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Introduction 
 

One of the ways in which migration is viewed as a “win-win-win” situation materializes when migrants return 
temporarily to their country of origin, contributing to local development both monetarily, as well as with human 
capital accumulated over their stay abroad. Some receiving countries see advantages in this form of migration 
and have decided to encourage it. To this end, they have introduced reforms to local regulations, for instance, 
in order to prevent long-term immigrants from losing whichever migration status they may have acquired, when 
leaving for their country of origin and staying there for long periods. In particular, migrants now know that they 
will be able to return to their adoptive home. Moreover, under such conditions, it is considered desirable that 
migrants will later return to their country of origin as often as necessary to see their investments bear fruit, 
which may lead to successive long visits. 
 
This repetition of international to and fro border crossings, or migration cycles, is perhaps the image that the 
term "circular migration" most often brings to mind. However, the same term not only may include other forms 
of repetitive moves back and forth, but has been used also in other contexts in which the repetition of 
movements, or accumulation of monetary and human capital also occur, but in which, for example, stays in 
either country have shorter duration, as is the case of seasonal workers who return home after harvesting or 
students who return to their country to spend the holidays. 
 
The above has resulted in the need to find a common definition for the term, which in turn may help in the 
production of comparable statistical information and close monitoring of this behaviour. 

 
Under the above context the Task Force (TF) on the Analysis of International Migration Estimates Using 
Different Length of Stay Definitions (2008) recommended establishment of another TF to define circular 
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migration at a CES meeting (Feb 2012). The TF proposal was introduced at the UNECE/Eurostat Work 
Session on Migration Statistics (Oct 2012) and was approved by the CES Bureau early 2013. The duration of 
its mandate was set at 2 years. 
 
The terms of reference stated that: “The objective of this Task Force is to prepare a proposal for a common 
international statistical definition of circular migration. This objective should be achieved by: 
 
 Assessing current user needs, methodology, and data sources available to measure circular migration; 
 Examining the impact of using different definitions for circular migration; 
 Proposing a common international statistical definition of circular migration.” 

 
Terms of Reference: Planned Activities and Outputs 
 

 Review of literature, ad hoc studies, and needs expressed by statistical users for information on circular 
migration; 

 Assess the dimensions which need to be taken into account for the operationalization of an international 
standard definition of circular migration; 

 Assess current definitions used to measure circular migration and identify possible variations of these 
definitions; 

 Assess data needed to implement various definitions, current data sources available, data limitations, and 
other data needs;  

 Produce and evaluate estimates created using various definitions and their potential impact on other 
population statistics; 

 
The TF, which is comprised of 17 members from 9 countries (Austria, Estonia, Sweden, Norway, Italy(2), 
Israel, Macedonia(2), Montenegro, Mexico (Chair)) and 5 international organizations (IOM(2), UNECE, 
Eurostat, World Bank, OECD), held its first teleconference on June 13 2013. The first agreement had to do 
with particular emphasis to be made for the review of literature, ad hoc studies, and needs expressed by 
statistical users for information on circular migration. It was recommended that literature be prioritized in order 
of importance related to measurement of circular migration.  UNECE created a table template so that TF 
members can summarize information on definitions, sources, and policy context.  UNECE created a table on 
the Wiki platform so that information could be entered and stored directly on the Wiki site. 
 
Concepts about circular migration were discussed, including spontaneous vs. managed circular migration, as 
well as the legal status of circular migrants.  Brief discussion of possible criteria needed for a definition 
followed, as well as the importance of user and policy needs in various definitions, and the need for particular 
information if circular migration is to be seen as a tool for development. 
 
The review included 18 relevant publications, mostly by international organizations. The summary prepared by 
TF members followed a template which included year of publication; author’s name; name of the 
publication/study; definitions of circular migration used, if any; and if and how it was operationalized; referred 
data sources; and the policy context needs behind the proposal2. 
 
Later discussion had to do with the dimensions needed to define circular migration. Topics such as temporary, 
seasonal (and guest workers), and permanent migration, usual residence, and irregular migration were 
discussed.  How circularity needs to be defined, including repetition of movement, time frame, citizenship, 
duration of stay, direction of move, and organized vs. unorganized migration were discussed, as was the 
practicality of including a developmental impact criterion to its definition. Discussion revolved around the 
identified dimensions, initially identified by IOM: 
 
 Repetition  
 Directionality  
 Duration  
 Purpose  

                                                 
2 See Appendix A 
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 Developmental Impact 
 

This was followed by an important and rich exchange of e-mails through which many interesting points were 
raised. An interesting general point referred to whether or not the status of circular migrant, however this is 
finally defined, is something permanent or may be lost after a number of years of immobility; this could imply 
consideration of an upper time threshold. A suggestion was also made in reference to the measurement units: 
Border crossings or individuals? Also the question about the minimal number of repetitions to qualify as a 
circular migrant was raised.  
 
 

 
Fig. 1.- Return migration and full migration loop. 

 
Notions of migration loop and migration history began to gain some attention. A migration loop would be 
defined as a sequence of crossings of international borders that begins and ends in the same country (see fig. 
1). If the full migration history of a migrant is comprised by only one loop (e. g., A-B-A) it was suggested that we 
should speak of a return migrant rather than a circular one. Therefore, more than one loop would be necessary 
to qualify as a circular migrant (see fig. 2); for instance, Austria has produced information regarding 3 border 
crossings (1 ½ loops).  
 

 
Fig. 2.- Simplest depiction of circular migration 
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From the discussion a country perspective began to take form. For instance, a sequence A-B-A-B-A would lead 
both countries to consider the individual a circular migrant. Instead, the sequence A-B-A-C-A composed again 
of two full loops would leave country A counting the migrant as a circular one but neither country B nor C would 
agree (see fig. 3). In fact, many countries may only record sequences (OUT)-IN-OUT-IN-OUT.  

