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Decision 1:  New data sources – accessibility and use (agenda item 2)  

1. The Conference recognized the opportunities and challenges that statistical offices have 

encountered in using new data sources, and the skills staff need to use these data sources 

successfully. The Conference proposed to develop an action plan focusing on the following 

key issues related to data access and data skills:  

(a) Communicating importance of data access to politicians (aiming for potential 

legislative changes in future); 

(b) Technical standards, including a focus on geographic detail; 

(c) Case studies of sustainable partnerships with the private sector; 

(d) Identifying the jobs, skills, and strategies to advance the use of new and alternative 

data; 

(e) Identifying cross-country and cross-organizational pilot projects related to data skills 

needed for new and alternative data.  

2. The work should take into account and coordinate with the existing initiatives (e.g. HLG-

MOS) and platforms (e.g. the Global Data Platform and UN Global Working Group on Big 

Data for Official Statistics). 

3. The Conference decided to set up an informal Task Team, led by Switzerland and the 

United States, to develop an action plan on access to data and the necessary skills to follow up 

on the conclusions of the seminar. Denmark, Slovenia, Sweden, HLG-MOS, UNSD and Prof. 

Frauke Kreuter (University of Maryland and University of Mannheim) agreed to participate in 

the Task Team. The Team will prepare a concept note on how to move forward in this area by 
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end of September. The CES Bureau will discuss in October 2019 how to implement the 

proposed follow-up actions.  

Decision 2: Rules governing the work of the Conference of European Statisticians 

(agenda item 3)  

4. The plenary session approved the updated Rules governing the work of the Conference 

of European Statisticians and its Bureau and related Guidelines for the establishment and 

functioning of teams of specialists within CES and Procedure for adopting products and 

recommendations by CES (ECE/CES/2019/2). 

5. The Conference took note of the renovation of the Palais des Nations in Geneva during 

the coming six years. Members of the Conference of European Statisticians were encouraged 

to express interest in hosting future plenary sessions of the Conference and selected expert 

meetings convened under the Conference. 

6. Russian Federation expressed interest in hosting the plenary session of the Conference in 

future. 

Decision 3: Measuring hazardous events and disasters (agenda item 4a)  

7. The Conference endorsed the Recommendations on the role of official statistics in 

measuring hazardous events and disasters, subject to the amendments presented in document 

ECE/CES/2019/3/Add.1. Developing criteria for identifying small, medium, and large-scale 

disasters, and a clarification about the need to align the Disaster Related Statistics Framework 

and Sendai framework methodologies with existing statistical standards and frameworks will 

be added to the list of issues for further work.  

8. The Conference commended the chair of the Task Force, Italy, for successfully leading 

this challenging work. The Conference supported the continuation of the work on statistical 

operationalisation of measuring hazardous events and disasters, as well as on other issues for 

further work listed in chapter 9 of the Recommendations. The Bureau will discuss any follow-

up work at its October 2019 meeting. 

Decision 4: Measuring older populations in institutions (agenda item 4b)  

9. The Conference endorsed the Recommendations on measuring older populations in 

institutions, subject to the amendments presented in document ECE/CES/2019/6/Add.1, and 

commended the chair, the United Kingdom, for leading the work. The CES Bureau will discuss 

how to take forward the issues for further work identified in the Recommendations. 



3 
 

10. UNICEF pointed out that there are also information gaps about youth and children, for 

example children in residential care and violence against children, and called for CES to 

address these gaps. 

Decision 5: Statistics for Sustainable Development Goals (agenda item 5)  

11. The Conference welcomed the good progress made in implementing the CES Road Map 

on statistics for SDGs presented in document ECE/CES/2019/8. The Conference highly 

appreciated the piloting of data flows from countries to custodian agencies responsible for SDG 

indicators carried out by a Task Team led by France and Turkey. Thirty-seven countries and 

seven custodian agencies participated in the two voluntary pilots covering 20 SDG indicators. 

The results of the pilots were communicated to the global working groups, and led to many 

practical recommendations to improve the data flows, SDG indicator methodologies and 

metadata.  

12. The Conference encouraged countries and organizations to contribute to the preparation 

of the Second Edition of the Road Map. The Second Edition should focus on practical advice 

to reduce the burden and simplify the work on statistics for SDGs. 

