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WHY THE FORUM OF MAYORS?
 
 

“Cities are the world’s first responders to the climate
emergency”. With these words the United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres highlighted the
importance of cities in the fight against climate
change at the C40 World Mayors Summit in October
2019. Currently urban areas consume roughly 60%
of the planet's energy and generate 70% of
greenhouse gas emissions and waste. Making cities
sustainable is a key element in the fight against
climate change. 
 
At UNECE, we are committed to giving cities a voice.
On 8 April 2019, UNECE organized the Day of Cities.
Fifty mayors and deputy mayors from the region
came to Geneva to share best practices and define
a new vision for urban sustainability in the region.
However, the climate emergency does not allow us
to rest on our laurels. 
 
This is why UNECE will convene the Forum of Mayors
2020 on Climate Action in Cities. The founding idea of
the United Nations, that we can address the
greatest challenges of our times if we stand united,
rings true to this day. However, unlike in the past,
these challenges can no longer be solved solely by
looking to nations – the battlefield has now also
moved to cities. 
 
The Forum of Mayors is the ideal occasion to ring in
a new multilateralism which recognizes this change
by placing nations and cities side by side. What
better way to pay tribute to the UN’s 75th
anniversary than by putting cities centerstage? Be
part of this historic event and join us at the
Bâtiment des Forces Motrices in the heart of
Geneva on 6 October 2020!
 

WHAT TO EXPECT

Built environment with a focus on
housing
Urban planning
Urban transport
Nature-based solutions in cities

New Ideas
On 6 October 2020 Geneva will be
bustling with mayors from Vancouver
to Vladivostok, eager to share their
ideas and innovations on sustainable
city practices during podium
discussions and an exhibition.
Dialogues will revolve around the
following areas:

Recommendations and Pledges
The Forum will culminate in the submission
of a set of concrete recommendations to
the 81st session of the Committee on
Urban Development, Housing and Land
Management and city pledges. 

Networking
Cities and organizations will have the
chance to share promotional material at
a dedicated exhibition. Attendees will
also have time to connect and exchange
ideas in a more informal setting during a
lunch reception. A special reception for
mayors will take place in the evening. 
 