 

 
 

Fig. 3.- Alternative depiction of circular migration 
 

Regarding the notion of directionality there were many voices insisting on the need for a definition to make 
reference to the country of origin. Indeed, with a developmental impact in mind it makes sense to make the 
original country explicit. However the notion needs to be made explicit since it is not clear whether we are 
referring to country of birth or to country of nationality or even to country of usual residence of a migrant who 
may never return to his/her birth country but crosses international borders enough times to be classified as a 
circular migrant anyway. When the country perspective enters into the picture, the notion of directionality 
becomes even more blurred.  
 
There seemed to be agreement that change of usual residence was not a necessary condition to be 
considered a circular migrant and that the migrant should have lived in a destination country for at least three 
months. However, there were proposals to exclude longer than twelve months stays which were not universally 
endorsed. Also, perhaps considering the possibility of losing the circular migrant condition after settling down in 
a country for a number of years, suggestions were made in the sense that an upper threshold be imposed. 
 
Another interesting discussion had to do with the inclusion of a reason or a purpose for migrating. Some 
argued that only work-related migration should be considered while others argued that, since the acquisition of 
human capital was also important for developmental reasons, study or training migration should also be 
considered.  
 
Finally, however, there seemed to be agreement that difficult to measure dimensions such as developmental 
impact or purpose of move should be excluded from operational definitions, but that a conceptual definition 
could make reference to them. Issues such as legal status, spontaneous and managed circular migrants, or the 
distinction of moves between open borders/common markets and other types of moves would be left out. 
 
Under these circumstances the minimal ideal data source for production of statistics on circular migration would 
look like table 1. For a number of countries one or more columns in the array will be missing. 
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Table 1.- Minimal data source for measuring circular migration 

DURATION DIRECTIONALITY, 
REPETITIVENESS REASON INDIRECT MEASURE OF  

DEVELOPMENTAL IMPACT 

MOVING DATE FROM TO PURPOSE TOTAL 
EARNINGS 

TRAINING 
AREA 

LEVEL 
ATTAINED 
OR OTHER 

DD MM YY COUNTRY A COUNTRY B WORK    
   COUNTRY B  STUDY    
     TRAINING    
    COUNTRY A FAMILY    
         
         
         
         
         

 
From the above discussion the first set of draft conceptual and operational definitions was produced and, as 
expected, a new round of exchanges took place resulting in several variants. The distinction between 
conceptual and operational definitions stems from the need to accurately describe what it is we would like to 
measure, on the one hand, and on the practicalities of such measurement, on the other. An example of this 
may be given by the fact that even though the conceptual versions shown below do not yet do so, it has been 
proposed that a final version should acknowledge, if only as possibilities, the developmental impacts; impacts 
which are however known to be hard, if not outright impossible, to be directly measured. Bearing in mind that a 
sensible definition will only emerge after being tested in the field, and with a view of arriving at widely 
acceptable definition, more than one version has been kept. The idea is that a number of countries use them 
as an exercise in the production of numbers on the subject. 
 
Basic Conceptual Definitions:  
 
1a. Circular migration is a sequence of international moves where at least two countries are lived in more than 
once by the same person to take up temporary or permanent residence.  
 
2a. Circular migration is a sequence of international moves where at least two countries are lived in more than 
once by the same person and where the person has been living each time for more than three months in those 
countries  
 
2b. Circular migration is a sequence of international moves where at least two countries are lived in more than 
once by the same person and where the person has been living each time for at least twelve months in those 
countries.  
 
2c. Short-term circular migration is a sequence of international moves where at least two countries are lived in 
more than once by the same person and where the person has been living each time for more than three (and 
less than 12) months in those countries.  
 
In an attempt to include the country perspective (see fig. 4) commented above the following Operational 
definitions for the Purpose of Data Collection and Reporting were put forward.  
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Fig. 4.- Country perspectives showing they will only view part of the migrant’s history. 

 
3.a A circular immigrant is a person who has immigrated more than once to the same country (over the latest 
ten years).  (NOTE: implicitly, the duration of each stay abroad is of at least one year).  
 
3.b. A short-term circular immigrant is a person who has immigrated more than once to the same country 
(over the latest ten years), when the duration of each stay in that country is between 3 and 12 months.    
 
3.c A circular emigrant is a person who has emigrated more than once from the same country (over the latest 
ten years). NOTE: implicitly, the duration of each stay abroad is of at least one year)  
 
3.d A short-term circular emigrant is a person who has emigrated more than once from the same country 
(over the latest ten years), when the duration of each stay abroad is between 3 and 12 months.  
 
Data on circular immigrants should preferably be broken down by country of birth and by country of origin. 
Additional disaggregation of data by sex, age, and purpose of migration is also relevant from a policy 
perspective.  
 
The notion of a migration loop will also be tested although it is by now clear that not all countries will be able to 
use it to produce statistical results from their records since they may require availability of a known complete 
migration history, such as from a retrospective survey instrument. The alternative definitions are given below:  
 
4a. Circular migration is a series of at least two international migration loops (a loop is composed by a 
sequence of moves originating from and returning to a specific country) made by the same person, and where 
the duration of stay in each country is at least twelve months. 
 
4b. Short-term circular migration is a series of at least two international migration loops (a loop is composed by 
a sequence of moves originating from and returning to a specific country) made by the same person, and 
where the duration of stay in each country is at least three months (and less than 12 months). 
 
4c. Circular migration is a series of at least two international migration loops (a loop is composed by a 
sequence of moves originating from and returning to a specific country) made by the same person.  
 