Decision 6: Regional platform on statistics for Sustainable Development Goals (agenda 

item 5)  

13. The Conference supported developing a UNECE regional platform on statistics for SDGs 

composed of three elements and building on the available UNECE infrastructure and MDG 

experience, as presented in document ECE/CES/2019/8/Add.1. The knowledge hub was 

considered very important.  

14. The Conference asked the Secretariat to implement the proposal together with a Task 

Team composed of Denmark (lead), Poland, Russian Federation, Sweden and the United 

Kingdom, considering the following points:  

(a) The database should make use of existing sources, such as databases of UNSD, 

Eurostat, OECD, CIS-Stat, etc.  

(b) A regional platform can be an additional incentive for countries to set up National 

Reporting Platforms on SDG indicators. However, the workload in obtaining 

country data should not be underestimated. There should be a balance between 

ambitions and feasibility. 
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(c) If different data from countries and international databases are presented side by 

side, the differences should be clearly explained to avoid confusing users. 

15. Progress report on the regional platform on statistics for SDGs should be presented to the 

Bureau and the Conference. 

Decision 7: Rotation of members of IAEG-SDG and HLG-PCCB from UNECE region 

(agenda item 5)  

16. The Conference took note of the rotation of the members of IAEG-SDG and HLG-PCCB 

from UNECE region for the 2019-2021 term. The nominations were sent to UNSD on 14 June 

2019. 

Decision 8: Emerging role of national statistical offices as offices for statistics and data 

(agenda item 6)  

17. The Conference discussed the emerging role of national statistical offices (NSOs) as 

potential data stewards for national governments. NSOs in many countries are encountering a 

range of opportunities and challenges related to the development of national data 

infrastructures and ecosystems, and are seeking ways to influence these developments and re-

define their roles accordingly. 

18. The Conference identified the following actions for the way forward: 

(a) A follow-up seminar will take place at the 2020 CES plenary session dealing with 

the implementation of the new role of NSOs in an era of expanded possibilities. 

The seminar could lead to creating a toolkit for good practice and leadership of 

NSOs in national data ecosystems. The seminar should have a practical focus 

moving from thinking to implementation. It should include case studies and 

considerations of the impact of the new role on core activities of NSOs, as well as 

the importance of soft skills linked to communication and strategic partnerships. 

Implications for trust and ethics could also be considered.  

(b) An informal Task Team (consisting of Albania, Canada, Estonia (lead), Ireland, 

Italy, the Netherlands, Poland and the UNECE Secretariat) will reflect on the 

results of the 2019 seminar and prepare a paper synthesising the experience and 

different approaches demonstrated at the seminar, proposals made at the 

Conference, and a possible action plan with issues to be taken forward. The paper 
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will also propose next steps for discussion by the CES Bureau. This paper will 

provide a key input to the 2020 follow-up seminar. 

19. The Conference asked the Bureau to discuss the follow-up and decide on further steps at 

its October 2019 meeting.  

Decision 9: Leading, composite and sentiment indicators (agenda item 4c)  

20. The Conference endorsed Guidelines on producing leading, composite and sentiment 

indicators (ECE/CES/2019/4/Rev.1) and commended the chairs, Sweden and Denmark, who 

lead the work. The Conference asked the CES Bureau to follow up on possible further work 

and exchange of experience in the area of leading, composite and sentiment indicators. 

Decision 10: Satellite account for education and training (agenda item 4d)  

21. The Conference endorsed Satellite Account for Education and Training: Compilation 

Guide (ECE/CES/2019/5/Rev.1) and commended the chair, Norway, for the excellent 

leadership of the Task Force. Countries are encouraged to further test the proposed framework 

and share the results, challenges and any solutions they develop. The Conference asked the 

joint UNECE/Eurostat/OECD Group of Experts on National Accounts to provide a forum for 

exchanging such experience. UNECE will communicate with UNSD to ensure a wider uptake 

of this guide at the global level.  

Decision 11: Strategic communications framework (agenda item 4e)  

22. The Conference endorsed the Strategic communications framework 

(ECE/CES/2019/7/Rev.1) developed under HLG-MOS and encouraged countries to make use 

of the framework. The value of case studies from countries was highlighted. The Conference 

supported the continuation of the work in Phase 2 of the framework.   

Decision 12: Work of the High-level Group for the Modernisation of Official Statistics 

(agenda item 7)  

23. The Conference approved the annual report of the High-Level Group for the 

Modernisation of Official Statistics (HLG-MOS), including the outcomes of the activities 

carried out in 2018 and plans for the rest of 2019 (ECE/CES/2019/10).  

