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United Smart Cities is a global program, initiated by 
the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE), UN-Habitat and the Organization for 
International Economic Relations (OiER), which is 
serving as a multistakeholder platform. It is a new 
and innovative way of bringing together the public 
and private sector, as well academia and international 
organizations to jointly discuss and implement new 
smart and sustainable urban projects and solutions. 

The program will be implemented in selected cities 
in 64 countries in Europe, Central Asia, Middle East 
and North Africa between 2015-2020. 

The objective of the programme is to facilitate 
interaction between leading companies in the urban 
sectors with decision makers in the cities of the  
64 participating countries to accelerate smart urban 
initiatives.

Objectives 

Support cities in the planning and development  
of smart and sustainable urban solutions

Ensure knowledge transfer and promotion  
of smart sustainable city projects

Identify and develop financial mechanisms

Outcomes

Development of smart sustainable cities indicators 

Creation of a platform to share experiences  
and transfer knowledge

Support in assessing priorities and in defining  
a city action plan through the smart sustainable 
cities profiles

Capacity building and training 

Project financing mechanisms

IN THE CITIESABOUT THE PROGRAM PRIVATE SECTOR

The United Smart Cities program offers cooperation 
opportunities to businesses to implement smart 
urban solutions and technologies in cities. Businesses 
can be part of this process and act as industry partners 
in their branch specific sectors, to form strategic 
partnerships with the cities, international organiza-
tions and its decision makers, and to play an advisory 
role in the sustainable urban planning. 

Benefits for Your Company

Involvement in the development of Smart  
Cities sustainable standards

Promotion of your company as smart urban 
solution provider through partner networks  
and the initiation of new business partnerships 
for urban projects

Participation in national and international 
high-level country and city meetings and 
capacity building initiatives 

Direct access to the city decision makers and  
the UN global network

Access to information about relevant upcoming 
priority projects in the countries and cities

Cities act as living labs giving businesses the 
opportunity of testing their new technologies 
and solutions and implement their pilot projects 
with national and international visibility 

Participation in the urban strategic process and 
in defining projects for the relevant urban fields

The goal of United Smart Cities is to help cities, 
especially in transition and developing countries, to 
improve their sustainable growth while focusing on 
a more transparent and efficient use of their resources, 
by granting them an easier access to new and 
affordable technologies and to enhance the living 
conditions of their citizens.