DATA SOURCES 
 
The use of many different data sources will be attempted in the measurement of circular migration. As far as 
we are aware, some countries have already tried to carry out this measurement resorting to information 
available from traditional sources without developing a specific one. A preliminary assessment of these 
sources, focusing on the dimensions that have been identified as well as on their advantages and their 
limitations, follows. Table 2 below tries to summarize the discussion. 
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Population censuses have been used in the past in the study of international migration through questions 
regarding country of birth or citizenship, year or period of (first or last) arrival in the country and, in some cases, 
inquiring about country of residence at a specified date in the past. Given their universality, small 
subpopulations such as migrants may be accurately measured and even disaggregated by nationality, age or 
sex. However, under the above circumstances information about at most two entries in the country by a 
resident can be obtained. When a suitable indirect respondent is found, questions such as the above could be 
asked about emigrants but they are expected to be under enumerated. An undercount of non-registered aliens 
is also to be expected. Also, the infrequent collection of census information may lead to an undercount of 
circular migrants. It is clear that many more questions have to be added for a complete migration history with 
dates of arrival/departure, country of origin/destination, purpose and others, to be available but that this is 
unlikely. Even if they were included, problems of recall by direct and, possibly worse, by indirect respondents 
have to be faced. 
 
Many instances of administrative data have also been used to measure migration. Among them population 
registers, border controls, visa, and work or residence permits are the most usual. They all have pros and cons 
for the measurement of circular migration.  
 
Population registers, for instance, can record repetitiveness and frequency if repeated moves in and out of the 
country are continuously registered. For residents in the country current location is available but it is not always 
possible to know where a person moved to or where he/she came from in between entries. Registration dates 
are useful for measuring duration between repeated moves in and out of the country. However regarding 
purpose or reason for move, or developmental impact they provide no information. In the first case, it may be 
possible to link with visa or work permit systems to gain some insight regarding purpose but this does not 
happen with the second. In similarity to censuses, they are assumed to have universal coverage; for this 
reason, they would also allow for different types of disaggregation. They can potentially follow an individual 
over their lifetime assuming they go back far enough. However, people do not always notify authorities when 
they leave, nor when they come back, particularly if the move is originally of a temporary nature. Recent 
immigrants may not be asked to register for a while and does not cover “irregular” migrants at all resulting in a 
possible undercount in the case of non-registered aliens in general.  
 
Border control data once in electronic format could help measure time between entrances or exits, through time 
and date of arrival or departure, but little else. Country of origin or destination, when different from the 
bordering one, is not usually recorded; neither would be purpose (unless accompanied by border survey) nor 
developmental impact. As with other sources disaggregation by nationality, sex or age is a possibility. It should 
be made clear from the beginning if data refer to individuals, passports which change after expiration and is 
what some systems read, or merely to entry-exit pairs. Incomplete coverage is a distinct possibility given the 
presence of border free regimes in many parts of the world and unmanned land border crossing in other. It is 
necessary to recognize that this data is produced for control/monitoring purposes, not for statistical purposes, 
and is therefore outside the control of NSOs. 
 
Visa and work or residence permit systems, a popular source for measuring migration, particularly labour 
migration, in turn provide information on renewals or cancelations which do not always coincide with actual 
moves. They provide also information on the nationality of applicants, but not necessarily their country of origin 
or destination. These however may be the only sources with clearer information on purpose or reason to move, 
but as the most of the rest none about developmental impact. Incomplete coverage is to be expected since 
they only cover legal residents. Also, visa-free regimes do not need visas though migrants are supposed to 
register. 
 
As with many other topics, when a suitable registration system is not yet in operation, an ad-hoc household 
survey may fill the gap for the measurement of circular migration, alone or in combination with other sources. 
Other general- or specific-purpose surveys may also provide information regarding this topic with limitations 
similar to those of a population census.  
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Table 2.- Data sources for measuring circular migration 
 MIGRATION HISTORY 

DATA SOURCE 
MOVING DATES 

FROM TO PURPOSE TOTAL 
EARNINGS 

TRAINING 
AREA 

LEVEL 
ATTAINED 
OR OTHER IN OUT 

POPULATION 
CENSUSES, 

ONCE EVERY 5 
OR 10 YEARS 

LIMITED 

LIMITED 
EVEN IF 

ADEQUATE 
RESPONDE
NT FOUND 

LIMITED 

LIMITED TO 
1 IF 

ADEQUATE 
RESPONDE
NT FOUND 

HARD BUT 
COULD BE 

ADDED 

HARD BUT 
COULD BE 

ADDED 

HARD 
BUT 

COULD 
BE 

ADDED 

HARD BUT 
COULD BE 

ADDED 

POPULATION 
REGISTERS, 

CONTINUOUS, 
NO “IRREGULAR” 

