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H o m e l e s s n e s s  i s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  a  p e r m a n e n t  d w e l l i n g  a s  t h e y  a r e

u n a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  r e g u l a r ,  s a f e ,  s e c u r e  a n d  a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g .  T h e r e  i s

n o  u n i v e r s a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  h o m e l e s s n e s s .  H e n c e ,  t h e  t e r m  m a y  i n c l u d e  p e o p l e  w h o s e

p r i m a r y  n i g h t - t i m e  r e s i d e n c e  i s  i n  a  h o m e l e s s  s h e l t e r ,  a  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  s h e l t e r ,

l o n g - t e r m  r e s i d e n c e  i n  a  m o t e l ,  a  v e h i c l e ,  s q u a t t i n g ,  c a r d b o a r d  b o x e s ,  a  t e n t  c i t y ,

t a r p a u l i n s ,  s h a c k / s t r u c t u r e s  m a d e  o f  d i s c a r d e d  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  o r  o t h e r  a d  h o c

h o u s i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  

H o m e l e s s n e s s  i s  a n  e p i d e m i c  t h a t  a f f e c t s  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  s t a t e s .  T h e  l a s t

g l o b a l  s u r v e y  o n  h o m e l e s s n e s s  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  i n  2 0 0 5  i n  w h i c h

o v e r  1 0 0  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  w e r e  s a i d  t o  b e  h o m e l e s s .  H o m e l e s s n e s s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y

a f f e c t s  v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n .      

WHAT IS HOMELESSNESS?

Approximately 2 % of the
global population is

homeless  

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  h o m e l e s s n e s s  r e a c h e d  a  c r i s i s  p o i n t  i n  a l l  E U  c o u n t r i e s  ( e x c e p t

F i n l a n d ) .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  h o m e l e s s  p e o p l e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  f o r  t h e

f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  2 0 1 0  –  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 5 4 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a r e  h o m e l e s s .  A t  l e a s t  2 3 5 ,  0 0 0

C a n a d i a n s  e x p e r i e n c e  h o m e l e s s n e s s  e v e r y  y e a r .  T h e  l e v e l  o f  h o m e l e s s n e s s  i n  R u s s i a

a n d  s e v e r a l  C I S  c o u n t r i e s  r e m a i n s  u n c e r t a i n .  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  i n  M o s c o w  a l o n e

t h e r e  a r e  8 0 0 0 - 1 5 , 0 0 0  h o m e l e s s .  

   

Over 100 million people
around the globe may be

homeless* 
 

1.6B i.e. 20% of the
world's population lack

adequate housing 



UNECE'S ROLE

T h e  U N E C E  C o m m i t t e e  o n  H o u s i n g  a n d  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t

d e c e n t ,  a d e q u a t e ,  a f f o r d a b l e  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  h o u s i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l .    

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e w  U r b a n  A g e n d a ,  t h e  G e n e v a  U N

C h a r t e r  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e  H o u s i n g ,  t h e  S t r a t e g y  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  h o u s i n g  a n d  u r b a n

d e v e l o p m e n t  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 2 0 ,  a n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  D e c l a r a t i o n  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e  H o u s i n g  a n d  U r b a n

D e v e l o p m e n t .   

T h e  G e n e v a  U N  C h a r t e r  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e  H o u s i n g  s u p p o r t s  m e m b e r  S t a t e s  a s  t h e y  w o r k  t o

e n s u r e  t h e  a c c e s s  t o  d e c e n t ,  a f f o r d a b l e  a n d  h e a l t h y  h o u s i n g  i n  t h e  E C E  r e g i o n .  T h e  C h a r t e r

s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n s  t h e  n e e d  t o  r e d u c e  h o m e l e s s n e s s  b y  i m p r o v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  g o o d  q u a l i t y ,

h e a l t h y  a n d  b a r r i e r - f r e e  h o u s i n g  f o r  a l l .  T h e  C h a r t e r  a l s o  p l a c e s  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  g a t h e r  d a t a

o n  h o m e l e s s n e s s  u s i n g  c o m m o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  t o  e n s u r e  d a t a  c o m p a r a b i l i t y

b e t w e e n  m e m b e r  S t a t e s ;  m a k e  t h e s e  d a t a  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  p u b l i c l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o r d e r

t o  s u p p o r t  p o l i c y -m a k i n g ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d  m a k e  u s e  o f  g l o b a l  a n d

r e g i o n a l  d a t a  r e p o s i t o r i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p o l i c y -m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .      

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  2 0 3 0  A g e n d a  f o r  S u s t a i n a b l e

D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g ,  u r b a n  a n d  l a n d - r e l a t e d  S u s t a i n a b l e

D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  G o a l  1 1 :  "M a k e  c i t i e s  a n d  h u m a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n c l u s i v e ,  s a f e ,

r e s i l i e n t  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e . "  

D u e  t o  t h e  c r o s s - c u t t i n g  n a t u r e  o f  h o u s i n g ,  l a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d

u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  3 ,  5 ,

7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  1 2 ,  1 3  a n d  1 5 .  U n d e r  G o a l  1 ,  "E n d  p o v e r t y  i n  a l l  i t s  f o r m s  e v e r y w h e r e " ,  t h e

C o m m i t t e e  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  s o c i a l  d i m e n s i o n  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  h o u s i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t s

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o l i c i e s  o n  h o u s i n g  a f f o r d a b i l i t y ,  e n e r g y  p o v e r t y ,  s o c i a l  h o u s i n g  a n d  l o w

c o s t  h o u s i n g .  T h r o u g h  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  p a r t y  o n  L a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e

C o m m i t t e e  p r o m o t e s  a c c e s s  t o  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  l a n d  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f

p r o p e r t y ,  f i n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  i n h e r i t a n c e  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  n a t i o n a l

l a w s .    

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/charter/Language_versions/ENG_Geneva_UN_Charter.pdf


The 79th session of the Committee, which will take place in Geneva on 4 and 5 October 2018, will discuss 

concrete steps on how the Committee should align its activities with the 2030 Agenda, the New Urban 

Agenda and the Geneva UN Charter on Sustainable Housing. Innovative experiences and best practices on 

housing, urban development, and land administration and management will be presented and

discussed.  

III. Lunch Reception 

IV.  "Housing the Homeless" Panel event: 

Homelessness is relevant to three Sustainable Development Goals, the achievement of which is simply

not possible without decisive action to end homelessness: SDG1 – Eradicating poverty in all its form, SDG3

– Ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages and  SDG11 – Making cities and human

settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.  

The panel event involving eminent speakers from diverse backgrounds: architects, NGOs, government

and private sector, to explain the different dimensions of homelessness and pose innovative solutions to

alleviate it. 

Speakers: 

•  

•  Mr. Freek Spinnewijn, Director, FEANTSA 

• 

•   

Date & Time:  

1 PM - 3 PM 

3 October 2018 

Mr. Juha Kaakinen - CEO Y Foundation  

(TBC)

Mr. Andreas A. Tjeldflaat - Architect, Founder of Framlab  
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Palais des Nations   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6DPjCmc3BM
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/18/business/smallbusiness/homeless-artists-gallery-artlifting.html
https://www.framlab.com/
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Organisers: 

• United Nations Economic Commission for Europe: Committee on Housing and Land Management 

Co-organisers: 

• United Nations Office at Geneva 

• UN Library (TBC) 

Prospective Partners: 

• FEANTSA 

• Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (TBC) 

• UN Habitat (TBC) 

• UN Women (TBC) 


