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United Nations Secretary-General announced on 29 April 2015 the appointment of 
Jean Todt as his Special Envoy for Road Safety. 

The secretariat for the UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for Road Safety is hosted in UNECE.
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OPEN LETTER FROM THE 
UN SECRETARY-GENERAL’S SPECIAL 
ENVOY FOR ROAD SAFETY

Jean Todt
UN Secretary-General’s
Special Envoy for Road Safety

December 2017

It is my belief that road traffic crashes can be largely prevented. Yet, 1.25 million deaths occur on the world’s roads 
every year and over 50 million road crash victims are left injured or disabled for life. We lose 3,500 lives on the 
roads every single day; among them are 500 children. Not only is this a tragedy for everyone involved, but a 
substantial economic burden to countries, costing an estimated 3-5% of GDP every year. Unfortunately, these numbers 
are worryingly projected to grow, and road traffic injuries are expected to become one of the leading causes of death 
by 2030, if no action is taken. 

In my role as the UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for Road Safety since April 2015, I have been advocating for 
improving road safety and increasing awareness of the magnitude of the issue. I am working to build considerable and 
sustained political commitment to improving road safety, through establishing strategic partnerships with governments, 
civil society, regional bodies, development banks and the private sector. I am extensively promoting UN Road Safety 
Conventions, which provide a strong legal framework for road safety governance. Most importantly, I am reminding 
each person I meet of our individual responsibility to the cause. Today, I am delighted to witness increased attention, 
greater political commitment, and, above all, willingness to take action towards advancing road safety. I am convinced 
that by scaling up our joint efforts we can significantly reduce the number of road fatalities and injuries. 

To date, we have managed to integrate road safety into global frameworks, such as the Decade of Action for Road 
Safety, 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the New Urban Agenda. We are also attracting increased 
global attention to road safety issue, recognizing its cross-cutting nature and its impact not only on roads and transport, 
but also on health, environment, and education. At its 70th  Session in April 2016, the UN General Assembly adopted 
the resolution A/RES/70/260, calling upon stakeholders to scale up their efforts and requesting the UN Secretary-
General to consider the possibility of establishing a UN Road Safety Trust Fund. Today, we have progressed with a 
proposal for establishment of a potential Fund, aimed at raising resources to help bridge the financing gap, and to 
support member States in their efforts towards improved road safety. 

We have generated a substantial new momentum but much remains to be done. Unlike other major public health 
issues, we have all of the solutions at hand. It is by taking stronger measures and implementing the effective solutions 
that we will resolve existing challenges and achieve solid results across the globe. The time has come to mobilize 
resources and activate a global response to the road safety crisis. I urge all road safety stakeholders to join forces and 
to take rigorous action towards achieving UN Sustainable Development Goal target 3.6, which calls for road fatalities 
and injuries to be halved by 2020, and target 11.2, which calls for safe and affordable access to sustainable 
transport systems for all by 2030. 

It is my conviction that we can reverse the anticipated trend, reduce road traffic fatalities and injuries, and ultimately, 
save many lives. Safe roads can and should become a reality for everyone, and together, we can make it happen. 

United Nations Secretary-General announced on 29 April 2015 the appointment of 
Jean Todt as his Special Envoy for Road Safety. 

The secretariat for the UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for Road Safety is hosted in UNECE.



2

SPECIAL ENVOY 
FOR ROAD SAFETY
BIOGRAPHY

RALLY CO-DRIVER

In 1966, he began his career and participated in the World 
Rally Championship until 1981. That same year, alongside Guy 
Fréquelin, he won the World Rally Championship for Manufacturers 
with a Talbot Lotus.
Between 1966 and 1981, Jean Todt co-drove alongside 18 of the 
most successful drivers of the period for 12 major manufacturers, 
winning many international rallies in the process.

FERRARI 

On 1 July 1993, Jean Todt left Peugeot and became Director 
of Ferrari’s Racing Division. Under his leadership, from 1993 to 
2008, Scuderia Ferrari won 14 FIA Formula One World titles 
(eight Constructors’ and six Drivers’ titles, five thanks to Michael 
Schumacher and one with Kimi Raikkönen) and 106 Grand Prix 
victories.
In 2001, he took on responsibility for all motor sport activities of 
the Ferrari-Maserati Group and then he was appointed General 
Manager of Ferrari in 2004. He went on to become Chief 
Executive Officer in 2006. Jean Todt left Ferrari in March 2009.