BASED ON RE- AND 
DE-REGISTRATION IF 
COMPULSORY AND  

LIMITED HARD TO 
GET 

FROM 
VISAS NO NO NO 

BORDER 
CONTROL, 

CONTINUOUS 
YES IF ELECTRONIC 

NO OR 
ADDITION
AL FORM 

NO OR 
ADDITIONA

L FORM 

NO OR 
ADDITIONA

L FORM 

NO OR 
ADDITIONA

L FORM 

NO OR 
ADDITION
AL FORM 

NO OR 
ADDITIONA

L FORM 
VISA / WORK OR 

RESIDENCE 
PERMIT 

YES YES YES YES NO NO NO 

GENERAL 
PURPOSE 

HOUSEHOLD 
SURVEY, 

FREQUENT, 
SAMPLING 

ISSUES 

YES, APPROX. IF 
ADEQUATE 

RESPONDENT FOUND 
LIMITED 

LIMITED TO 
1 IF 

ADEQUATE 
RESPONDE
NT FOUND 

HARD BUT 
COULD BE 

ADDED 

HARD BUT 
COULD BE 

ADDED 

HARD 
BUT 

COULD 
BE 

ADDED 

HARD BUT 
COULD BE 

ADDED 

DEMOGRAPHIC 
OR MIGRATION 
HOUSEHOLD 

SURVEY, 
INFREQUENT, 

SAMPLING 
ISSUES 

YES, APPROX. IF 
ADEQUATE 

RESPONDENT FOUND 
YES YES YES YES YES YES 

BIG DATA:        
MOBILE 

CONTINUOUS IF  
LINE IS KEPT 

YES, APPROX. YES SAME CONDITIONS NO NO NO NO 

TWEETER 
CONTINUOUS 
ACCOUNT IS 

SAME, ALL 
POSTINGS 

PUBLIC, FREE 
ACCESS TO 1% 

FILTERED 
SAMPLE 

YES, APPROX IF CELL 
PHONE USED AND GPS 

LOCATION ENABLED 
YES SAME CONDITIONS NO NO NO NO 

FACEBOOK 
CONTINUOUS 
ACCOUNT IS 

SAME, NOT ALL 
POSTINGS 

PUBLIC 

NO ? ? NO NO NO NO 

 
Demographic surveys, in particular, lend themselves naturally to include questions regarding migration 
histories since many already do so for pregnancies. Migration specific surveys represent another possibility. In 
this case it can ask questions about reasons for individual moves and even regarding developmental impact, 
which would have to be defined (possibly through remittances sent/received, use of remittances, characteristics 
before first move compared to now,  what skills brings back to country of origin, what skills bring to country of 
destination, etc.). In spite of all the apparent advantages for measuring circular migration it must be recognized 
that specialized migration surveys are normally not collected regularly. Sampling issues to identify circular 
migrants (who are likely to be a rare population) may be present; thus they also may need a relatively large or 
specialized (over/targeted) sample (may even need to use non-probabilistic methods). As for a census, recall 
issues will also be present. Question sensitivity issues (especially if moves were unauthorized) may have to be 
dealt with. 
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Newer information sources which may prove useful in the production of official statistics, in general, and for 
circular migration, in particular, are being looked into by national and multinational statistical agencies. In 
particular, encompassed in the term “Big Data”, information about cell-phone use or about geo-located tweets 
on both sides of a border or from two or more countries may prove useful to follow short- and long-term 
migrants. In this fashion, it can be known how often an individual used a device (assuming the device is not 
shared between people or the person is not using a different sim card). In all cases it can be known where the 
user is when device is used. Time between uses in different levels of geography can be seen. Since only 
usage is followed, purpose of move or developmental impact cannot be determined. In all cases we are looking 
at real time data (from the phone company or a sample from Tweeter) which tracks actual physical geography 
(GPS coordinates, location at time of call/text, etc.). Of course there are limitations in the form of 
undercoverage (limited to users) and of privacy concerns. The mobile data may follow devices rather than 
individuals and individuals could have more than one electronic device (e.g. different sim cards for different 
countries). In all cases, data is not under control of NSO, but produced by others with whom agreements must 
be entered in order to gain access (difficult/expensive to get?). In the Twitter case, a world filtered free 1% 
sample may be obtained which may however amount to several Gigabytes over a short period. Even if it does 
not measure residency, but just physical presence, thus “change of (country of) usual residence” may be all we 
can measure. 
 
Next steps 
 
It remains for the task force to finish a number of tasks. 
 
a) Assess data needed to implement various definitions, current data sources available, data limitations, and 

other data needs; 
b) Produce and evaluate estimates created using various definitions and their potential impact on other 

population statistics; 
c) Propose a common international statistical definition of circular migration. 
 
During the most recent teleconference (August 2014), some discussion of the UNECE draft document on data 
sources was held.  It was agreed that further development of the topic was needed, particularly with regards to 
the use of household surveys, as this was one of the only sources for which it would possible to collect 
complete migration histories, and thus look at actual circular migration patterns.  What questions would be 
needed, what surveys already exist, and limitations of survey instruments for measuring circular migration need 
to be discussed.  The topic of “big data” was discussed, and it was agreed that there was currently no clear cut 
way to use this to help in the measurement of circular migration, though it was certainly open for discussion.  
Some discussion on the ability of population censuses to measure circular migration was also held.   
 
Three national statistical offices (Statistics Austria-Statistik Austria, Statistics Sweden-Statistika Centralbyrån 
and Statistics Estonia-Eesti Statistika) have kindly agreed to test one or more the proposed alternatives. 
Austria has pointed out that it would not be difficult for them to produce the requested outputs to test our 
operational definitions. Consideration of a ten year time period is possible. They also noted that their 
population register is limited to measuring “repeat” migration to Austria, as opposed to distinguishing “circular” 
migration, as was noted as a limitation in previous TF meetings.  It will take them about 1-2 months to produce 
the requested data. It has been stressed that it will be important to abide by data confidentiality restrictions 
when releasing the results of data for the three test countries. 
 
Finally, after all these results are evaluated, it still remains to propose a common international statistical 
definition of circular migration. Some discussion of the content and format of the final TF report has already 
taken place.  
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Appendix A 
 

Year 
Name of 

publication/stud
y 

Author Definition used for Circular 
Migration (if any) 

Oper
ation

al? 
(Y/N) 

Data sources 
Region/ 
country/ 
location 

Policy context/User needs 

Link/attachment 

2008 
 
 
 
 

Workshop on 
Creating 
Development 
Benefits 
through 
Circular 
Migration 

Global Forum 
on Migration 
and 
Development 
(GFMD) 
 

Circular migration can be 
understood as the 
temporary, recurrent 
movement of people 
between two or more 
countries mainly for 
purposes of work or study. 

