, at workplace, 
in restaurant, in shop, 
on foot, on bicycle, in 
car, on bus,... 

Code 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

04.00 - 04.10 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

04.10 - 04.20 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

04.20 - 04.30 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

04.30 - 04.40 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

04.40 - 04.50 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

05.00 - 05.10 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

…. 
 

   
       

 
 

   
       

06.00 - 06.10 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

06.10 - 06.20 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

06.20 - 06.30 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

06.30 - 06.40 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

06.40 - 06.50 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

06.50 - 07.00 
 

   
 

 � � � � � � 

 

 


