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INFORMATION NOTE ON THE OUTCOME AND DECISIONS OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE TASK FORCE ON EXTREME WAETHER EVENTS
Prepared by the Chairperson of the Task Force on Extreme Weather Events
The Task Force on Extreme Weather events (TFEWE) was established by the first Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health (Geneva, 17 – 19 January 2007) under the framework of the 2007-2009 work programme. It has a mandate to share experience on good practice in the safe operation of water and sanitation facilities in urban and rural areas under critical situations induced by climate change like floods and drought, and to draft a strategy paper to provide guidelines for safe water supply and sanitation in extreme events conditions supporting the development of adaptation strategy. 
Further to this decision, the joint meeting of the Bureaux of the Water Convention and the Protocol on Water and Health held on 13 September 2007 called for close cooperation and integration of the results of the activities carried out by this Task Force and the Task Force on Water and Climate established under the Water Convention. 

The first meeting of the Task Force on Extreme Weather Events was organized and hosted by the Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea of Italy, the leading country of TFEWE, in Rome on the 21 – 22 April 2008.

The meeting was attended by 28 participants including representatives from 14 countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Finland, Georgia, Hungary, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Moldova, Slovakia, the Netherlands, Turkey, and Ukraine). The meeting was chaired by Dr. Luciana Sinisi, Head of the Environmental Determinants of Health Unit of APAT, Italy. The meeting was serviced by the Joint UNECE-WHO/EURO Secretariat for the Protocol on Water and Health.
The meeting agenda provided appropriate room for discussion on cooperation with the Task Force on Water and Climate established under the Water Convention and, furthermore, expected synergy with the other TF of the Protocol, specially the TF on Surveillance.

The Meeting gathered experts from different fields (health, environment, water managers) to share their sectoral experience with regard to extreme weather events and the issue of water supply and sanitation under such critical conditions. All participating countries exchanged information on their national priorities and concerns associated with the increase of extreme weather events and the overall climate variability and changes that are inducing emerging environment and health risk scenarios.
Summarizing there was agreement on following issues:

· Extreme weather events, both floods and droughts, are a concern shared by all countries in the UNECE region and ensuring the continued operation of drinking-water and sewerage systems is a common concern shared by all.

· Specific vulnerability were addressed for specific geographic sub-regions such as:

· Mountainous areas have specific problems with snowmelts and landslides

· Coastal areas are among the most vulnerable and deserve special attention for several reason: rising sea levels and overexploitation of water are enhancing saline intrusion of coastal aquifers, contamination of coastal waters, recreational waters and shellfish producing areas in flooding events; high population densities.

· Rural areas are more vulnerable for their more basic water utility systems 

· National preparedness (including early warning) and response plans need to be developed, on a multi-sectoral basis, fostering connection between sectoral early warning and information systems. Environment and health risk/impact assessment supporting adaptation strategy preparation are often done on sectoral basis impairing efficacy of communication to population 
· Investments on preventive actions (e.g. adaptation of water and sanitation system facing increase of floods), lack of cooperation and synergy between competent authorities, personnel training are among the more common institutional barriers.

It was largely recognized that many health determinants are not controlled and governed by the public health system, so all stakeholders, both private and public, need to be aware of their roles (and responsibilities) on the governance of environmental determinants (e.g. water quality / scarcity, food safety, stability of human settlements, etc) that influence health status and social vulnerability of population exposed to extreme weather events.
Task Force work programme (2008-2009)
During the meeting the Task Force endorsed the launch of three activities which outcomes should to be completed within the end of 2009, namely:  

1. Development of guidelines for ensuring safe water supply and sanitation in flooding events and water scarcity conditions. 

Short term deadline (fall 08) 

· Drafting group for the development of the guidelines

· Definition by the drafting group of outlines, index and work programme for the development of guidelines on safe water supply and sanitation in extreme weather events. 

Contribution also from members of the Task Force Water and Climate and the other Task Force established under the Protocol Water and Health will be very welcome.

Work programme will be defined according to MS participants and contributions.

The drafting group will probably meet before the end of year 2008.

2. Collection and editing of best practice/ experience on preventive and coping measures in extreme weather events with focus on water supply and sanitation

It was decided to gather, from each country, a concise general, expert report on environment and health priorities as well as on preventive and coping measures in extreme weather events with focus on water supply and sanitation. A Russian version of the report guidance for internal use has been   provided by the Secretariat to facilitate contributions from Russian speaking countries.
The aim of the report is to facilitate exchange of information among countries and consultation among different sectors at the national level. This generic report will be edited and integrated in the next future, with case studies/best practice/experiences collection. The process of collection is still in progress.

3. Development of a joint guidance on water and adaptation to climate change together with the Task Force Water and Climate of the Water Convention and related activities

The Task Force is expected to contribute for the health related aspects needed to strengthen the different sections of the draft guidance on water and adaptation to climate change. Information is particularly needed on evidence of climate-sensitive environmental health determinants and health outcomes. Specific case studies on coping and adapting measures, such as examples of public health action-related to public awareness and public information; environment and health early warning system, inputs related to water quality prevention including also bathing waters, etc.
Being a joint document, the guidance is expected to be adopted by both the Meeting of the Parties to the Water Convention and the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health.
The first draft of the joint guidance will be discussed at the upcoming international workshop on water and adaptation to climate change planned for next July 1-2 in Amsterdam, organized jointly by TFEWE and the Task Force Water and Climate. During the workshop, the TFEWE will organize a session on health related aspects of adaptation strategies and provide case studies presentations.  
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