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The statistical protection of the European Structure of Earnings Survey data 
 
 
 
The twin ARGUS software has been applied to earnings data from several EU countries. In particular, the 
application of Mu-ARGUS to Dutch microdata from the Structure of Earnings Survey (SES) identified 
that the collapsing of the regional variable (at the NUTS 1 level) was sufficient to anonymise the 
microdata to an extremely high degree. Very similar results were obtained in Italy and the UK.  
 
Nevertheless, some individuals could still be identified. In order to deal with the small number of 
disclosive cells that remained, Tau-ARGUS was applied to the Dutch tabular data in order to remove 
any remaining risks of disclosure. In this paper the software package Tau-ARGUS is described that can 
be applied for producing safe tabular data. 
 
The main techniques used to protect sensitive information are global recoding and local suppression. The 
package Tau-ARGUS is a product developed in the SDC (Statistical Disclosure Control) project under 
the Fourth Framework Programme of the European Union. A new version of the package (that includes 
recent research results) has been released in the CASC (Computational Aspects of Statistical 
Confidentiality) project that is funded under the Fifth Framework Programme of the European Union. In 
2003 again a new version of Tau-ARGUS will be released in the CASC project. In this paper, methods 
are described that have been developed to protect tables, through various means that either alter the data 
or restrict access to them. After combining categories of the spanning variables of the tables, the 
remaining sensitive cells are suppressed using Tau-ARGUS. In this way, statistical disclosure control 
techniques help in keeping the right balance between data confidentiality and data access. 

 