PEUGEOT TALBOT SPORT

He was then appointed Peugeot’s Director of Racing and founded 
Peugeot Talbot Sport (PTS), which claimed the Drivers’ and 
Manufacturers’ FIA World Rally Championship titles in 1985 and 
1986 before going on to take first place in the general classification 
in four editions of the Paris-Dakar Rally between 1987 and 1990.
In 1990, Jean Todt became Director of Sporting Activities of the 
PSA Peugeot Citroën Group, overseeing Peugeot’s participation 
in the World Sports Car Championship, which Peugeot won in 
1992. It also took two consecutive victories at the 1992 and 
1993 24 Hours of Le Mans.

FIA PRESIDENCY

Jean Todt was elected President of the Fédération Internationale de 
l’Automobile (FIA) on 23 October 2009, and was re-elected on 6 
December 2013.

Jean Todt was born on 25 February 1946 in Pierrefort, Cantal 
(France). He has one son, Nicolas, aged 39, and shares his life 
with actress, film producer and UNDP Goodwill Ambassador 
Michelle Yeoh. He studied economics, business and marketing 
at the Ecole des Cadres in Paris.

UN SECRETARY GENERAL’S SPECIAL ENVOY  

Since April 29 2015, Jean Todt was appointed by the UN 
Secretary-General as his Special Envoy for Road Safety.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Jean Todt also devotes his time to several charitable causes. 
He is one of the Founders and Vice-President of the Institut du 
Cerveau et de la Moelle Epinière (ICM), an institute devoted 
to medical research for brain and spinal cord disorders, 
which was set up in 2005. He has been a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the FIA Foundation for the Automobile 
and Society since 2009, President of the Board of Directors 
of the Suu Foundation since December 2014, Tourism 
Ambassador for Malaysia (2009-2015) and member of 
the Board of Directors for the International Peace Institute (IPI) 
since June 2015.

He also sits on the boards of Gaumont, the Groupe Lucien 
Barrière, Edmond de Rothschild SA, the Friends of the Musée 
d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, and the International 
Advisory Board of Sotheby’s.

Since 2003, Jean Todt has been an Honorary President of 
the Federazione Auto Motoristica Sammarinese (FAMS) and 
Ambassador of the Republic of San Marino. He is also an 
Honorary Member of the Automobile Club de France, and 
a Member of the Polo de Paris.

He has been IOC member of the Public Affairs and Social 
Development through Sport Commission since April 2017.

DISTINCTIONS

Jean Todt has been awarded many titles and distinctions, 
including:

• Gold Medal of Youth and Sports (1987)
• Officer of the National Order of Merit (1991)
• Commander of the Italian Republic (2002)
• Doctor Honoris Causa in Mechanic Engineering at 

Florence University (2004)
• Dato Seri of Malaysia (2006)
• Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour (2011)
• Member of the Ukrainian Order of Prince Yaroslav the 

Wise (2011)
• Grand Officer of the Order of Saint Agatha 

(San Marino) (2012)
• Commander of the National Order of Merit of 

Senegal (2013)
• Medal of the First Class of the Kingdom of Bahrain, 

awarded by the King (2014)
• Medal of the Order of Friendship of the Russian 

Federation (2015)
• Palme d’Or of the International Automobile Festival 

(2015)
• Humanitarian of the Year Award by the United 

Nations Association of New York (2016)
• Doctor Honoris Causa by the National Sports 

Academy of Sofia (2017)

vschmitt@fia.com
plemoyne@fia.com

8, Place de la Concorde
75008 Paris, France

2, Chemin de Blandonnet
1215 Geneva 15, 
Switzerland

@JeanTodt



TERMS OF REFERENCE:

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL'S
SPECIAL ENVOY FOR ROAD SAFETY
APPOINTMENT

A. Promoting a global partnership 
to support the design and 
implementation of strategies and   
activities to improve road safety.

B. Advocating with governments, 
civil society and the private sector 
for the promotion of road safety, 
particularly in countries with high 
level of road fatalities and injuries.

