ESTONIA

TEMPLATE FOR REPORTING PROGRESS ON SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

Parties and, if relevant, Signatories, to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions to allow exchange of experience at the first meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting (Geneva, 10-11 March 2008).

Replies should be sent not later than 25 February 2008 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. Please include information on the institutions involved, approach adopted, steps identified and agreed timeline, as well as ways and means to involve stakeholders, including the public. Include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

Estonia ratified the Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes on 9th September 2003. Starting that date Estonia has been guided from the Protocol.

According to Article 6 of the Protocol Parties to the Protocol must set their national targets and target dates in order to ensure implementation of the Protocol. 

Estonia as a member of the European Union must implement the EU water policy. The aim and idea of the Protocol coincide a lot with the water policy in the EU.

Estonian targets that are set, are based on Treaty of Accession to the European Union 2003 and also on EU directives.

2. List the target set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the target dates for achieving them.

Estonian targets and target dates are following:

1) Targets for drinking water

Estonia must ensure the quality of drinking water and its monitoring and informing of public according to Council Directive 98/83/EC of 3 November 1998 on the quality of water intended for human consumption starting Estonian accession to the EU, this means starting from 1st May 2004. 

But in Estonia there is also a derogation period regarding indicators agreed upon during accession discussions;  these and their expiration dates may be found in Treaty of Accession to the European Union 2003, specifically in Annex  VI to the Treaty.  These exceptions are as follows:

a) Estonia will not be required to achieve the required limit concentrations for colour, hydrogen ion concentration, iron, manganese, odour, and turbidity:


until 31 December 2007 at water works which supply drinking water to more than 2000 persons; 


until 31 December 2013 at water works which supply drinking water to fewer than 2000 persons.

b) Estonia will not be required to achieve the required limit concentrations for chlorides, electrical conductivity, and sulphates:


until 31 December 2008 in communities of more than 2000 population; 


until 31 December 2013 in communities of fewer than 2000 population.

The remaining quality indicators must conform to limit concentrations as of starting 1 May 2004.

The directive however offers the possibility of requesting a derogation with respect to an indicator which does not conform to limit concentration.  Such a derogation may be requested three times.  The first two times the European Commission needs only to be informed;  the third time the approval of the European Commission is needed.  The reason for the requested derogation must be submitted to the European Commission along with an action plan.  The derogation may not last longer than three years. Estonia has requested such a derogation for fluoride at the end of 2005.           

2) Targets for wastewater

Estonia must ensure wastewater treatment according to Council Directive 91/271/EEC

in agglomerations with more than 10 000 p.e by 31 December 2009 

in agglomerations with 2000 until 9999 p.e by 31 December 2010 

These targets are based on Treaty of Accession to the European Union 2003

3) Targets for bathing water 

Estonia must ensure quality of bathing water, its monitoring and informing of public according to Council Directive 2006/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 February 2006 concerning the management of bathing water quality and repealing directive 76/160/EEC starting 24 March 2008.

3. If the process of target setting is still ongoing, briefly list the relevant national and international obligations, existing reporting mechanisms and other standards which you propose to use for the purpose of target setting.

Target setting is finished

Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire
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