No None Global Promotion of circular migration as key to international 
migration's contribution to development. Through 
circular migration, governments aim to benefit from 
complementarities between national, regional and 
global labour markets. Circular migration can be a useful 
tool for low-income or middle-income migrant source 
countries through generating remittances, investments, 
trade and enterprise networks and by improving the 
human capital base. Circular migration may also 
contribute to the attainment of the Millennium 
Development Goals, but cannot realistically be regarded 
as a panacea for development or as a major means to 
satisfy more general development objectives. Source 
countries can make better systematic use of the 
potential benefits of circular migration by linking it to 
national development strategies and human resources 
planning. Seen as benefiting host country, migrant, and 
migrant's counry of origin. Circular migration can 
alleviate host countries' labour needs and increase their 
economic production, providing a temporary workforce 
able to fill emerging labour and skill shortages. In 
countries of origin it can provide unemployment relief 
and both financial and human capital, as well as mitigate 
population loss and braindrain due to outmigration. 
Indvidual migrants also benefit via increased income, 
greater work experience, and the development of their 
human capital. 

http://www.gfmd.org/do
cuments/manila/gfmd_m
anila08_contribution_to_
rt2-
1_workshop_mauritius_2
008_en.pdf 
No documents attached 
 
 

2011 
 
 
 
 

Temporary 
and Circular 
Migration: 
empirical 
evidence, 
current policy 
practice 
and future 
options in EU 

European 
Migration 
Network 
(EMN) / 
European 
Commission 
 

A repetition of legal 
migration by the same 
person between two or 
more countries. 

Yes Austria: 
Registrations and 
de-registrations 
from the Central 
Register of 
Residence. 
Germany: 
statistics from the 
Central Register of 

24 EU 
Member 
States 
participat
ed in the 
study. 
Global 
analysis of 
migration 

The aims of the study were to illustrate different policy 
preferences and approaches to temporary and circular 
migration in the EU Member States, and to provide 
evidence of their characteristics, as well as to identify 
lessons learned, best practices and possible policy 
options, which could be further explored at national and 
EU political levels. 

http://emn.intrasoft-
intl.com/Downloads/dow
nload.do;jsessionid=DB13
96B57B06F6BADE0E5C2A
A47843D9?fileID=2357 
EMN_Synthesis_Report_
Temporary_&_Circular_
Migration_PUBLICATION
_Oct_2011.pdf 

http://www.gfmd.org/documents/manila/gfmd_manila08_contribution_to_rt2-1_workshop_mauritius_2008_en.pdf
http://www.gfmd.org/documents/manila/gfmd_manila08_contribution_to_rt2-1_workshop_mauritius_2008_en.pdf
http://www.gfmd.org/documents/manila/gfmd_manila08_contribution_to_rt2-1_workshop_mauritius_2008_en.pdf
http://www.gfmd.org/documents/manila/gfmd_manila08_contribution_to_rt2-1_workshop_mauritius_2008_en.pdf
http://www.gfmd.org/documents/manila/gfmd_manila08_contribution_to_rt2-1_workshop_mauritius_2008_en.pdf
http://www.gfmd.org/documents/manila/gfmd_manila08_contribution_to_rt2-1_workshop_mauritius_2008_en.pdf
http://emn.intrasoft-intl.com/Downloads/download.do;jsessionid=DB1396B57B06F6BADE0E5C2AA47843D9?fileID=2357
http://emn.intrasoft-intl.com/Downloads/download.do;jsessionid=DB1396B57B06F6BADE0E5C2AA47843D9?fileID=2357
http://emn.intrasoft-intl.com/Downloads/download.do;jsessionid=DB1396B57B06F6BADE0E5C2AA47843D9?fileID=2357
http://emn.intrasoft-intl.com/Downloads/download.do;jsessionid=DB1396B57B06F6BADE0E5C2AA47843D9?fileID=2357
http://emn.intrasoft-intl.com/Downloads/download.do;jsessionid=DB1396B57B06F6BADE0E5C2AA47843D9?fileID=2357
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/EMN_Synthesis_Report_Temporary_%26_Circular_Migration_PUBLICATION_Oct_2011.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374664806115&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/EMN_Synthesis_Report_Temporary_%26_Circular_Migration_PUBLICATION_Oct_2011.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374664806115&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/EMN_Synthesis_Report_Temporary_%26_Circular_Migration_PUBLICATION_Oct_2011.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374664806115&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/EMN_Synthesis_Report_Temporary_%26_Circular_Migration_PUBLICATION_Oct_2011.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374664806115&api=v2
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Member 
States 

Foreign Nationals 
(AZR) on individual 
migrants’ exits 
and re-entries. 
Netherlands: 
Tracking individual 
migrants through 
national and local 
authorities’ 
databases using 
the unique 
citizen’s service 
number (BSN) 
provided to them 
after residing in 
the Member State. 
Sweden: Analysing 
entries, exits and 
re-entries on the 
basis of the 
population 
registry. 
However, only 
four out of 24 EU 
Member States 
that participated 
in the study were 
able to provide 
statistics in 
accordance with 
the definition: 
Austria, Germany, 
the Netherlands 
and Sweden 

patterns 
observed. 

EMN-study_circular-
migration_GERMANY.pdf 
 
 

2011 
 
 
 

Circular 
Migration: A 
Triple Win or a 
Dead End? 

The Global 
Union 
Research 
Network 

The phenomenon of circular 
migration means repeated 
migration experiences 
involving more than one 

No ILO / OECD Global Reviews the conceptual underpinnings and definitions of 
circular migration in different contexts and look at 
consistency in usage, in particular its differences from 
other migration programmes. Second, the paper 

2_GURN_no15-mar11-
circular-migration-a-
triple-win-or-a-dead-
end_116p.pdf 

http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/EMN-study_circular-migration_GERMANY.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374664891740&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/EMN-study_circular-migration_GERMANY.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374664891740&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/2_GURN_no15-mar11-circular-migration-a-triple-win-or-a-dead-end_116p.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650759374&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/2_GURN_no15-mar11-circular-migration-a-triple-win-or-a-dead-end_116p.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650759374&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/2_GURN_no15-mar11-circular-migration-a-triple-win-or-a-dead-end_116p.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650759374&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/2_GURN_no15-mar11-circular-migration-a-triple-win-or-a-dead-end_116p.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650759374&api=v2
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 (GURN) / ILO 
 

emigration and return. It 
should be distinguished 
from 
‘one-shot’ migration 
involving one emigration 
and permanent return, 
which is better termed as 
‘return migration’ (Vadean 
and Piracha 2009). 

examines the evolving forms of circular migration and 
their implications for a rights-based approach to labour 
migration and protection of the rights of migrant 
workers. Third, it reviews the challenges posed by 
circular migration programmes and their variants, for 
the trade union movement and other stakeholders 
concerned with protecting the rights of migrant 
workers. This is expected to contribute to the ongoing 
debates within the trade union movement and civil 
society, the International Labour Organization and 
beyond. 