C. Participating in global and 
regional conferences and 
meetings on road safety.

D. Advocating the accession to, and 
more effective implementation 
of, United Nations road safety 
legal instruments.

Since the beginning of his mandate, the Special Envoy   has 
been helping to mobilise sustained political commitment 
towards making road safety a priority; to advocate and 
raise awareness about the United Nations road safety 
legal instruments; to share established road safety good 

practices; and to generate adequate funding for advocacy 
efforts through strategic partnerships between the public, 
private and non-governmental sectors. 
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GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY

Every year, some 1.25 million people are killed and 
up to 50 million people are injured on the world’s 
roads. 
Half of all road traffic deaths are among vulnerable road 
users such as pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists. 
Road traffic crashes are also the leading cause of death 
for young people aged 15-29, and road traffic injuries 
are the eighth leading cause of death globally. 

Beyond human suffering, road traffic deaths and injuries 
impose significant economic and financial losses 
to societies. In 2010, the United Nations General 
Assembly proclaimed a Decade of Action for Road 
Safety. The goal of the Decade (2011-2020) is to 
stabilize and then reduce the forecast level of road traffic 
deaths around the world. 

ROAD TRAFFIC CRASHES ALSO RESULT IN SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC COSTS.

AS ARE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE.

BUT INSUFFICIENT FUNDING IS AVAILABLE.

EVERY DAY

500
CHILDREN  

ARE KILLED  

Nº1
CAUSE OF DEATH  

AMONG 15-29 YEAR OLDS

3–5%  GDP

COST TO LMICS

EVERY DAY

5,000
CHILDREN ARE  

SERIOUSLY INJURED

$6.5BN   YEARLY

MADE AVAILABLE GLOBALLY TO FIGHT HIV/AIDS THROUGH 
DONOR GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE (2012-14)

$6M   YEARLY

MADE AVAILABLE GLOBALLY FOR STAND ALONE ROAD 
SAFETY INITIATIVES THROUGH DONOR GOVERNMENT 

ASSISTANCE (2012-14)

OVER   $500BN   YEARLY

GLOBAL ECONOMIC COST 

ANNUAL ROAD FATALITIES

2015

2030

1.25 MILLION

ROAD TRAFFIC CRASHES ARE ONE OF THE 
LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH GLOBALLY.

ESTIMATED 2 MILLION

LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES 
(LMICS) ARE THE WORST AFFECTED.

WORLD’S  
POPULATION

 HIGH INCOME COUNTRIES  LOW AND MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES

REGISTERED 
VEHICLES

ROAD TRAFFIC 
FATALITIES

18% 10%
46%

82% 90%
54%
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UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

11. SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable.

TARGET 11.2

By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, 
accessible and sustainable transport systems for 
all, improving road safety, notably by expanding 
public transport, with special attention to the 
needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, 
children, persons with disabilities and older 
persons. 
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3. GOOD HEALTH
Ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all at all ages. 

TARGET 3.6 
 

By 2020, halve the number of global 
deaths and injuries from road traffic        
accidents
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A. PROMOTING GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS

AC
TIV

ITI
ES

This goal has been high on the agenda of the Special Envoy and in concrete terms addressed by the Special Envoy 
through more than 100 meetings, consultations, and participation in various awareness raising initiatives, such 
as the following.

United Nations Road Safety Trust Fund
To fulfil one of the most important tasks as Special Envoy, analysis and descriptions of options for a United Nations 
Road Safety Trust Fund were provided as requested by Member States in February 2016. Following the resolution 
A/70/260 adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in April 2016, UNECE has been requested by the 
United Nations Secretary-General to lead the process on the exploration of the establishment of the United Nations 
Road Safety Trust Fund. A draft proposal of the United Nations Road Safety Trust Fund has been developed and 
launched for the consultation process during the Global Sustainable Transport Conference in Ashgabat in November 
2016. The updated proposal was presented by the Special Envoy at the 79th Session of UNECE Inland Transport 
Committee on 23 February 2017. The consultation process continued through August 2017 and a consolidated 
consultation paper and a proposal with recommendations was sent to the United Nations Secretary-General at the 
end of September 2017. 