24. The Conference strongly supported the continuation of the work on modernization of 

official statistics. National and international statistical organizations were invited to support 

the HLG-MOS work programme and to become partners in the Statistical Modernization 

Community. 
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25. The Conference endorsed the new versions of GSBPM (5.1) and GAMSO (1.2) 

(ECE/CES/2019/10/Add.1). 

Decision 13: Selection of topics for seminars to take place during the 2020 plenary 

session of the Conference of European Statisticians (agenda item 8) 

26. Taking into account the results of the survey carried out among the CES members in May 

2019 (ECE/CES/2019/11) and the recommendation by the CES Bureau 

(ECE/CES/2019/11/Add.1), the Conference selected the following topics for seminars at the 

CES plenary session in 2020: 

(a) Seminar: Implementing the role of NSOs in an era of expanded possibilities 

 Seminar organizers: Denmark and HLG-MOS in collaboration with Albania, 

Colombia, Poland and Russian Federation. 

 Papers offered by: Ireland, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal (tbc.) and Eurostat. 

 The seminar will be a follow-up to the 2019 seminar on ‘Emerging role of NSOs 

as offices for statistics and data’. A key contribution to the seminar will be the 

paper to be prepared by the informal Task Team led by Estonia (see para 17(b)). 

(b) Seminar: Impacts of globalisation and digitalization on the future of economic 

statistics 

Seminar organizers: Finland, Canada and Norway. 

Papers offered by: Czechia, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, 

Poland, Romania, the United States and Eurostat and OECD (tbc). 

27. The seminar will build on the outcomes of the work by the Friends of the Chair Group 

on the Future of Economic Statistics and the Task Force on sharing of economic data, whose 

report is expected to be submitted to the 2020 plenary session for endorsement. 

28. The CES Bureau will discuss the organization of the seminars at its October 2019 

meeting. 

29. Discussion on better measurement of the digital transformation, informed by the 

recent activities of Eurostat, OECD and IMF in this area will be held during the October 2019 

Bureau meeting and, subsequently, as a standalone item on the agenda of the 2020 plenary 

session. 
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30. The practical implementation of models developed under the High-level Group for 

the Modernization of Official Statistics will be also discussed at the Conference, under the 

regular agenda item devoted to HLG-MOS. 

Decision 14: Strategic partnerships (agenda item 4f)  

31. The Conference welcomed the Modern partnership framework for official statistics 

(ECE/CES/2019/42) prepared by Canada following a High-Level Seminar on this topic in April 

2018. Members of the Conference were encouraged to use the framework and the associated 

maturity model, and to provide any feedback to the secretariat for possible follow-up activities.  

Decision 15: Outcomes of the in-depth reviews carried out by the Bureau of the 

Conference of European Statisticians (agenda item 9a)  

32. The Conference endorsed the outcomes of the in-depth reviews of (i) statistics and data 

on cities (based on a paper by the Netherlands and Eurostat), (ii) various types of satellite 

accounts (based on a paper by Canada), and (iii) measurement of gender identity (based on a 

paper by Canada and the United Kingdom).  

33. The Conference noted that upcoming in-depth review topics for October 2019 and 

February 2020 will be: 

(a) International migration and cross-border mobility (Mexico); 

(b) Measuring well-being in the era of “digital society”: implications for official 

statistics (Canada); 

(c) Role of statistical community in climate action (Steering Group on climate change 

related statistics chaired by Luxembourg); 

(d) Subjective poverty measures (New Zealand (tbc.) with input from the United 

States); 

34. All in-depth review papers are available at: www.unece.org/stats/ces/reviews.html. 

Decision 16: Matters arising from the sessions of Economic Commission for Europe and 

United Nations Statistical Commission (agenda item 10) 

35. The Conference reaffirmed decisions of the 68th session of the Economic Commission 

for Europe and 50th session of the United Nations Statistical Commissions that have 

implications for its work, as presented in document ECE/CES/2019/1. 
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36. The Conference encouraged countries to provide input to the 2020 comprehensive review 

of the global list of SDG indicators. An open consultation will be carried out in July-August 

2019 (see https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/2020-comp-rev/). The CES members were also 

encouraged to provide ideas for a theme for the World Statistics Day in 2020. 