 
No documents attached 
No documents attached 
 
 

2009 
 
 
 
 

Circular 
Migration or 
Permanent 
Return: What 
Determines 
Different 
Forms of 
Migration? 

The Institute 
for the Study 
of Labor (IZA) 
 

The repeated back and forth 
movements between the 
home country and one or 
more countries of 
destination 

No Albanian 
household survey 
data 

Albania Addresses the following questions: To what extent do 
the socio-economic characteristics of circular/repeat 
migrants differ from migrants who return permanently 
to the home country after their first trip (i.e. return 
migrants)? and What determines each of these 
distinctive temporary migration forms? 

http://www.cepr.org/me
ets/wkcn/2/2405/papers
/vadeanfinal.pdf 
No documents attached 

2013 
 
 
 
 

Background 
paper on 
International 
And Regional 
Labour 
Mobility And 
Its Impact On 
Development 

IOM LHD 
series 
 

The fluid movement of 
people between countries, 
including temporary or 
permanent movement 
which, when it occurs 
voluntarily and is linked to 
labour needs of countries of 
origin and destination, can 
be beneficial to all involved.’ 

No None Global Provides a brief overview of recent international and 
regional labour mobility, The second part of the paper 
establishes the linkages between labour mobility and 
development in both origin and destination countries as 
well as at the regional and global levels. The third part of 
the paper then turns to policies to enhance the 
developmental impacts of labour mobility at all levels. A 
final substantive section is devoted to protecting the 
rights of labour migrants, in recognition that rights are 
integral to realizing their potential for development. 

2013_IOM_LHD_ Series_ 
Background_Paper_Labo
ur_mobility_impact_Dev
elopment.pdf 
No links provided 
No documents attached 

 

2009 
 
 
 
 

Circular 
Migration and 
Human 
Development 

UNDP 
 

Often seasonal or periodic 
migration for work (in 
agriculture, fishing, hunting, 
or market commerce), for 
survival (during droughts, 
for example), or as a life-
cycle process (as is often the 
case for students). 

No None Global Explores the human development implications of 
circular migration — both where it 
occurs naturally and where governments work to create 
it. The paper discusses various 
conceptions and definitions of circular migration, and 
concludes that circular migration is not 
intrinsically positive or negative in relation to human 
development; its impact depends upon the 

UNDP_2009_Circular_Mi
gration_Human_Hevelop
ment.pdf 
No documents attached 
 
 

http://www.cepr.org/meets/wkcn/2/2405/papers/vadeanfinal.pdf
http://www.cepr.org/meets/wkcn/2/2405/papers/vadeanfinal.pdf
http://www.cepr.org/meets/wkcn/2/2405/papers/vadeanfinal.pdf
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/2013_IOM_LHD_%20Series_%20Background_Paper_Labour_mobility_impact_Development.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650456321&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/2013_IOM_LHD_%20Series_%20Background_Paper_Labour_mobility_impact_Development.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650456321&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/2013_IOM_LHD_%20Series_%20Background_Paper_Labour_mobility_impact_Development.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650456321&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/2013_IOM_LHD_%20Series_%20Background_Paper_Labour_mobility_impact_Development.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650456321&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/UNDP_2009_Circular_Migration_Human_Hevelopment.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650618934&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/UNDP_2009_Circular_Migration_Human_Hevelopment.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650618934&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/UNDP_2009_Circular_Migration_Human_Hevelopment.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650618934&api=v2
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Sometimes this included 
migrants who cross 
international borders — 
such as in Western and 
Southern Africa — but often 
these boundaries were 
porous and cut across 
ethnically cohesive and 
commercially integrated 
regions. 

circumstances in which it occurs, the constraints that 
surround it and—above all—the degree of 
choice that individuals can exercise over their own 
mobility. The human-development lens 
distinguishes between de facto circular migration and 
circular migration that occurs within the 
parameters of government programs. 
Keywords: Circular migration, dual citizenship, forced 
migrants 

2007 
 
 
 
 

EC 
communicatio
n paper on 
Circular 
migration and 
mobility 
partnerships 

GFMD 
 

The Commission indicates 
that the two main forms of 
circular migration which 
could be most relevant in 
the EU context are: 

• that of third‑country 
nationals residing in the 
EU, such as business 
people from third 
countries working in the 
EU and wishing to start 
an activity in their 
country of origin or in 
another third country; 

• that of third‑country 
nationals established 
outside the EU, such as 
nationals wishing to 
engage in seasonal or 
temporary work within 
the EU or to study there 
before returning to their 
country. 

 None European 
Union and 
third 
countries 

This communication focuses on two aspects: mobility 
partnerships and circular migration. Regarding the first 
aspect, the Commission is planning exploratory contacts 
with a series of countries potentially interested. 
Regarding the second aspect, it is planning to launch a 
consultation process lasting at least three months. 

http://europa.eu/legislati
on_summaries/justice_fr
eedom_security/free_mo
vement_of_persons_asyl
um_immigration/l14564_
en.htm 
No documents attached 
 
 

2011 
 
 

IOM Glossary 
on Migration 

IOM 
 

The fluid movement of 
people between 
countries,including 

No None Global Moving the international 
community toward a common language when discussing 
migration issues. Uniformity of usage of terms serves to 

Glossary_iom_2nd_ed_2
011_eng.pdf 
No documents attached 

http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/Glossary_iom_2nd_ed_2011_eng.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650122176&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/Glossary_iom_2nd_ed_2011_eng.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374650122176&api=v2
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temporary or long-term 
movement which may be 
beneficial to all involved, if 
occurring voluntarily and 
linked to the labour needs of 
countries of origin and 
destination 

greatly enhance research and statistics gathering, and 
the exchange of information between and among 
States. Mutual understanding of critical terms 
is therefore an important first step in achieving 
coordinated responses to the challenges of global 
migration. 