United Nations Coordination Meeting on Road Safety 
To raise awareness, also within the United Nations, the Special Envoy has been meeting with the heads of United 
Nations agencies and departments. Additionally, the United Nations Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Road 
Safety convened 1st and 2nd United Nations Coordination Meeting on Road Safety in April 2016 and November 
2017. Representatives from 14 United Nations agencies and departments were represented on the first occasion 
and 21 agencies attended the meeting of November 2017. In the course of two meetings agencies emphasized 
the importance of road safety in the 2030 Agenda for  Sustainable Development, discussed the Internal Road Safety 
Strategy and a potential UN Road Safety Trust Fund. Current and future road safety efforts and priorities have been 
shared among participating Agencies and potential opportunities for collaboration identified. 

Multi-Stakeholders Consultation
The Special Envoy and representatives of civil society met during a Multi-Stakeholders Consultation, organized by the 
UNECE secretariat in October 2015, to exchange views and ideas regarding the Action Plan of the Special Envoy. 
The meeting was an opportunity to clarify objectives, develop working methods and provide an open and transparent 
forum for multi-stakeholder engagement. A summary outcome document of key conclusions is available on the Special 
Envoy’s webpage. 
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B. ADVOCATING FOR IMPROVED
ROAD SAFETY GOVERNANCE

ACTIVITIES

Advocating with governments, civil society and the private sector for the promotion of road safety, particularly in 
countries with a high level of road fatalities and injuries

Advocacy with governments and other stakeholders for increased attention on road safety
Among the meetings held by the Special Envoy includes a long list of his high-level government officials in mostly 
low- and middle-income countries with poor road safety records. In total, the Special Envoy has held meetings with 
government officials and relevant stakeholders in 58 countries since the beginning of his term. The Special Envoy has 
visited 14 countries in Asia/Central Asia/Euro-Asia, 9 countries in Africa, 1 country in the Middle-East, 17 countries 
in Europe and North America as well as 17 countries in the Latin American and the Caribbean. These discussions 
focused on the status of the road safety situation in each country and encouraged accession to and implementation of 
the United Nations Road Safety Conventions. The Special Envoy continues to keep the United Nations Road Safety 
Conventions and the importance of strong governance on the agenda of his bilateral meetings and includes relevant 
messages in his speeches at conferences. These meetings have resulted in requests for technical assistance from 
countries such as Colombia, Uruguay, Uganda, Cameroon, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Jordan, Mongolia, and Nigeria.  

United Nations General Assembly Resolution
Following the high-level conference on road safety in November 2015, the Special Envoy with UNECE provided 
feedback during the consultation process of drafting a resolution, which aimed to propel road safety efforts towards the 
targets set by the Decade of Action for Road Safety and the Sustainable Development Goals. This included language 
on a potential United Nations Road Safety Trust Fund as well as the importance of Member States accession to United 
Nations Road Safety Conventions. On 15 April 2016, the Special Envoy gave remarks in support of the United 
Nations resolution (A/70/260), “Improving Global Road Safety” which was adopted, during the General Assembly 
meeting. 

Humanitarian of the Year Award from the United Nations Association of New York
The Special Envoy and Ms. Michelle Yeoh have jointly accepted the 2016 Humanitarian of the Year Award from 
the United Nations Association of New York in recognition of their work in promoting the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals and their commitment to stabilizing and reducing road traffic fatalities around the world. 



GLOBAL ACTIVITIES

13 
Heads of States met

58
countries visited

81 
Ministers met

MOBILIZING POLITICAL COMMITMENT
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GLOBAL ACTIVITIES ADVOCATING FOR IMPROVED ROAD SAFETY GOVERNANCE

4
regional workshops in Africa, 
Latin America and Asia

2
ongoing road safety 
performance reviews in Africa

ongoing efforts on establishment of a potential 
United Nations Road Safety Trust Fund

GENERATING FUNDING FOR IMPROVING ROAD SAFETY
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C. PARTICIPATING IN GLOBAL MEETINGS

AC
TIV

ITI
ES

Participating in global and regional conferences and meetings on road safety

Second High-Level Global Conference on Road Safety 
The Special Envoy contributed to the Second High-Level Global Conference on Road Safety in Brasilia, Brazil on 18 and 
19 November 2015. The Conference brought together approximately 70 ministerial-level government delegations. A 
declaration was adopted which aims to reaffirm the path set for the United Nations Decade of Action 2011-2020. 
UNECE and the Special Envoy jointly hosted a booth in the exhibition area, which promoted visibility, including of the 
United Nations Road Safety Conventions. The Special Envoy was engaged in the ceremonial opening, was a speaker 
during the opening statements and in a number of panels of the conference and its side events, including the session on 
United Nations Road Safety Conventions jointly organised by UNECE and the French government. On the occasion 
of the Global Conference, the Special Envoy met the President of Brazil and the Minister of Cities. The government of 
Brazil confirmed its deliberation to join the 1958 Agreement on vehicle regulations.

