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of the principles of the Convention in international forums on possible 

future directions for the work1 

 

This note was initially prepared by the Chair of the thematic session on promoting the application 

of the principles of the Convention in international forums to facilitate preparation of the draft 

elements of the future work programme by the Bureau at its 30
th

 meeting (Geneva, 26 February 

2013). The note expects to assist the Working Group of the Parties in its deliberations on the 

future work in the area on promoting the application of the principles of the Convention in 

international forums.    

 

While some useful work has been done by individual Parties as well as under the auspices of the 

Task Force on Public Participation in International Forums (2005-2011) and more recently the 

Working Group of the Parties (2011-present), to promote the application of the principles of the 

Convention in a number of international forums, much work remains to be done. 

 

This Note considers that the possible future work in this area lies in two main directions: 

1. Through actions taken by Parties, at the national and international level 

2. Through bodies under the auspices of the Convention  

 

1. Through actions taken by Parties, at the national and international level 

 

In the inter-sessional period 2014-2017, it is proposed that each Party should: 

(a)  Undertake concrete actions, on a regular basis, to coordinate within and between its 

ministries to inform officials involved in other relevant international forums about 

article 3, paragraph 7, of the Convention and the Almaty Guidelines; 

 

(b) Undertake concrete actions to promote its own public’s access to information and 

participation regarding international environmental decision-making processes and 

  
1 This document was not formally edited. 
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within the framework of international organizations in matters relating to the 

environment. In carrying out such actions, each Party should: 

(i) Bear in mind relevant provisions of the Almaty Guidelines;  

(ii) Coordinate within or between ministries as appropriate; 

(iii) Consider innovative ways to promote their own public’s access to information and 

participation in international forums, evaluate those practices’ effectiveness, and 

share their evaluations with other Parties; 

 

(c) Take concrete steps, either individually or in collaboration with other Parties, 

Signatories or likeminded governments, to promote the principles of the 

Convention in the procedures of other international forums and in the work 

programmes, projects, decisions, instruments and other substantive outputs of those 

forums. Such steps may include collaborative activities by groups of Parties to 

promote the Almaty Guidelines and the principles of the Convention in 

international forums whose practices do not presently reflect the Guidelines or the 

principles of the Convention. 

 

2. Through bodies under the auspices of the Convention 

 

In the inter-sessional period 2014-2017, it is proposed that work in this area under the 

auspices of the Convention should take two main forms: 

 

(a) Thematic sessions at each meeting of the Working Group of the Parties 

In the forthcoming inter-sessional period, it is proposed to continue the work on 

promoting the application of the principles of the Convention in international forums 

under the authority of the Working Group of the Parties. In particular, it is envisaged to 

continue the practice established at its 15
th

 meeting (Geneva, 2-4 September 2012) to 

convene a thematic session on this issue as a regular item in the agenda of each meeting. 

Conducting the work on this topic at the Working Group level ensures the level of 

attention this important issue deserves and also increases the prospects of subsequent 

follow-up at the national level. 

The objectives of the thematic session would include: 

(i) To provide a mechanism through which the Working Group of the Parties can 

oversee progress and challenges encountered in implementing article 3, paragraph 7, 

of the Convention by individual Parties, Signatories and other stakeholders across the 

board in international forums within the scope of that provision.  

(ii) To provide an opportunity for Parties, Signatories and stakeholders to raise their 

concern about particular Forums or topics which face challenges with respect to 

access to information and public participation at the international level. 

(iii) To provide an opportunity for Parties, Signatories and stakeholders to exchange 

good practices and challenges to promote the application of the principles of the 

Convention with respect to particular international forums identified by Parties or 

stakeholders to be of particular priority. In order to ensure the exchange is as useful 

and relevant as possible, representatives of those international forums will always be 

invited to take part.  
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If the Working Group of the Parties considers that one or more specific issues merit 

more in-depth consideration, it may decide to convene, on an ad hoc basis, a workshop 

or other event on that theme, to be held back to back with another scheduled meeting of 

the Convention and/or mandate a consultant or group of experts to examine the subject 

matter and to report on their findings to the next meeting of the Working Group of the 

Parties. 

 

(b) Expert assistance to international forums and Parties 

There has been a steadily growing demand during the inter-sessional period 2011-2014 

for Aarhus Convention experts and the secretariat to provide expert assistance to other 

international forums with respect to promoting access to information and public 

participation in their processes and in particular from other United Nations bodies and 

from international financial institutions. For example, in addition to forums such as the 

UNFCCC and the IPCC that have sought expert assistance from the Aarhus Convention 

in the past, in recent months, the secretariat has been invited to provide expert assistance 

with respect to models and mechanisms of participation in the new universal 

membership UNEP Governing Council, the new high level forum on sustainable 

development; the World Bank’s review of its safeguard policies and the EBRD’s 

proposed draft guidance for private water companies in meeting the requirements of the 

Aarhus Convention.  

Such expert assistance is a very powerful tool through which to promote the principles 

of the Convention and to share the considerable experience accumulated under the 

Aarhus Convention in an efficient and direct manner.  

 

At the same time, Parties may wish to seek advice from the secretariat or other Parties, 

in establishing effective processes for their public to participate in international forums, 

and even more when hosting an important conference of any international forum. Such 

expert assistance would at the same time help more generally to build national capacity 

to design and implement either permanent or non-permanent mechanisms at the national 

level to facilitate the participation of the public in international forums.  

 

For the forthcoming inter-sessional period, it is recommended to dedicate sufficient 

financial and human resources to enable this expert assistance to be strengthened and 

widened in order to be in a position to respond usefully to the expected ongoing 

demand.   

 

Depending on what would best meet the objective to most effectively and efficiently 

promote the application of the principles of the Convention, such expert assistance may 

take various forms, including commenting on draft documents, expert participation at 

meetings or events organized by international forums, training sessions, workshops, 

learning centres or other platforms. 

 

In accordance with established practice, such expert assistance would be provided only 

in response to requests from interested international forums. 
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In this regard, most aspects of decision IV/3 on promoting the principles of the 

Convention, adopted at the fourth session of the Meeting of the Parties (Chisinau, 29 

June-1 July 2011), are still relevant and provide a solid basis for a possible new decision 

on the subject. 

 

(c) Collection of good practices and research into how to make public participation in 

international forums more effective 

The Convention’s transparent and participatory practices and procedures mean that it is 

well-placed to assist and advise other international forums, especially on issues 

regarding access to information and how to facilitate the participation of the public 

before, during and after international negotiations. Yet the public still face considerable 

challenges to effectively having due account taken of its input during such negotiations. 

In recent years, a number of initiatives, both national and international, have tried to 

improve this through consulting the wider public and communicating the outcomes of 

the consultations to those taking part in the international negotiations themselves. One 

such initiative is “World Wide Views” (www.wwviews.org) led by the Danish Board of 

Technology. 

 

It is proposed that the work on collecting the electronic case studies on promoting 

public participation in international forums should continue and the Working Group of 

the Parties should be kept informed on new practices developed in such forums. 

 

In addition, and subject to available resources, it is proposed that a review assessment of 

existing tools and mechanisms aimed at consulting citizens on international decision-

making be carried out under the auspices of the Working Group of the Parties. The 

results of the assessment are expected to be useful for various stakeholders, but would 

be of particular interest for Parties and those international forums that are working on 

new ways to make their processes more participatory. 

 

As an important collateral benefit, this assessment would help to enrich the expert 

assistance provided by the secretariat and/or Parties (see (b) above), by deepening the 

knowledge of innovative methods and participatory tools. 
 

*** 