 
 

2011 
 
 
 
 

Reports by the 
Swedish 
Parliamentary 
Committee on 
Circular 
Migration and 
Development 
(2010/2011) 

Swedish 
Committee 
on Circular 
Migration 
and 
Development 
 

"Circular migration can be 
understood as back-and 
forth mobility which can 
promote development in 
both countries of origin and 
destination, as well as 
benefit migrants 
themselves." 
Apart from that, the 
Committee stated that 
“there is no uniform 
definition of the concept of 
circular migration, and the 
Committee sees no reason 
to confine itself to a narrow 
definition.” Instead, it was of 
the view that the concept 
could include many different 
forms of migration. The 
Committee also stated that 
it is spontaneous circular 
migration – in contrast to 
the managed form that 
takes place within specific 
programmes and projects – 
which was the most relevant 
for Sweden, and the form 
which should be promoted: 
“Spontaneous circular 
migration takes place when 
there is an enabling 

Yes The main source 
of data used was 
the Swedish 
population 
registry, which 
includes data on 
all persons who 
have a legal right 
to stay and intend 
to stay for at least 
12 months. 
Among much 
other statistical 
information, data 
from the 
population 
registry include 
the citizenship, 
country of birth, 
and the previous 
country of 
residence (before 
moving to 
Sweden) of all 
persons living in 
the country. 
Cross-
classifications are 
possible. 

Sweden/G
lobal 
migration 
involving 
Sweden 

In July 2009, the Swedish Government decided to 
appoint a cross-party Parliamentary Committee to 
examine the connection between circular migration and 
development. The Committee’s task was to map out 
circular migration, to identify factors that influence 
migrants’ opportunities to move between Sweden and 
their countries of origin, and to propose measures to 
remove obstacles to mobility. 
The Committee identified in particular three groups of 
migrants that have a potential of influencing the 
development in their countries of origin: labour 
migrants, international students and entrepreneurs. It 
proposed several measures to facilitate circular 
migration, such as an exemption to the rule that a 
permanent residence permit is to be revoked when 
residence ceases. It was also proposed to further 
increase possibilities of labour migrants, entrepreneurs 
and international students to come to Sweden. Other 
proposals concerned an improved portability of social 
security benefits between Sweden and third countries 
and involvement of diasporas in the development in 
countries of origin. 
Proposals are currently being reviewed within the 
Swedish Government. 

Final report (2011), 
including a summary in 
English: 
http://www.regeringen.s
e/content/1/c6/16/51/52
/8ab268ca.pdf 
Interim report (2010),  
including a summary in 
English: 
http://www.regeringen.s
e/content/1/c6/14/67/77
/60c3ebd9.pdf 
 
Final_report_2011.pdf 
Interim_report_2010.pdf 
No documents attached 
 
 

http://www.regeringen.se/content/1/c6/16/51/52/8ab268ca.pdf
http://www.regeringen.se/content/1/c6/16/51/52/8ab268ca.pdf
http://www.regeringen.se/content/1/c6/16/51/52/8ab268ca.pdf
http://www.regeringen.se/content/1/c6/14/67/77/60c3ebd9.pdf
http://www.regeringen.se/content/1/c6/14/67/77/60c3ebd9.pdf
http://www.regeringen.se/content/1/c6/14/67/77/60c3ebd9.pdf
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/Final_report_2011.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374664454667&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/Interim_report_2010.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1374664587928&api=v2


Working paper 25 

15 
 

Year 
Name of 

publication/stud
y 

Author Definition used for Circular 
Migration (if any) 

Oper
ation

al? 
(Y/N) 

Data sources 
Region/ 
country/ 
location 

Policy context/User needs 

Link/attachment 

legislative framework which 
facilitates mobility". 

2008 
 

 

EMN Ad-Hoc 
Query on 
circular 
migration 
schemes 

EMN 
 

 No  EU  No links provided 
Ad-hoc query on circular 
migrations schemes.doc 

2002 
 
 
 
 

MIGRACIÓN 
INTERNACION
AL Y 
DERECHOS 
HUMANOS, ch. 
6 

Bustamante, 
Jorge A. 
 

"Process through which a 
migrant, legally or not, 
alternates his/her place of 
residence between origin or 
destination country, until 
eventually settling down in 
either of them due to age or 
family reunion." 
Based on the notion of a 
migrant's "migration career 
(history)" defined as a 
sequence of loops, complete 
or not. 

Yes EMIF: Survey, with 
a special sampling 
design, devoted to 
measuring 
number of 
crossings of the 
US-Mexico border 
in both directions. 
Information has 
been collected 
regularly since 
1986. 

México-
USA 
border 

 http://biblio.juridicas.una
m.mx/libros/libro.htm?l=
296 
No documents attached 
 
 

2003 
 
 
 
 

Summary 
Report:“Discus
sion on 
Migration and 
Development: 
Using 
Remittances 
and Circular 
Migration as 
Drivers for 
Development” 

Kevin O'Neil, 
Migration 
Policy 
Institute 
 

"migrants return to their 
sending country, once or 
many times over a period of 
time" 

No   The report summarizes the presentations and 
conversation that took place during the Migration Policy 
Institute-Migration Information Source meeting on 
“Using Remittances and Circular Migration as Drivers for 
Development” hosted by the Center for Comparative 
Immigration Studies at the University of California San 
Diego on April 11 and 12, 2003. 

http://www.migrationpol
icy.org/pubs/sandiegorep
ort.doc 
No documents attached 
 
 

http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/Ad-hoc%20query%20on%20%20circular%20migrations%20schemes.doc?version=1&modificationDate=1374841188959&api=v2
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/download/attachments/83297330/Ad-hoc%20query%20on%20%20circular%20migrations%20schemes.doc?version=1&modificationDate=1374841188959&api=v2
http://biblio.juridicas.unam.mx/libros/libro.htm?l=296
http://biblio.juridicas.unam.mx/libros/libro.htm?l=296
http://biblio.juridicas.unam.mx/libros/libro.htm?l=296
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/sandiegoreport.doc
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/sandiegoreport.doc
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/sandiegoreport.doc
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2008 
 
 
 
 

Circular 
Migration: Is it 
relevant for 
the South and 
East of the 
Mediterranean
? 