Habitat III and the New Urban Agenda 
The New Urban Agenda sets forth a great vision for sustainable mobility and transport. One that includes road safety 
as a key consideration in urban planning and infrastructure design. It highlights the importance of awareness raising 
campaigns. It addresses vulnerable road users such as children, cyclists and pedestrians. It paints a future where every 
child, regardless of where they live, can have a safe journey to school. The Special Envoy spoke during Habitat III 
to highlight the role of road safety in achieving liveable cities. The Special Envoy’s Secretariat is exploring synergies 
with UN Habitat.

Global Sustainable Transport Conference in Ashgabat
This Global Sustainable Transport Conference provided an opportunity to ensure that road safety is not forgotten during 
discussions of broader developmental issues. Road Safety must be part and parcel of sustainable transport and a basic 
condition for a sustainable world. The Special Envoy spoke road safety during the Opening Plenary on 26 November 
2016, the thematic session entitled “Global Vision Zero: Reaching a new era in road safety”, and the side event 
entitled, “UN Road Safety Conventions” and during the opening plenary of the Transport Business Summit. 

Additional events
The Special Envoy contributed to a number of international conferences and high-level forums, in his efforts to highlight 
and promote road safety, including events, where road safety may not have been previously covered such as: 
Global Alliance of NGOs Meeting, ITF, World Economic Forum, 70th Anniversary Session of the ITC meeting, 16th 

Francophone Summit in Madagascar, UN Road Safety Collaboration Meetings, ITU-UNECE Future Networked Car 
event, etc.
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D. ADVOCATING FOR IMPROVED ROAD 
SAFETY LEGAL GOVERNANCE

ACTIVITIES

This objective has been addressed through Special Envoy meetings with Governments, representatives of 
international organizations and United Nations system organisations, as well as civil society representatives 
in countries he visited in his capacity as the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Road Safety, as highlighted 
above. 

1. Promotion of United Nations Road Safety Conventions 
The Special Envoy promotes the Conventions during his meetings with government officials. There have been eight 
new accessions to United Nations Road Safety Conventions since the beginning of the Mandate of the Special 
Envoy. As a result of the Special Envoy’s advocacy, Iraq acceded to the 1968 Convention Road Traffic and 
the Secretariat at UNECE has received a number of requests for technical assistance, such as from Colombia, 
Uruguay, Uganda, Cameroon, Botswana,  Zimbabwe,  Jordan,  Mongolia, and Nigeria. The following UN Road 
Safety Conventions are being extensively promoted within the mandate of a Special Envoy:

• 1968 Convention on Road Traffic
• 1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals
• 1958 and 1998 Agreements on Technical Vehicle Regulations
• 1997 Agreement on Periodic Technical Inspections of Vehicles
• 1957 Agreement on Transport of Dangerous Goods by Road

2. Capacity-building initiatives
The Special Envoy has hosted and will host a series of capacity-building workshops for government officials and 
performance reviews to further achieve this objective, including the below:

Regional Workshops:

• Geneva, Switzerland: Road Safety Workshop — Back-to-Back to the Inland Transport Committee Meeting 
of 2016: To contribute to these objectives, and on the occasion of the 78th session of the UNECE Inland 
Transport Committee, the United Nations Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Road Safety hosted at the 
Palais des Nations, Geneva, a Road Safety Workshop: Best Practices and Key Partnerships for Road Safety. 
The workshop was held in partnership with the UNECE Inland Transport Committee and the European Union 
funded EuroMed Road, Rail and Urban Transport (EuroMed RRU) project and hosted country representatives 
and government officials of six States: Tunisia, Kenya, Jordan, Uganda, European Union, and Greece. 

