Reporting on National follow-up to MIPAA/RIS - Frequently Asked Questions

Background information
1. When and to whom was information on the national report submitted?
2. In which context are the national reports to be written?
3. What will the national reports be used for?
4. Who developed the methodology for the reports and the schedule of the review process?
Technicalities
5. Until when has the report to be submitted?
6. How to submit the Report?
7. In which languages can the report be submitted?
8. In which form is the report supposed to be written?
· How should the report be structured?
· How long is the report supposed to be?
Contents
9.  Is there any further information on the Guidelines?
· Which resources can be used to describe the national ageing situation?
· What does the identification of areas for in-depth evaluation mean?
· What is a bottom-up participatory approach and when should it be applied?
10.  Are there any documents which can be used as references or which provide further information on the MIPAA/RIS?
11. What to do, if any questions remained unanswered?
Background information

1. When and to whom was information on the national report submitted?
The nominated national focal points received the guidelines by email in December 2006.

Regarding countries without focal points, letters inviting to write a national report on the review and appraisal of the MIPAA/RIS and the respective guidelines have been sent to their missions to the United Nations Office at Geneva in December 2006. The missions were asked to transmit the invitation to their responsible ministry.

2. In which context are the national reports to be written?

The national reports are an essential pillar of the first cycle of review and appraisal of MIPAA. The review starts at the 47th session of the UN Commission on Social Development in February 2007 and concludes at its 48th session in 2008. The main emphasis of the review is on the national and regional levels. In the context of this cycle of review, the UNECE will organise a Conference on Ageing from 6 to 8 November 2007 in León, Spain. 

3. What will the national reports be used for?

The national reports present an important background material for the UNECE Conference on Ageing in León, where they will be reviewed in order to identify good practice and priorities for further coordinated actions related to population ageing. Furthermore, the national reports will be used to compile a regional summary report for the UNECE region. 

4. Who developed the methodology for the reports and the schedule of the review process?

After general procedures for the first cycle of review of MIPAA/RIS have been identified on an international level, the national focal points on ageing discussed and agreed upon the proposal by the UNECE secretariat at their meeting in November 2006 in Segovia, Spain. 

Technicalities 

5. When does the report have to be submitted?

The deadline for the submission of the report is 16 April 2007.

6. How to submit the Report?

The report should be send to:

UN Economic Commission for Europe
Population Activities Unit 
Palais des Nations
CH - 1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland

7. In which languages can the report be submitted?

· The Report can be submitted in any of the three UNECE working languages: English, French or Russian.

8. In which form is the report supposed to be written?

· How should the report be structured?

The structure of the document “Guidelines for Reporting on National Follow-up to the UNECE RIS of the MIPAA” (English version) (Russian version) can be kept for the report. The different paragraphs of the report can be inserted directly into the document beneath the respective cursive written question. 

· How long is the report supposed to be? 

· As suggested in the Guidelines, we recommend you to keep the length of the report between 6000 and 8000 words, including an abstract of 700-1000 words summarising the most important issues. 

· Annexes: the annex is not counted among the 6000 to 8000 words. It can be used to add further information (i.e. graphs, exemplifications, documents, examples) without extending the length of the report.
· Cross-references: if answers to different questions overlap repeating the information already provided is not necessary, cross-referencing could be used instead.
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9. Is there any further information on the Guidelines?

· Which resources can be used to describe the national ageing situation? 
(Concerning subsection 1a) National ageing situation, p. 6)

To describe the national ageing situation of your country you are invited to make use of the indicators developed by the European Centre Vienna (only available in English). These indicators can give you an idea of important fields in the context of the national situation on ageing. They contain the topics:

· Demography

· Income and wealth (e.g., income status by age, income distribution, poverty rate, minimum income protection for older people)

· Labour market and labour market participation (participation rates by age groups, mandatory retirement age, average labour market exit age)

· Social protection and financial sustainability (e.g., income maintenance of older persons, social justice, public and total pension spending, retirement age)

· Care provision

· For a complete list of indicators (page 2-4): http://www.monitoringris.org/documents/tools_nat/labour/LabourFullList.pdf
· Indicators arranged by topic:

http://www.monitoringris.org/skel.php?id=211
· A request to collect data on demographic, income and wealth and labour market indicators, including a template with the data available from international sources, has been submitted to the national focal points on ageing, and, for countries were they have not been nominated, to their missions to the United Nations Office at Geneva in September 2006
The description of the social and political situation of your country may include brief information on:

· the political system of your country, the current governing party or coalition, national priority issues as identified by the current government and about upcoming elections;

· important implemented or scheduled reforms in different sectoral policies (i.e. family policy, cultural and educational policy) and notable public reactions (i.e. demonstrations and strikes), if any;

· other significant events.