Decision 17: Reports on the work of the Conference of European Statisticians, its 

Bureau and Teams of Specialists (agenda item 11a)  

37. The Conference confirmed the decisions of the CES Bureau as reflected in their meeting 

reports and approved the report on the implementation of the 2018 UNECE Statistical 

Programme (ECE/CES/2019/14 and Addenda).  

Decision 18: UNECE Statistical Programme for 2019 and Programme of Work for 2020 

(agenda item 11b)  

38. The Conference adopted the UNECE Statistical Programme for 2019 

(ECE/CES/2019/13) including the list of planned meetings, and the Programme of Work for 

2020 including the Publication Programme (ECE/CES/2019/15) and the list of meetings 

planned in 2020 (ECE/CES/2019/15/Add.1) 

39. The Conference emphasized the importance of translating into the three working 

languages of UNECE (English, French and Russian) the main documents for the CES plenary 

session and its meetings in 2019-2020 in the following areas: 

(a) Environment and multi-domain statistics  

(b) Demographic and social statistics (gender statistics, population and housing 

censuses)  

(c) Economic statistics (national accounts, global production, business registers, 

consumer prices and quality of employment)  

(d) Statistical modernization (human resources management and training)  

(e) Statistics for Sustainable Development Goals  

40. The main documents include a provisional agenda, a report and one main document 

ECE/CES/2019/for each sub-item on the agenda. For the CES plenary session, the main 

documents include in addition six documents for each sub-session. 
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Decision 19: Priorities for capacity development in South-East Europe and Eastern 

Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (UNECE Programme countries) (agenda item 11c)  

41. The Conference noted that the 17 UNECE countries eligible for capacity development 

support (“programme countries”) provided their top priority areas for capacity development in 

response to a survey conducted for the 66th plenary session, and re-confirmed them by written 

consultation in May 2019. The programme countries, and the Conference as a whole, decided 

that the priority areas for statistical capacity development in the programme countries are (i) 

statistics for SDGs, (ii) population and housing censuses, (iii) geospatial information 

management and (iv) modernizing official statistics. These priorities will be reviewed at least 

every three years. The Conference requested that the terms of reference for the UNECE 

Regional Advisor in Statistics be updated to include specific references to the importance of 

geospatial information for the programme countries. 

Decision 20: Election of the Bureau of the Conference of European Statisticians (agenda 

item 12)  

42. According to the rules governing the work of the Conference and based on the proposal 

put forward by Ms. A. Zigure, the most senior Chief Statistician present at the Conference and 

previous Vice-Chair of the Conference, the Conference elected the following members to serve 

on the Bureau for the 2019-2021 term of office:  

Ms. Marjo Bruun (Finland) as Chairperson;  

and the following Vice-Chairpersons of the Bureau:   

Mr. Stepan Mnatsakanyan (Armenia); 

Mr. Konrad Pesendorfer (Austria); 

Mr. Anil Arora (Canada);  

Mr. Padraig Dalton (Ireland); 

Mr. Julio Santaella (Mexico); 

Ms. Liz MacPherson (New Zealand); 

Mr. Dominik Rozkrut (Poland). 

Decision 21: Use of satellite image and Earth observation data in official statistics 

(agenda item 9b)  

43. The Conference welcomed the in-depth review on the use of satellite image and earth 

observation data in official statistics (ECE/CES/2019/16), endorsed its outcomes and thanked 

the authors, Canada and Mexico.  
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44. The Conference noted the growing importance of integrating statistical and geospatial 

data, particularly in the context of statistics for SDGs, and that implementation is now moving 

forward quickly in many countries. Improving skills and access to data is an essential 

requirement for progress. 

45. The Conference called for greater coordination of international activities in this field and 

reaffirmed its support for the work of the Secretariat to develop closer partnerships between 

the statistical and geospatial communities, in collaboration with the UN Committee for the 

Coordination of Statistical Activities, Eurostat, the Global Working Group on Big Data, the 

HLG-MOS project on machine learning, and the United Nations Statistics Division.  

46. The CES Bureau will reflect further on this topic at its meeting in October 2019. 

Decision 22: Date and venue of the next plenary session (agenda item 13) 

47. The 68th CES plenary session will take place on 22-24 (a.m.) June 2020 in Geneva, back-

to-back with the meeting of the OECD Committee on Statistics and Statistical Policy (24-25 

June 2020) and the plenary session of UN-GGIM: Europe, as decided by the 66th CES plenary 

session (ECE/CES/95). 
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