• Nairobi, Kenya: Regional Road Safety Workshop for Anglophone Africa in Nairobi —held 13-15 December 
2016 in close collaboration with United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, the World Bank’s Sub-
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Saharan Africa Transport Policy Programme (SSATP) and Kenyan National Transport Safety Authority, the workshop 
was attended by government officials from more than 20 African countries as well as NGO representatives. The 
regional workshop focused on road safety data management and the United Nations Road Safety Conventions, 
which are highlighted as priorities in the African Road Safety Action Plan.

• Buenos Aires, Argentina: Regional Road Safety Workshop for Latin America and the Caribbean took place in Buenos 
Aires on 13-14 March 2017 in partnership with United Nations Economic Commission for the Latin America and 
the Caribbean, Inter-American Development Bank and the Argentina Ministry of Transport. Attended by more than 
100 representatives representing 17 countries, the workshop covered United Nations legal instruments particularly 
on safer vehicles and road signs and signals as well as drivers licensing and road safety management.

• Kuala Lumpur Malaysia: Helmet Workshop for South Asia, South-East Asia and the Pacific was held in April 2017 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The Workshop was conducted in collaboration with the UN ESCAP and the Malaysian 
Institute of Road Safety Research (MIROS). The workshop covered ways to prevent these casualties through the 
mandatory use of a proper helmet (UN regulation 22) as well as proper enforcement.

• Montevideo, Uruguay: on 11-12 October 2017, sub-regional workshop to address the issue of vehicle safety in 
the Latin America region brough together over 40 representatives rom Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, 
Paraguay and Uruguay and covered in-depth the 1958 and 1998 Agreements on the harmonization of motor 
vehicle regulations in the region as well as road safety governance in Latin America. Held in collaboration with 
ECLAC and ECE, this event inspired stronger reginal dialogue and participating countries expressed interest in 
acceding to conventions and updating their regulatory framework to improve safety performance of vehicles in the 
region.

Road Safety Performance Reviews in Africa

• Two Road Safety Performance Reviews are being carried out in Uganda and Cameroon in collaboration with 
UNECA and UNECE. The UN Road Safety Performance Reviews pay special attention to regulatory governance for 
road safety and they start with a needs assessment of the country. These reviews also include the WHO Emergency 
Care System Assessment, which address the challenges of post-crash care and response. 

Technical Assistance Requests

• Three capacity-building activities focused on the UN Road Safety Conventions were conducted in Mongolia in 
June 2017, Uruguay in September 2017, and Nigeria in November 2017, in response to Technical Assistance 
Requests.



We must achieve

The rapidly growing numbers of vehicles and road users and increased trade, globalization and 
urbanization, coupled with staggering global road traffic injury rates underline the critical need to 
actively promote road safety everywhere.

Never before have sustainable transport, mobility and development been so intertwined and 
interdependent, as also reflected in SDGs 3.6 and 11.2. Sustainability must go hand-in-hand 
with safety, which is dependent on implementing internationally agreed norms, harmonizing the 
world’s response and building a culture of safety on all levels and across all borders, with increased 
political will and governance at the core.

Achievement is about more than just decreasing the numbers, it is about holding the value of life at 
the highest level. Every individual on this planet deserves to live a safe, healthy and prosperous life.

"Road safety is a human rights question. Today, international law, codified under United Nations 
auspices, imposes affirmative obligations on every State to take all reasonable steps to protect the 
right to life, the right to personal security, the right to health, and the right to development of all 
people against all threats in both the public and private spheres.

These obligations include prevention, thorough adequate regulation of and investment in safe and 
accessible infrastructure, including roads and public transportation as well as the implementation of 
safety standards when it comes to vehicles in private use.

They include response, with effective public services, including emergency services.

They include meaningful frameworks for free and active participation, like public hearings on 
planning and budgeting.

They require accountability, remedies, and redress, through the fair and effective administration of 
justice.

And they mandate an explicit focus on access and inclusion, without discrimination, particularly for 
those most vulnerable or marginalized-women, children, persons with disabilities, older persons, 
those living in poverty, minorities, and others."

Extract from speech by Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein,
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

5 April 2016, Geneva

ROAD SAFETY AS A HUMAN RIGHT
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