· What does the identification of areas for in-depth evaluation mean? 

(Concerning subsection 1c) Identification of areas for in-depth evaluation, p. 6)

The report should focus on one area (commitment) in-depth. This would normally be the area, which your country has given special priority in implementing the RIS. The choice of the area for in-depth review is up to the countries. Even if the emphasis of the report should be put on one area, we would nevertheless highly appreciate if you could give some information on national action or its absence in all commitment areas.

· What is a bottom-up participatory approach and when should it be applied?

(Concerning subsection 2. Methodology of In-Depth Evaluation of Identified Priorities, p.7)

The bottom-up participatory approach is expected to be applied in the area chosen for the in-depth review. The approach allows the involvement of different groups of stakeholders in the evaluation process. For the review of the MIPAA/RIS it is important to let the group of older persons voice their opinions. It is necessary to ask and observe how implemented strategies have influenced their lives so far. By the use of a bottom-up participatory approach older people should be actively integrated in the appraisal of so far taken actions on ageing. Secondly, they should be given the opportunity to articulate further needs. The involvement of all major stakeholders (older persons and their families, NGO’s, local and national based organisations, academia) through a bottom-up-participatory process can, for example, be realised through group discussions, semi-structured interviews or participatory observations.  

For further information on the approach see: 

· “Concept and methodology of the bottom-up-participatory review and appraisal of the MIPAA” 

(http://unece.org/pau/age/focalpointsmeeting/presentations/UNDESA_Venne_ConceptAndMethodology.pdf)

· Guidelines for Review and Appraisal of MIPAA – Bottom-up Participatory Approach
(http://www.monitoringris.org/documents/imp_glob/Guidelines_draft_final_June.pdf)

10.  Are there any documents which can be used as references and which provide further information on the MIPAA/RIS?

The following documents may support you in composing the report: 

· Guidelines for Reporting on National Follow-up to the UNECE RIS of the MIPAA 

· English version (http://unece.org/pau/age/ConferenceonAgeing_2007/Guidelines%20for%20Reporting%20on%20National%20Follow-up%20to%20MIPAA-RIS.doc)

· Russian version (http://unece.org/pau/age/capacitydevelopment/GuidelinesforReportingtheNationalfollowuptoMIPAA_RIS_R.doc)

· Regional Implementation Strategy for the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing 2002

· English version (http://unece.org/pau/age/berlin2002/docs/berl_ris_rev_e.pdf)

· Russian version 

(http://unece.org/pau/age/berlin2002/docs/berl_ris_rev_r.pdf)

· French version
(http://unece.org/pau/age/berlin2002/docs/berl_ris_rev_f.pdf)

· Berlin Ministerial Declaration

· English version (http://unece.org/pau/age/berlin2002/docs/berl_md_e.pdf)

· Russian version (http://unece.org/pau/age/berlin2002/docs/berl_md_r.pdf)

· French version (http://unece.org/pau/age/berlin2002/docs/berl_md_f.pdf)

· Note on the UNECE Conference on Ageing

· English version (http://unece.org/pau/age/focalpointsmeeting/Note_2007UNECE_ConferenceonAgeing.pdf)

· Guidelines for Review and Appraisal of MIPAA – Bottom-up Participatory Approach

· English version (http://www.monitoringris.org/documents/imp_glob/Guidelines_draft_final_June.pdf)

· Implementation of the MIPAA in the UNECE region – Draft summary report of responses to two UNECE questionnaires

· English version (http://unece.org/pau/age/focalpointsmeeting/summary_report_questionnaires.pdf)

11.  What to do, if any questions remained unanswered?

If you have any further questions please feel free to contact us at ageing@unece.org
Supplementary material and recent information can be found on our website: http://www.unece.org/pau/
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