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Water quality and health aspects Group 3 


Group 3: Declining water quality and health 

Case studies: 

· Cross contamination of in-house plumbing systems due to illegal re-activation of condemned wells in Slovakia

· Cold waves reducing water supply and cutting power to health care facilities in Tajikistan

· Outbreak of hepatitis-A linked to impact of flooding of old mining sites leading to cross-contamination of wastewater and water supply lines

· Management of the risks of vector related diseases, Italy 

Lessons learned 

· Importance of public awareness of health risks, of legal frameworks and the underlying reasons.

· Importance of well-managed health systems capable of early detection of outbreaks

· Importance of established systems for intersectoral cooperation between health systems, GPs, water utilities, municipal authorities and local stakeholders.

· Differentiated risk assessment: scientific technical for high risk water supply systems (open wells), infractions in legal regulations (illegal connections in private houses)

· (Possible role of empowerment of  people – do it yourself test kits)
· Extreme evens occur with increasing frequency; therefore, guidance on crisis management should be included in the guidance on water and adaptation.

· Urgent need for strategic plans  at national level (as opposed to plans at the level of an individual institute or settlement) linking human and material resources to geographically differentiated risk assessment (rural / urban areas)

· Importance of multisectoral approval of emergency plans.

· Preparedness adaptation to incremental change should not exclude or compete with preparedness for extreme / catastrophic events. 

· There is no need to make detailed health impact assessments (of flooding) to get the idea across that the health sector is important.

· Recognize the risk posed by heritage sites – abandoned mines can become high risk locales in event of flooding. 

· We were prepared but it still happened! Preparedness does not exclude an event

· Synergy needs to be developed between early warning by public health service and other early warning systems such as ecosystem monitoring.

· Adaptation measures from the drinking-water sector often lead to open reservoirs, which can become sources of risk for VBD to the health sector – mutual consultation is needed in effective adaptation strategy development

· Existing guidance can be relevant for climate adaptation, for example guidance from malaria control in other regions can be relevant for climate adaptation strategy in Europe for VBD in general, and can inform post-flood recovery efforts

· Less information elements are known for drought, although certain regions (KYR) can offer relevant experience

General conclusions 

· Awareness of the population is essential

· Elements of an answer to adaptation challenges exist, but outbreaks still occur, so further work is needed.

· Local authorities have an important role to play in the definition of local adaptation measures

· Preventive measures and guidance on extreme event management should both be included in the guidelines; participants are invited to agree and so instruct the lead authors.
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