Philippe 
Fargues, 
CARIM 
 

"temporary, renewable, 
circulatory, legal, respectful 
of the migrant's rights, and 
managed in such a way as to 
optimize labour markets at 
both ends, in sending and 
receiving countries" 

No  Southern 
and 
Eastern 
Mediterra
nean 
countries 

Examines migration trends in Southern and Eastern 
Mediterranean countries and proposes way to optimize 
the circular migration. 

http://www.eui.eu/Perso
nal/fargues/Documents/
CARIM_AS%26N_2008_4
0.pdf 
No documents attached 
 

2007 
 
 
 
 

Circular 
Migration: 
Counts of Exits 
and 
Years Away 
from the Host 
Country 

Amelie 
Constant and 
Klaus F. 
Zimmermann 
 

Guestworkers who have left 
Germany (at least once) 

Yes German 
Socioeconomic 
Panel (GSOEP) 

Germany, 
and the 
so-called 
guestwork
er 
countries, 
e.g. Italy, 
Greece, 
Spain, ex-
Yugoslavia 
and 
Turkey 

 http://www.econstor.eu/
bitstream/10419/34633/
1/545572290.pdf 
No documents attached 
 

2007 
 
 
 
 

Circular 
Migration and 
Development: 
Trends, Policy 
Routes, and 
Ways Forward. 
Policy Brief. 

Dovelyn 
Rannveig 
Agunias and 
Kathleen 
Newland, 
Migration 
Policy 
Institute 
 

A: Permanent migration and 
(generations later) 
permanent return; 
B: Permanent migration and 
temporary return; 
C: Temporary migration and 
temporary return; 
D: Temporary migration and 
permanent return. 
The term 'permanent 
migrants' refers to those 
who have permanent 
residency or citizenship in 
their adopted countries. 

No    http://www.migrationpol
icy.org/pubs/migdevpb_0
41807.pdf 
No documents attached 
 
 

http://www.eui.eu/Personal/fargues/Documents/CARIM_AS%26N_2008_40.pdf
http://www.eui.eu/Personal/fargues/Documents/CARIM_AS%26N_2008_40.pdf
http://www.eui.eu/Personal/fargues/Documents/CARIM_AS%26N_2008_40.pdf
http://www.eui.eu/Personal/fargues/Documents/CARIM_AS%26N_2008_40.pdf
http://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/34633/1/545572290.pdf
http://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/34633/1/545572290.pdf
http://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/34633/1/545572290.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/migdevpb_041807.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/migdevpb_041807.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/migdevpb_041807.pdf
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2012 
 
 
 
 

Circular 
Migration: A 
View from 
Destination 
Households in 
Two Urban 
Informal 
Settlements in 
South Africa 

Dorrit Posel 
and Colin 
Marx, in 
Development 
Studies 
 

Having dual household 
membership 
(although the authors do not 
find that this is a sufficient 
measure) 

Yes Sample study South 
Africa 

 No links provided 
No documents attached 

 

1971 
 
 
 
 

The 
Hypothesis of 
the Mobility 
Transition 

Wilbur 
Zelinsky, in 
Geographical 
Review 
 

"Circulation denotes a great 
variety of movements, 
usually short-term, 
repetitive, or cyclical in 
nature, but all having in 
common the lack of any 
declared intention of a 
permanent or long-lasting 
change in residence." 

No    http://www.cedir.fr/cedi
r2/wp-
content/uploads/2012/0
7/ZELINSKY-Wilbur-The-
hypothesis-of-the-
mobility-transition-
Geographical-Review.pdf 
No documents attached 

2012 
 
 
 
 

The Economics 
of Circular 
Migration 

Amelie F. 
Constant, 
Olga 
Nottmeyer, 
Klaus F. 
Zimmermann
,IZA 
 

The systematic and regular 
movement of migrants 
between their homelands 
and foreign countries 
typically seeking work. 
Circular migration should be 
differentiated 
from the one-time 
emigration or out-migration 
and the eventual permanent 
return migration. 

    http://ftp.iza.org/dp6940
.pdf 
No documents attached 
 
 

 

http://www.cedir.fr/cedir2/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/ZELINSKY-Wilbur-The-hypothesis-of-the-mobility-transition-Geographical-Review.pdf
http://www.cedir.fr/cedir2/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/ZELINSKY-Wilbur-The-hypothesis-of-the-mobility-transition-Geographical-Review.pdf
http://www.cedir.fr/cedir2/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/ZELINSKY-Wilbur-The-hypothesis-of-the-mobility-transition-Geographical-Review.pdf
http://www.cedir.fr/cedir2/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/ZELINSKY-Wilbur-The-hypothesis-of-the-mobility-transition-Geographical-Review.pdf
http://www.cedir.fr/cedir2/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/ZELINSKY-Wilbur-The-hypothesis-of-the-mobility-transition-Geographical-Review.pdf
http://www.cedir.fr/cedir2/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/ZELINSKY-Wilbur-The-hypothesis-of-the-mobility-transition-Geographical-Review.pdf
http://www.cedir.fr/cedir2/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/ZELINSKY-Wilbur-The-hypothesis-of-the-mobility-transition-Geographical-Review.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp6940.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp6940.pdf

